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HEAD OF BIOSCIENCES REPORT 
 

One advantage of being Head of Biosciences is that you can sometimes use your 
influence to obtain an office with a particularly attractive view of the Sutton 
Bonington campus.  Unfortunately this achievement has been short-lived for me 
as the lake and rolling landscape that used to greet me every morning as I 
peered through my window has now been replaced by steel girders and men 
with hard hats.  In many ways, this sort of vision is a regular occurrence at this 
time of year as, for as long as I can remember, the summer heralds the arrival 
of bulldozers and cement mixers.  Currently we have two major building projects 
on the go.  Adjacent to Plant Sciences is the construction of a futuristic-looking 
Bioenergy building which will house the SAB Millar microbrewery in addition to 
the EMDA Food and Drink centre.  It will also provide the focal point for the new 
BBSRC-funded LACE centre that seeks to develop new ways of converting 
biological wastes, such as cereal straw, into fuels such as bio ethanol.  The 
second building is located between the South Laboratory and the Vet School.  
This development will provide accommodation for additional SVMS staff in 
addition to Integrative Biology and Environmental Science colleagues, the latter 
of whom have been on an extended sabbatical at University Park for the last 10 
years! 
 
Whilst new projects have been initiated others have been completed and the 
second phase of new student residences, (constructed on the old rifle range site 
for those OKA members with long memories!) became occupied in September.  
The campus now has an extensive range of high quality accommodation for 
undergraduates and postgraduates and the refurbishment of Eviton House, 
specifically tailored to the needs of visiting researchers and their families, has 
been a welcome addition to this portfolio.  A further development has been the 
construction of a ‘bark’ walkway through the arboretum linking the new 
accommodation to Eviton House.  This has facilitated accessibility to the 
arboretum and has greatly enhanced the attractiveness of the campus.  The 
arboretum also has an additional tree that was planted on behalf of Dick 
Whittington’s family to commemorate his contribution to the SB campus.  A 
bench, donated by OKA and the School, has been located close to the tree so 
that individuals can sit and enjoy the tranquillity of the area.  
 
In January the Student Services Centre was opened to provide onsite support for 
all students on the SB campus.  This development has proved particularly 
successful acting as both a ‘drop in’ centre for student enquiries and as a focus 
to obtain specific information relating to issues around health, well being and 
career advice.  One consequence of this development was that the University 
finally recognised that the School office facilities were not sufficiently student (or 
staff!) friendly and that this and adjacent areas in the Main Building have now 
been substantially remodelled and refurbished so that both School Managers and 
their staff are accommodated in the same area. 
 
Biosciences developments have not been restricted to the SB campus and the 
AAR-UNMC Biotechnology Research Centre was officially opened in September 
on the University of Nottingham’s Malaysia Campus in Semenyih, Kuala Lumpur.  
The ceremony was attended by a number of UK Biosciences’ staff who also 
contributed to the lecture programme that focused on Biotechnological 
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applications of Crop Science and formed a valuable addition to the opening 
celebrations.  
 
Biosciences staff continue to excel within the University and Marcos Alcocer, 
Martin Broadley, Sacha Mooney and Zoe Wilson from the UK and Sandy Loh from 
UNMC have all been promoted.  It is also particularly pleasing to highlight the 
award of a Dearing Fellowship, for the second time, to Martin Luck.  This 
prestigious accolade is the consequence of an initial nomination by the 
Biosciences student body followed by a thorough examination, by the Dearing 
committee, of an individual’s contribution to the teaching and learning 
environment of the University.  Martin’s first Dearing Fellowship was recognised 
in 1999 and it is to his great credit that he continues to provide students with 
such an outstanding teaching and learning experience.   
 
A number of retirements have also taken place this year, perhaps the most 
notable of which was Professor Andy Taylor.  Andy has been a member of staff 
at SB for over 30 years and played a key role as Warden of Bonington Hall at a 
critical time in the development of the campus.  He also acted as Head of Food 
Sciences and sat on just about every School and University committee in 
existence!  During the course of his career, Andy established Flavometrix, a 
successful spin out company, and he has decided to spend more time with this 
particular ‘family member’!  Andy is not disappearing from the campus as he will 
still contribute some of his time to Biosciences and Flavometrix’s HQ is located in 
the North Laboratory Annex. 
 
There have been a few notable ‘firsts’ (in my memory anyway!) this year.  The 
meal prior to the entertainments of the summer ball was held off campus in 
Colwick Hall to reduce the cost of hiring a marquee.  This was an experiment 
which worked extremely well with both the weather and the location being 
idyllic.  The ball was a memorable occasion for both students and staff, 
particularly those from Sodexo who were able to attend the meal as guests 
rather than having to provide and serve the food!  The campus has also hosted a 
couple of ‘farmers markets’ on the grass outside the Main Building and feedback 
from these events has been extremely positive and I am sure this will be 
repeated during the coming year.   
 
Sadly, the passing of another year brings news of past SB staff that we have 
lost.  Marjorie Bentley, who provided the totality of secretarial support in Plant 
Sciences during the 1980’s, died in June and whilst putting the finishing touches 
to this report colleagues were shocked to hear of the death of Miranda Noble 
after a short illness.  Miranda was an extremely popular member of staff who 
worked for many years in the library at SB before taking charge of the George 
Green library at University Park.   
 
On a more positive note the School and the campus continue to flourish and as I 
enter my fourth and final year as Head of Biosciences I can reflect on just how 
quickly time flies!    
 
Jerry Roberts 

July 2010 
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HEAD OF SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE & SCIENCE REPORT 
 
It has been another excellent year for the School notably with the graduation of 
our second class of third year students with BVMedSci degrees, and of course 
the commencement of the clinical rotations for the very first time.  The third 
years did extremely well with 36% achieving a First.  Life was tougher for the 
fourth year, who on the Monday following fourth year exams immediately 
became final years and started the 52 week lecture-free clinical rotations.  In 
these our clinical staff and students are embedded with a number of partner 
organisations including first opinion and referral small animal, farm and equine 
practices as well as other institutions specialising in exotics, zoo animals, 
pathology and poultry.  During the course of the year the School also had a 
number of notable research achievements, further innovations in teaching, and 
student awards and wins as described in the commentaries below.  We have also 
graduated our first PhD student and have our first undergraduate serve as the 
president of the national Association of Veterinary Students. 
 
It is really an exciting time to be here at Sutton Bonington as our School grows 
and matures and starts to make an increasing contribution to the wider 
profession.  
 
Gary England 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BONINGTON HALL ANNUAL REPORT 
 
I’m writing this on Graduation Day having just witnessed scores and scores of 
Biosciences graduates concluding their undergraduate association with SB (see 
photos).  (We still need to wait one more year for the first SB-qualified Vets to 
emerge).  Some of our graduates will return for post-graduate degrees, some 
will move elsewhere and enter a variety of walks of life but none will ever cease 
to be SB alumni and will always be welcome back to the campus. 
 
To pick things up from where I left off last year, our two new accommodation 
blocks (Costock house and Thrumpton house) were duly completed on time and 
have been ‘operational’ since September.  As expected, Costock has been largely 
empty but is likely to see more use next year.  The rest of Bonington Hall has 
been fairly full.  Elsewhere on the campus, the two new academic buildings that 
were being planned are now being built.  There is a Bioenergy building to the 
north of the Plant Sciences building and a new building to the south of the South 
Lab.  I do not know the official name of this building yet but I am calling it ‘The 
Deep South Lab’ for now, and I shall be moving into it – wearing my academic 
hat – in about one year.  These latter two buildings are, of course, not part of 
Bonington Hall but I mention them for the general reason that Hall business and 
campus business are forever intertwined and for the specific reason that the 
completion of these two building should make it possible to move on to the next 
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step of the ‘campus masterplan’, which includes the replacement of the 
amenities block with a purpose designed building, a boulevard through the 
centre of the campus from the arboretum to the south entrance and the removal 
and replacement of Rushcliffe Restaurant and the JCR/Bar.  These latter facilities 
are, of course, core parts of Bonington Hall and we await all of the steps in the 
staged restructuring of the campus with great interest and anticipation. 
 
Meanwhile, within the Hall itself we have had a marvellously active year, with 
loads of comedy nights, the full complement of Dining Ins (of which the Polish-
themed one was the most memorable from the culinary perspective), the 
Summer Ball (see speech on page 34), SB-stock and other musical events, the 
Xmas Panto, the Roller-Bop Disco, the Silent Disco (don’t ask!) and much, much 
more.  One rather interesting and unusual event was the question-time style 
political debate just two days prior to the general election at which some 9 
candidates for the two relevant constituencies turned up to discuss the policies 
of their parties.  The most notable of whom was – whatever your political 
persuasion – Kenneth Clarke, who kicked the evening off with a brief anecdote 
to the tune that his political career got started at the SB campus itself some 40 
years ago when he attended a hustings, filled in for an absent colleague and 
then ended up becoming a parliamentary candidate (or something like that 
anyway). 
 
All of the above activities have been supported by the Hall’s social budget, either 
by direct subsidy or by investing in equipment that has been used for events 
many times throughout the year and will continue to be used for years to come.  
These equipment purchases include, in no particular order, a Wii and board 
games for the Bar, Rugby balls, a comprehensive set of 2-way radios for use by 
events organisers (these have already proved to be worth something 
approaching their weight in gold), a stage cloth for comedy nights (not an 
exciting item in itself but makes a massive difference to how the Charnwood 
room can be used), modular stage units (which have proven invaluable), some 
BIG speakers for all musical events, a bass guitar and a stainless steel resonator 
guitar for the music room.  Next on the horizon are a new brick built BBQ near 
Costock and Thrumpton houses, seeing as the one near Stanford house has been 
so popular and some campus-logo cufflinks (plus a yet-to-be decided ‘ladies 
equivalent’).  It is also important, and indeed a great pleasure, to mention with 
gratitude the valuable contribution that alumni funding has made towards 
various projects this year.  These include monies to put up some historical 
photos of the campus in the lecture block, the purchase of some percussion 
instruments for the music room (a cajon and some conga drums) and the 
purchase of an events tent (a.k.a. small marquee) which had its first outing at 
the Summer Ball in the guise of a ‘Prohibition Bar’ and I am sure will be put up 
many more times at events in the future. 
 
I deliberately did not mention the OKA weekend in the above list of events, as I 
come to it now: this was superb and hugely enjoyable with lots of alumni and 
current students attending.  Simon Kyndt (a former Music Soc president) 
returned to play an acoustic set in the Bar, just like old times, and there were 
plenty of other great events.  Good though the weekend was, we plan to top it in 
the coming year (OKA weekend = 19-21st November 2010) by having great 
events plus – for the first time ever - an extra OKA Dining In: I look forward to 
that.  One of the things that I always love about the OKA weekend is finding out 
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what our SB-alumni are up to and where they are living and working and in this 
vein I have, for last few years, been tracking the transglobal wanderings of one 
Biosciences graduate in particular, Iain Shaw.  His highly interesting news 
bulletins have almost made up for the fact that he hasn’t recently been at the 
OKA weekends in person, due to being half way across Mongolia chasing a 
runaway horse, and other such stories.  I look forward to seeing him at SB when 
he returns to Blighty sometime in the autumn. 
 
For my part, I have been on several interesting work trips since last writing for 
Agrimag.  While these were in my academic role rather than as a representative 
of Bonington Hall per se, I cannot help but keep my Wardenial eye on things 
associated with SB alumni and halls of residences and all in all these experiences 
show that one really can go ‘around the world with SB’.  The first of these visits 
was to southern India where I represented the University at a Biotechnology 
conference (therefore pretending to be a biotechnologist in the process).  It is a 
cliché to state how amazing India is, but it is, and I had wanted to go for some 
20 or more years.  Among many other things, I managed to sneak a peek at a 
student hall of residence and while perfectly pleasant, it was rather different 
from Bonington Hall  In the spring I found myself in the Sultanate of Oman in 
the guise of ‘applied entomologist’ and the research institution I was visiting 
(Directorate General of Agricultural and Livestock Research) turned out to be 
headed up by Dr Ahmed Al Bakri, who gained his PhD at Sutton Bonington some 
9 years ago (we established that he must have left the campus in the same 
month that I arrived).  It was also a great pleasure to catch up with another SB 
alumnus, Ishaq Al-Ruqaishi who gained his PhD from SB in 2006 and now works 
in the same institution in Oman.  My next venture abroad was at Easter, this 
time as an environmental scientist, teaching for 3 weeks at the University of 
Nottingham’s Ningbo campus in China (and then getting stuck for an extra 8 
days by the Icelandic dust cloud).  It was really interesting to see the Ningbo 
campus having heard so much about it and a pleasure to watch it thriving (and 
the city expanding rapidly around it).  While very superficially similar to the 
campus in Malaysia (where I have previously been on two teaching visits, on 
those occasions as a Biostatistician), the Ningbo campus is actually quite 
different (for clarity, it’s neither better nor worse, just different).  In the halls of 
residence at Ningbo, the Chinese students have an 11pm curfew and most sleep 
4 to a room.  We are toying with adopting these practices at Bonington Hall 
(well, maybe...). 
 
It is said that the University of Nottingham is becoming a truly global university 
and I’d like to think that with strong connections with both the campuses in Asia, 
with our graduates spread all over the world and with a great diversity of 
nationalities of students in residence at Bonington Hall at any one time, the 
Sutton Bonington campus is playing its role in the global-scale process as well as 
developing successfully at the local level.  Such developments are good but it 
also very important that, whatever developments there are, we maintain the 
special SB community spirit that is quite possibly our greatest asset.  I am 
totally delighted to be able to end by saying that I have been monitoring the 
situation closely and can assure you that the SB spirit is still very much in 
evidence. 
 
Dr Ian C.W. Hardy 

Warden of Bonington Hall, 19th July 2010 
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GUILD REPORTS 
 

 

 

GUILD CHAIR REPORT 

 

This year has been a very busy and progressive year for the Guild.  The year 
began with reforms to the Guild positions and the employment of SB’s first 
support worker: Una Lilley.  From the very start of the year the Guild and JCR 
got stuck into planning Freshers’ Week (arriving one week early to prepare) and 
organising subsequent events throughout the year.  The week was a great 
success, but with the disappointment of Rumble in the Jungle restrictions 
(something we battled against!).  This year a reclaim is on the cards in line with 
tradition!  During the week we settled Freshers into their halls and helped them 
lug their luggage into their new rooms and ordered Domino’s pizzas for their 
welcome meal.  House tutors from the Guild and JCR were also appointed to 
each hall on campus.  The house tutors are appointed to make regular visits to 
the residents of halls to ensure any hall-related issues are dealt with.  After the 
week the reps handed out questionnaires to the Freshers for feedback on how 
we could improve the week for the next year. 
 
After the buzz of Fresher’s the focus turned towards improving connections with 
the SU exec (based on University Park Campus) and we all attended a social 
starting at SB’s Friday night party off to Ocean in Nottingham.  From the offset it 
became apparent the buses were something which needed to be improved and 
an extra stop was added to the new Parkway train station at Ratcliffe on Soar.  
As a Guild we really pushed for the buses both obtaining feedback from the 
campus and contacting the SU exec and the bus company.  For the changes to 
be put into effect Sam Wilkinson (SU Accommodation and Community Officer) 
and Rob Greenhalgh (SU President) did exceptionally to achieve the new and 
improved timetable starting in September.  
 
Relations concerning the SU this year meant I worked very closely with the SU 
exec and I got a feel for their jobs.  Subsequently I ran for an exec position this 
year which was a manic two weeks of campaigning.  The experience really threw 
me into the deep end at University Park and Jubilee Campuses yet it was a 
fantastic (and exhausting) experience.  The support I received from SB campus 
was extraordinary and I cannot thank those who helped, voted and supported 
me enough!  After my election unfortunately the battle remained and to retain 
my position I had to run in a by-election.  Again I do not think I could have kept 
going without the SB support network and due to their votes I got re-elected!  I 
am very excited about being a member of the exec from SB and cannot wait to 
see further progression in what the SB Guild and SU can achieve together.  I 
cannot wait to raise awareness of our campus to those at University Park and 
Jubilee Campuses next year as well as returning here lots with the SU exec to 
help out.  The position brings so many prospects and I am so eager to give back 
to SB and the University after three years I have spent here that have been 
amazing due to the staff and students. 
 
After the multitude of events in Freshers’ Week Dan McRink, Tessa Fordham, 
Sarah Voss, Kt Fitzgerald, Derick Fall, Anna Briggs and Naomi Fitzgibbons were 
some of the team of people that organised Welly Week.  It was fantastically 

12



organised and a resounding success with a week of events including garden 
parties, comedy, bouncy castles and barbeques.  The end of this epic week 
marked the start of a new committee: SB Ents.  This committee was pioneered 
by the organisers of Welly Week and pushed for a body to organise social events 
for the whole of SB campus.  Callum Young (Guild Social Coordinator) chairs this 
committee and took to the role ensuring meetings and relations between Ents, 
the Guild and JCR became well established.  This move was a logical step up 
from the JCR’s role which is to organise events solely for those in halls and 
meant the campus as a whole received extra funding for social events.  The 
Guild, the JCR and SB Ents all worked together to organise some fantastic goings 
on at campus.  Notable parties being the roller disco in the sports hall, countless 
comedy nights and a silent disco.  Not only were events better handled on SB 
but reforms were made concerning the Tec at SB.  SB Tec became merged with 
the University Tec, giving SB a step up in their capacity for social events on 
campus.  Not only this but a brand new sound system was installed into the bar 
making DJing at Friday night parties and dining-ins better and easier. 
 
Throughout the year the Guild helped individual officers with pioneering events 
and changes that were made.  At the start of the year the Guild helped me to 
organise the first ever blood donations at Sutton Bonington* which were 
attended to the capacity of the mobile on the two occasions it has visited so far.  
A future session is on its way.  Christina Hunt (Guild Campaigns Officer) 
organised the first ever welfare road show at SB, which hosted many different 
stands (mental health, diet, fitness, sexual health, drugs, STIs and alcohol 
awareness) providing information and freebies to students.  She also organised a 
Go Greener day with market stalls and a Vintage clothing stand.  Seb d’Agar 
(Guild Biosciences Academic Rep) and Jessica Putnam (Guild Vet Academic Rep) 
made some very important reforms in the Biosciences and Veterinary School’s 
academic structures.  Faye Pooley (Guild Societies Officer) worked with the Guild 
and Claire Game (SU Societies’ Officer) to smooth out the way in which societies 
are run on SB making some crucially important changes to the way in which 
some of the societies work.  Georgie Shanly reformed SB’s magazine, SB Banter, 
writing some great new editions that were posted around halls.  Dave Mizen 
organised and printed SB’s charity calendar for the year.  Laura Levann had a 
particularly busy Freshers’ Week with her heavy involvement in International 
Welcome Week and continual assistance in representing students throughout the 
year.  Sport’s wise Henry Whiley has kept teams in check and has set up SB 
student cricket and tennis teams.  This year the cricket team have been 
unbeaten!  Of course the girl’s rugby team cannot go without a mention for their 
continual dedication and excellent performance.  This year the girl’s in the SB 
team reached seed number one for the entire University and represented 
Nottingham University in their victory at Varsity this year.  It was an outstanding 
achievement! 
 
There have been so many achievements with so many staff and student’s being 
involved this year that it would take a few more pages to mention everyone’s 
hard work!  The Guild have had great year achieving a lot and having lots of fun 
at the same time!  We have been so lucky to all get on so well this year and 
have made some really great friendships over the year. I am very sad to leave,  
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yet I hope to see lots of the new Guild next year and I wish them the best of 
luck for their year in office! 
 
Katie Mackay 

 
*Note from editor: Actually blood donations at SB were held in the mid 1970’s – 

Julian (donor!) 

 

 

 

JCR HALL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

When I started my second year way back in September, I’d never imagined for a 
second that I would be writing a report for Agrimag as Bonington Hall President.  
In fact, I hadn’t even thought of putting myself forward for the position until the 
day before nominations closed and an email from Matt Streets arrived in my 
inbox stating that the only candidate running for President was RON.  Thus, as a 
consequence of being chronically involved in everything, I emailed him back and 
after a lengthy chat with my predecessor Kayleigh Williams and a scary speech 
standing alone in the middle of the Charnwood Room stage, here I am eight 
months later and what an eight months it’s been!  The new election dates this 
year has meant that for the first time, the JCR has started its term in office with 
a full budget and so has been in a fantastic position to put on some excellent 
events over the past couple of months.   
 
We kicked off our term in office with the ‘Dining in with no name’ in November 
and despite some early ticket selling glitches and trying to decorate a 12ft 
Christmas tree in December without a ladder, they’ve gone from strength to 
strength culminating in the exceedingly popular Polish Dining just before Easter.   
 
With the new ENTs committee set up involving members of the Guild, JCR and 
‘others’, January saw SB’s first ever annual Roller Bop occur in the Sports Hall 
(with OKA support).  As nearly 1600 wheels took to the floor, a brilliant time was 
had by all and thanks to Tess’s excellent Health and Safety signs, luckily the 
services of the Paramedics was not required!  Following this saw the arrival of 
other firsts for SB, with the Beware the Silence silent disco and a foam party in 
the bar.  Both events proved to be very popular, adding to the growing list of 
fantastic events this year 
 
The final event of the year for us was organising SB’s annual Summer Ball and 
for the first time in the history of the campus, the meal was taken off site to the 
beautiful grounds of Colwick Hall.  Although breaking with tradition seemed to be 
a bit of a gamble, the transition went without a hitch.  The evening started with 
a champagne reception which was then followed by a wonderful 3 course meal.  
At 10 o’clock, a convoy of yellow buses then brought us all back to campus for 8 
hours of non -stop entertainment.  The return of the dodgems this year proved 
to be a particular highlight with numerous head-on collisions had by all, but the 
evening was topped off by Wheatus’s performance on the main stage.  As the 
sound of ‘Teenage Dirtbag’ rung out, we saw in the early hours with a coconut 
shy, two fully stocked bars and an excellent set by the Cut Up Boys.  As 5am 
arrived, a queue of very sleepy, hungry and rather dishevelled students formed 
outside the Rushcliffe restaurant for breakfast.  The evening (or morning) was 
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then finished off with the traditional 6am survivors photo, before we all collapsed 
happily into our beds.  Those of us who felt 12 hours of partying was not enough 
however, headed off to University Park for the annual Summer Party or hung 
around and cleared up for 7 hours.  
 
Our main event next year will be welcoming the Freshers, in true SB style, to 
their first year at University.  Although plans are still to be finalised, the week 
will undoubtedly see the return of the ever popular Ceildh and Sex Change 
parties.  I am also happy to report that Rumble in the Jungle will once again be 
open to all students on SB, but will now be taking place in Week 2.  I look 
forward to working with the wonderful new Guild to make Week One the best 
week ever! 
 
Finally I just have a few thank-yous to make.  Firstly to the amazing JCR; Izzi, 
Michael, Lydia, Nick, Bryn and Esme for all their hard work this year.  To the 
Guild for their unwavering support.  To Una Lilley for keeping us all in line, to the 
Warden and his team for their help throughout the year, to Kayleigh Williams for 
persuading me to go for the job in the first place!  And finally to my amazing 
flatmates; Anna, Nikki, Georgie and Lorna in Normy 3 for putting up with me 
this year!  Lots of Love and have I hope you all have a great summer 
 
Sarah Powdrill 
 

 

  
BAR MANAGERS REPORT  

  
Once again, the bar stayed busy all year, even during traditionally quiet times, 
there has also been a fantastic response to the ever-changing real ale selection 
and beer festivals are now a regular part of the bars promotion calendar.  I have 
recently acquired more beer pumps, and intent on holding a bigger and better 
beer festival at some point in the year ahead. 
 
We are now well on the way to obtaining the "Cask Marque" Accreditation for 
quality ales, which I am led to believe will make us the first student bar in the 
UK to hold this coveted award. 
 
The last year has seen many changes here at SB, one being the introduction of 
the SB Ents Committee.  This has brought us a whole new level of entertainment 
and some very successful nights in the bar.  With the help of local reps, I have 
re-vamped the cocktails and drinks range available to students, and introduced 
many offers and promotions in association with clubs, societies and hope to 
continue this throughout the coming years.  Recently we have also seen 
improvements made to the existing sound, lighting and AV equipment, making 
the bar areas more versatile for holding a better array of events.  Last year this 
included foam party, comedy and open mic nights and the legendary Hawaiian 
party - all hugely successful....... 
 
Proving that SB still knows how to Party!! 
  
James Thurman 

Bar Manager 2006 - 2010 
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 FARM REPORT 2010 
 
As I write this on August 15th 2010, harvest is well underway albeit rain has 
stopped play, but nothing new there.  Despite nature’s attempt to scupper a 
prospective decent harvest, yields are holding up reasonably well.  The usual 
pattern has occurred of drought in May/June followed by rainfall too late to do 
any good other than hamper harvest. 
 
The main casualty to the drought was first cut silage which was pretty non 
existent.  Nigel’s decision to cut early to encourage a decent re growth for 
second cut was well justified, with a fairly good second cut resulting.  With the 
maize crop looking a little short in height at this time, we put 32 ha of wheat 
into the clamps as whole crop silage to buffer us from a potential shortfall of 
forage for the winter.  This was 8 ha more than planned, so any surplus wheat 
from that area which could have been sold at the encouraging price of today of 
£140/t has disappeared into the ether.  With a high reliance on pool marketing 
our average wheat price will be very respectable all in all. 
 
Cordiale wheat already cut is of exceptional quality, so we may hide that 
tonnage away for now to see if a weather market develops.  Oilseed rape has so 
far yielded 3.9t/ha – I say so far because 34 ha on light sand seems unwilling to 
senesce despite the usual glyphosate desiccant spray.  Oilseed rape on the 
Keuper Marl was harvested 3 weeks ago, but the sandland crop (possibly due to 
late rain encouraging the crop to hang on) was still so green it was threatening 
to kill our ageing Lexion 450, so we pulled out and went into oats and wheat 
instead to save it any embarrassment.  
 
Shopping list for next year – combine on younger legs and improved grain 
storage. 
 
On the dairy front the cows are milking very well at 10,300 litres /cow.  We 
could cope with a further 20 cows in the herd, but cow prices have discouraged 
us from investing to get back to 220 in the herd.  Another problem is actually 
finding suitable cows for sale from low disease areas. 
 
We are investing in more slurry capacity to keep the right side of the NVZ rules.  
Planning permission was granted recently for a new lagoon to store the liquid 
faction of the slurry after separation of solids.  Hopefully the work will be 
complete before winter sets in. 
 
Talking of winter, we shall be spending some time this winter reviewing our 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme which is coming up to its 10th year, and 
therefore the end of its contract.  Do we view HLS as accessible, or opt into ELS 
and CFE?  A lot to ponder as the days shorten. 
 
C W DONGER 
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SOCIETY AND CLUB REPORTS 
 

 

 

NUSU STUDENT SUPPORT WORKERS REPORT 

 

I would like to start by saying my first year at SB has been one of the most 
enjoyable years I’ve ever spent as part of the SU, and believe me there have 
been many!  My job is to make SB feel a part of the Students’ Union and 
although I’m not sure how successful I’ve been at this I certainly feel a part of 
the SB community.  Unless you have lived or worked here you never really know 
what a great community SB is.  The Guild and JCR were genuinely pleased they 
finally had a member of SU staff permanently located on SB and so I began the 
task of ‘bringing SB into line’.  I’m still working on this mammoth task especially 
keeping the rugby club finances in order with their many, many.....many kits.   
 
There have been many highs and a few lows during this year.  The many 
achievements of the clubs and societies include the Ladies Rugby team winning 
varsity, the netball girls winning the IMS league and the brilliant Help for Heroes 
weekend, organised by the rugby clubs for a great cause and with very few 
resources.  
 
I have attended many SB events this year and although my memory fails me on 
the details of some of the events due to the overconsumption of soft drinks and 
the associated sugar high, I have thoroughly enjoyed myself at the plethora of 
student events organised on this campus.  In particular I enjoyed singing at the 
results evening of the SU Exec elections as I was finally able to give something 
back in the shape of a song.  
 
The appointment of Katie Mackay on to the SU Exec not once but twice is a real 
achievement and SB is immensely proud of her.  
 
I am lucky to have been surrounded by many supportive colleagues during my 
first year on SB and would like to thank everyone for making me feel most 
welcome here. 
 
I know all you third years will be back in November for OKA, and I might 
occasionally be found on facebook!! 
 
I’d like to finish off by responding to a comment that was made to me at the 
very start of the year which was “ you’re OK but you’re not SB”  I’d like to think 
I’ve become a fully paid up member of the SB community 
 
Una Lilley 
Sutton Bonington  
Student Support Worker 
Nottingham University Students Union 
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BADMINTON SOC 
 
Despite being run by imbeciles, it was another productive year for SB 
Badminton, who put the ‘Bad’ and ‘Mint’ into badminton.  We were fortunate 
enough to host a fantastic first round of the Badminton England tournament.  
Out of our winners, Matt ‘Crotch Pheasant’ Wakefield and Kate ‘Midget’ Barton 
won the mixed doubles at the regional tournament and will be representing SB 
in the national championships.  Ian Garner and Matt ‘Crotch Pheasant’ Wakefield 
also won the Men’s doubles, but due to a last minute change in line-up, were not 
allowed to proceed.  Ian Garner also played brilliantly in the Men’s singles but 
lost out narrowly in the final. 
 
2010 also saw the introduction of what will hopefully become the annual 
Badminton v Squash social, a big event where members of each society compete 
against each other in their respective sport.  We have, unfortunately, forgotten 
who won.  
 
Much (shuttle)cock-related love, 
James Millington, BadSoc 
Xxx 
 
 
 
CRICKET 

 

Cricket has returned to Sutton Bonington.  I wouldn’t say it’s returned in a big 
way, but there was a lot of interest.  A number of students went down to Sutton 
Bonington village during September to use their nets.  From there, myself 
(Henry Whiley), David Piggott and Alex Watson-Lazowski decided to get involved 
with the Sutton Bonington village team during the winter months, and attended 
weekly indoor net sessions.  David and I have since been picked to play in the 
team, and have picked up a number of runs and wickets between us.   
 
We have recently taken part in a SB students XI vs SB village XI Twenty20 
match.  The students involved were myself, David Piggott, Alex Watson-
Lazowski, Rob Jones, James Millington, Calum Young, Saumeel Pachigar, Joe 
Hodgson, Andy McWilliams, Chris Kirby and Dan Freeman.  A good student 
crowd turned up to watch as the students bowled the villagers out for 118, and 
hit the runs in 18 overs with 1 wicket remaining.  The pick of the bowlers was 
Andy who took 3 wickets in his two overs, with Rob Jones taking a very tasty 
catch on the boundary, however everyone bowled well.  Alex (26), myself 
(23no) and Dan (21) were the pick of the batsmen.  We would like next year to 
expand this event; and hopefully make it a 3 way tournament between vets, 
biosciences and villagers, and get keen Fresher’s to carry this event onwards. 
 
Henry Whiley 

 

 
DIETETIC AND NUTRITION SOC 

 
This was the first official year of Dietetic and Nutrition Society (DNS).  We have 
had a busy year with two guest lectures.  The first from a prebiotics company, 
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Bimuno, who came to give us an idea of the use of prebiotics within the food 
industry and the development of their prebiotic powder.  The second lecture 
came from a dietitian, Susan Duff, from Selly Oak hospital in Birmingham.  She 
gave a very interesting lecture on her work within the area of treating civilian 
and military trauma patients, which was very well attended.  As well as the 
guest lecturers we have had a number of socials, from the Christmas party at 
Cape in Nottingham as well as a number of smaller socials.  It's been a really fun 
year and we hope that this continues for years to come!  Next year sees a new 
committee, more guest lectures and plenty more fun!  
 
Lucy, DNS President. 
  
 
 

EXTREME AMBLING 2009/2010 

This year Extreme Ambling has continued to provide SB with a plethora of 
activities to suit all palates.  Our trips away to the Lake District and the Peak 
District were unfortunately besieged by bad weather, but were well attended and 
provided considerable amusement.  The year kicked off with a phenomenally 
well-attended BBQ/ pub amble.  From this springboard of success we went on to 
enjoy numerous local events, including a historical tour of Kegworth, pub quiz 
night, and an extensive range of cultural activities.  Highlights were the minced 
pie & mulled wine, cider & sausage and cheese & wine evenings, kindly hosted 
by some of our esteemed members.  Perhaps the most creative activity 
embarked upon was our ‘sExtreme & the City’ trip to main campus.  Here, we 
enjoyed light refreshments at Mooch followed by an invigorating walk around the 
lake.  The AGM was an outstanding success, with an elite, streamlined new 
committee elected.  A selection of the finest pies and ales were duly consumed 
to sustain members during the meeting and voting process.  The formal 
handover was celebrated at Je Ja Jees.  The end of this academic year heralds 
the graduation of Ali Bang, a founding member of Extreme Ambling; her 
attendance at extreme events will be greatly missed. 

New committee:  
 
President  Charlotte Watkins 
Vice-President Alex Guest 
Treasurer  Naomi Fitzgibbons 
Social secretaries Hannah Rowland, Lorna Roberts & Sophie Prichard 
 
Sophie Pritchard 

 

 

 

FOOD SOC 

This year saw the biggest membership for Food Society with around 60 members 
from all years and courses on campus.  Food Society has travelled around the 
Nottingham area and further to go on food related trips.  We visited East 
Midlands Food and Drink Festival, Cadburys World and BBC Good Food Show in 
Birmingham.  Over 30 people attended the Good Food Show where after a day 
of sampling lots of food and shopping, we got to see Gordon Ramsey give a 
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cookery demonstration!!  We also organised other events such as our own Ready 
Steady Cook Evening and Quiz, Bonfire night trip to the local fireworks, Curry 
Night and a Christmas Social.  Thanks to all members for their support this year 
and good luck to next year’s committee  

Emma Brown – President 2009 – 2010 

 

SB LADIES FOOTBALL 

This year the ladies football team has grown from strength to strength with more 
members, socials and matches.  We have all enjoyed playing in the five a side 
league with progression in the team’s performance through the year and are 
hoping to progress to a number of 11 aside games in the future.  
 
The team would also like to thank Matthew Plumtree for giving up his time to 
coach the ladies football team.  
 
09’ -10’ Commitee  
 
Captain – Kathy Hume 
Treasurer – Selina Clayton 
Social secretary – Sapna Ramanathan 
Secretary – Sue Price 
 
Kathy Hume 

 

 

 

SB PLAYERS 

 
Although now only two years old, The SB Players have grown substantially this 
year in both size and reputation.  All of the profits from the previous pantomime 
‘Robin Hood’ were fed back to make this year’s panto, ‘Cinderella’ bigger and 
better than the year before with more outrageous costumes, outlandish props 
and appalling jokes.  The cast were, yet again, fantastic and so many people 
turned up to show their support that the audience were spilling out the doors of 
the Charnwood Room.  Every penny raised will be spent on making our third 
panto – which will be ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfes’ (you heard it here 
first folks!) – our best to date.  Also next year we have other treats lined up for 
Sutton Bonington including a hilarious adaptation of all of Shakespeare’s 37 
plays (in 90 minutes!) and a medley of ‘famous scenes from page and screen’.  
If you want to be part of The SB Players either acting, directing or backstage 
please contact  
 
Claire Vinten.  
 

 

RIDING REPORT 

 
2009-2010 was a good year for the Sutton Bonington riding club with the club 
going from strength to strength.  Another cohort of beginners learnt to ride 
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through lessons organized by the club at Barleyfields equestrian centre.  The 
intermediate group continued weekly lessons for the first term and the advanced 
group have ridden weekly throughout the university year. 
 
Some of the advanced riders have taken part in competitions held at Barleyfields 
on their own or hired horses and have had great success. 
 
After two hard but highly enjoyable years as president, I am sad to be 
relinquishing the role but am looking forward to a new person taking the club 
forward with a renewed sense of purpose and vigor with the backing of an 
enthusiastic committee.  I would like to say thank you to the committee for their 
support and hard work this year. 
 
Louise Needham 

 
 
 
SBRFC 2009-2010 

  
We started this season with the hope of a large intake of Fresher’s to build on 
last year’s success.  Although this was partly met, the success of last season is 
only something that unfortunately, we could only wish for.  From the start of the 
season, we have seemed to have had an unfortunate run of luck to say the least.  
From losing our coach within 2 weeks of the season starting, to mumps, swollen 
testicles and broken bones our team and squad varied greatly.  A string of close 
results before Christmas with a lot of ‘should haves’ left us at the bottom of the 
table as we went into the break. 
 
With a new coach, Mal Davies, coming on board just before Christmas we began 
to develop as a team and things began to pick up in the new term.  For the first 
time in the season the team that was named on a Monday actually started the 
game.  This coupled with the work from Mal paid off and we picked up our first 
win of the season. SBRFC 15 – 3 Worcester 2nds.  
 
However this ‘run’ did not continue and we soon returned to our losing ways.  
Close games continued to come, with yet more ‘if onlys,’ particularly against 
Nottingham Trent 3rds.  Trent, who are the run-away winners of the league only 
narrowly beat us 6 – 3 at SB.  Other notable performances included our result 
against Warwick 2nds, who had only conceded 20 points in 6 games until we 
played them. SBRFC 20 – 35 Warwick 2nds.   
 
Although the season finished on a relative high with a good home win against 
Aston 1sts; SBRFC 25 – 11 Aston 1sts, this was not enough to save the team from 
relegation. 
 
Thanks go to ‘Gabriel’ - specialists in the financial, legal and professional 
services sectors for their generous sponsorship of our playing kit. 
  
Captain’s Player – Ant Pugh 
Players’ Player – Sam Smalley 
Coach’s Player – Max Wood 
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SBRFC Committee 2009-2010 
  
Captain – Stuart Nicholls 
Vice-Captain Max Wood 
Social Secs. – Craig ‘Jew’ Wallace, Jake Lawson 
Treasurer – Tom Iveson 
Kitbag – Dylan Payne 
  
 
 
SBRFC Vs Presidents’ XV     
  
On Sunday 21st March, the once annual President’s game was played for the first 
time in almost ten years.  SBRFC took to the pitch expecting to play the miss-
match team of our Hon. President’s (Ken Mellits).  However we were quickly 
woken up by the physicality and skill of the opposition.  
 
The game developed into a fiercely contested match, with the standards of 
rugby high from both teams.  SBRFC eventually edged out winners 20-10.  The 
game was well supported by current students, with a crowd of almost 200 
watching, the largest crowd I have played in front of at SB.  Thanks go to the 
current staff and OKA members who played for Ken’s team and the club looks 
forward to playing this game in future years.  
 
Although the main focus of the weekend was the rugby, the club used the 
weekend to culminate the seasons charity fundraising efforts, for Help for 
Heroes.  Our thanks go to ‘Plura Consulting,’ University of Nottingham School of 
Biosciences and University of Nottingham Vetsoc for their sponsorship of the 
weekend.  Almost £2000 was raised for Help for Heroes on the weekend. 
  
  

 
SBRFC Edinburgh Tour 2010 

  
With the memories of last year’s tour still fresh in the memories of the senior 
players SBRFC ventured to foreign lands again.  Almost 30 people departed for 
Edinburgh on Friday 26th February.  Leaving campus without a disciplinary was 
an achievement but the bus journey soon began to take its toll.  Some 8 hours 
later after leaving a sunny SB we turned up in Edinburgh to sleet and snow.  The 
half-hour ‘short walk’ to the hostel from where the bus dropped us off was soon 
forgotten as we watched Wales lose to France at the infamous ‘Three Sisters.’  
Despite the best efforts of Jake and Jew, we failed to play a game on tour again, 
this year due to snow on the pitches... 
 
An annual tour day trip to J D Weatherspoons to watch the Six Nations ensured 
that the day was not wasted.  Although a phone call from the bus driver 
attempting to ruin the weekend by threatening to drive home that evening due 
to the ‘damage’ to the bus.  A swift £500 for the cleaning bill ensured we had a 
lift home.  
 
Following the day’s light beveraging a trip to an all you can eat Chinese, the 
booking taken by a strangely familiar northern voice.  The day was followed by a 
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brief Kangaroo Court session before we ventured to Edinburgh Uni SU for the 
evening’s entertainment. 
 
A rather sober bus trip home was enjoyed following the fines…Thanks go to Jake 
and Jew for organising the tour. 
 
Stuart Nicholls 

 

 

 

SB LADIES RFC aka UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM LADIES FIRST XV! 

 

The 09/10 season has been one of highs and lows for SBLRFC, or University of 
Nottingham Ladies First XV as we officially became this season, a massive 
achievement for a campus of our size, and a mark of the commitment shown by 
the girls.  The year began with a successful recruitment drive, culminating in a 
rugby fun day, complete with giant inflatables, giving many the chance to try 
rugby for the first time.  
 
The season began brightly, not put off by the absence of our new shirts we 
made the short trip to the University of Leicester to return with the 3 points.  
Things however did not continue as we had hoped with our results failing to look 
as impressive as the injury tally we were beginning to accumulate (our thanks 
go once again to Leicestershire Air Ambulance for their continued good work)- 
by the well needed Christmas break, only the return leg against Leicester 
yielding a win for SB.  
 
The New Year brought new challenges, with the realisation that as things stood 
we were competing with the main campus girls to avoid relegation.  Three 
games remained, including a grudge match against our UP rivals (who had 
nicked the victory at SB) from which we needed 2 victories.  The commitment of 
the girls really showed, with people pulling out the stops to make it over to UP 
for the crucial game.  Our fighting spirit prevailed, and with the help of the 
dedicated SB support we clinched a 7-0 victory through a brilliantly worked try 
from SB legend Jen Hall.  A narrow loss against Birmingham left everything in 
the balance of the final game, away to Bedfordshire.  Once again the girls pulled 
together and proved SB deserved to retain our title of the firsts in a convincing 
35-19 victory.  
 
Putting our rivalries aside SB joined forces with seconds to face our common 
enemy – Trent.  Everyone involved put in a huge effort, with 9 SB girls making 
the final squad.  The University of Nottingham team, clad in the now legendary 
SB hibiscus shirts proved too much for the all round inferior Trent team, with a 
try from SB’s Laura Cowlrick helping us along to a 14-5 victory to bring the 
trophy back to SB.  
 
All in all, it’s been an emotional season, but the commitment and passion of all 
the girls, especially when the going was tough, has made it great one.  We’ve 
recruited some awesome new girls and are well placed to maintain our crown as 
Nottingham first team next season.  I wish the new committee the best of luck  
 
KT Fitz  
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SHOOTING CLUB 

The Shooting Club has had an excellent year with a real drive to recruit new 
shots to the club.  Bob Howe has done us proud by providing us with a dedicated 
beginners area, qualified coaches and a variety of traps to allow a more relaxed 
environment for beginners to learn good gun skills and hopefully hit something! 

We’ve also had a very successful year for the more experienced shots.  We were 
lucky to have a keen group of Freshers and again we were able to send 4 teams 
to BUSC in February for the inter-university competition.  After a tricky day, and 
some abysmal early stands for myself, our first team came an impressive 5th, 
with special mentions to Matt Hylands shooting 88 (6th individually) and James 
Turner 86.  The girls did us proud as well, coming 10th, Elly shooting 55 (15th 

female individual), and we owe great thanks to Katie and Alice for bolstering the 
ranks with such enthusiasm! 

As part of Welly week we also hosted our own competition shoot this year, 
challenging teams to come forward from within the club as well as teams from 
Newton’s and the Vet School.  Dan McRink managed to source some excellent 
prizes on behalf of RABI, and the event raised over £50 towards the total sum.  
The team event was narrowly won by Ed Newton’s team, the individual best shot 
by James Turner, and no one got food poisoning, Bonus! 

We also enjoyed a very successful joint social with the Agrics at Thorpe Lodge 
Point to Point in February.  A great day out, with much tweed wearing, beer 
swilling and bet losing achieved by all concerned. 

The club has also been fortunate enough to receive funding for another O/U 20g 
which will be a real asset in our drive to encourage first timers to join the club 
next year.  Many thanks to the KPMG equipment fund, and the Annual Giving 
Grants for their contributions and to Ed Newton at Newton’s of Sutton Bonington 
for his continued support and sponsorship. 

This coming year the club will continue to expand as I finally resign as president.  
I’d like to thank the departing committee, Stu and Elly, who have worked 
incredibly hard during their years at SB to turn the shooting club into what it is 
today, and I hope that Matt and Dan continue their enthusiastic support and 
running of the club.  I feel sure SBSC will benefit greatly from the bright eyes 
and bushy tails that new committee will bring and I hope that the club can 
continue to grow whilst maintaining the fantastic atmosphere and ethos which 
we are so fortunate to be part of here at Sutton Bonington. 

Michael Bellamy 

 

 

 

SQUASH SOC 

 

This year’s Squash Soc has been a revelation.  More people than ever have had 
their lives changed on the “court of dreams” over at the Sutton Bonington Sports 
Hall.  After some mild confusion about the activities of the club, with some 
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people joining under the pretence that we were a society for sampling different 
flavours of squash drink, and others turning up with their favourite varieties of 
butternut squash, we were underway with a new group of eager Freshers as well 
as the old timers from previous years.  The first thing that struck us was that 
there was another racket sport on campus which was competing for our 
members at Fresher’s Fair.  The Badminton Soc.  Things got messy and there 
was some defacing of each of the societies Freshers’ Fair stand in order to 
compete for members.  Eventually this friendly rivalry paved the way for the first 
student competition to ever hit the squash courts.  This of course was the 
squash versus badminton competition in which we triumphed over them and 
proved once and for all that we were better in every way.  This year also saw the 
introduction of coaching.  Someone who actually knows what they are doing on a 
squash court came and imparted wisdom to us.  This enabled us to become 
better squash players as well as better members of society.  All in all it’s been a 
good year and this young society has once more grown in stature.  We look 
forward to the new committee grasping the reins and fulfilling this clubs full 
potential.  
 
Lee Middleton 

 

 

 

TENNIS SOC 

 

The attempt at continuing a tennis club on Sutton Bonington has somewhat 
failed.  Having made a good start with plenty of interest last year, the weather 
has unfortunately not been kind to us, and numbers have dwindled.  A few of us 
have attempted to regularly play, including myself, Alex-Watson Lazowski and 
David Piggott.  Through pure enjoyment of the game, we have managed to 
continue playing the sport, but I fear come next year, SB tennis society will be 
little more than a past dream. 
 
Henry Whiley 

 
 

 

VETSOC 

 

Vet Soc have been very busy this year!  The social calendar kicked off with the 
Vet Soc barbecue on the 22nd of September which lasted only two hours as 
supplies were stripped by a swarm of staff and students at lunchtime.  The 
Ceilidh and Barn Dance followed on the 24th of September and was in full swing 
into the early hours of Friday morning.  The band ‘Jiggabit’ kept the dance floor 
busy until the end of their set; queues of people waiting to get their hoedowns 
could be seen spilling out of the Charnwood room! 
 
In true Trimble and Storey style the Vet Soc Welcome Party on the 3rd of 
October was very thorough in inducting our new intake of vet school students.  
Not a face went un-baked beaned and no hair was left unmolassed!!  Later that 
evening, everyone appeared fresh and clean in the bar ready for more eating of 
cottage cheese and leeks.  To make up for the day’s less than gourmet menu the 
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night was rounded up with Mama Jane’s pizza and some memorable displays on 
the karaoke machine!  
 

 
 
Welly Week started on the 12th of October at SB; Vet Soc kicked off the week of 
events designed to raise money for the charity RABI with a quiz.  The question 
round based on the wellington boot was particularly challenging.  The end scores 
resulted in a tie between two tables, and the Froghole Team finally clinched first 
prize. 
 
Since the beginning of the year Vet Soc’s Clinical Club has had a number of 
different people giving evening presentations on a wide range of subjects.  The 
Clinical Club Secretary Bobby Hyde has organised talks on elbow dysplasia, 
swine flu and dyslexia within the veterinary profession, to name a few.  The 
second half of the year was just as busy on the Clinical Club front with visits 
from the likes of cattle vet Roger Blowey and John Lewis, a world-renowned 
specialist in exotics anaesthesia. 
 
On the 26th November, Vet Soc hosted the Big Fat Quiz of the Year in order to 
raise money for World Rabies Day.  Turnout for the event was good and it was 
nice to see some members of staff come to test their knowledge with the 
students.  After two hours of racking brains over questions like ‘what is the 
current value of a guinea’, and regular displays of blank faces, the points were 
totalled up and the winning team walked away with a bottle of wine and tin of 
Quality Street.  The takings for the night came to £75 which will be donated to 
the World Rabies Day charity – not too bad for a few hours of work! 
 
The first of the Vet Soc events for 2010 was a joint foam party with SB Ents.  
The night started with an exclusive cocktail party in the VIP lounge, formerly 
known as the Postgrad Common Room.  The event was well attended and by the 
end of the evening, all except a few litres of cocktail had been consumed over 
the exchange of pleasantries, intellectual conversation and ‘Yee Haw’.  
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Thankfully the remaining CosmoBoningtons were finished by eco-friendly 4th 
years who just hated to see fine drinks in buckets go to waste. 
 
Meanwhile, outside of the executive suite, the bar had transformed into a 
magnificent slippery world of orange-flavoured foam, populated by panda eyes 
and Dan King sans trousers.  The disco was going until the early hours of the 
morning, and the floor was still full when the lights came up.  A good night all-
in-all! 
 
For Valentine’s Day, Vet Soc once again took up its role of romancing the 
building to raise money for the charity Help4Heroes.  Everyone donated 
generously to the collection bucket and hundreds of roses were sold for the good 
cause.  The services provided varied from silly string attacks, to serenades and 
the amazing cow lap dance.  Some members of staff, such as Prof. Malcolm 
Cobb reacted with dignity to the pelvic thrusts of the bootylicious bovine. 
However, not all members of staff were so graceful (warning: this photo carries 
mental health risks)…. 
 

 
 
Funnily enough, the music ran out before the Vet Valentine Cow had reached the 
end of the line… 
 
The biggest event on the Vet Soc social calendar was the 2nd ever Annual Vet 
Soc Ball which was held on the 21st of May.  Over 400 students and staff 
members were in attendance.  A lot of effort was put into organising the event 
and it showed on the night, with features such as the vodka luge and ice 
sculpture of AJ being added touches to an already superb evening. 
 
The Vet Soc Casino and Salsa Night was held on the 1st of June at Alea Casino in 
Nottingham.  The party started with a round of free cocktails followed by a 
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delicious 3-course dinner.  After a brief break and a few more cocktails the 
dance floor was filled ready for Salsa Steve and his glamorous assistant to teach 
everyone some salsa moves.  The night was rounded off by a flutter in the 
casino with some Vet Soc funded free chips. 
 
The last of outgoing committee’s contributions to the year was to sponsor a 
bouncy castle for the Staff and Student Barbecue, and of course, man the 
barbecues! 
 
We wish the new Vet Soc committee the best of luck for the coming year! 
 
Committee 2009-2010 

President Alex Bowes 
Secretary Sarah Voss 
Treasurer Jenn Clarkson 
Clinical Club Secretary Bobby Hyde 
Social Secretary Sarah Drage 
Admissions Rep Kate Heller 
AVS Senior KT Fitzgerald 
AVS Junior Nay Fitzgibbons 
IVSA Senior Lucy Bright 
IVSA Junior Tom Foster 
Year 0 Academic Rep Alice Croxford 
Year 1 Academic Rep Jane Piggot 
Year 1 Academic Rep Laura Bateman 
Year 2 Academic Rep Hannah Batty 
Year 2 Academic Rep Mary Davis 
Year 3 Academic Rep Derrick Fall 
Year 3 Academic Rep Anna Briggs 
Year 4 Academic Rep Lorna Roberts 
Year 4 Academic Rep Bev Bush 
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BIOSCIENCES CONTRIBUTIONS  
 
 
 
NEWS FROM BIOSCIENCES ADMINISTRATION 
 
As usual, I will start this year’s news with an update on staff comings and 
goings.  We have seen drastic changes this year both in the work of the office 
and the personnel.  In January, the University established a Student Services 
Centre (SSC) at the bottom of the Main Building long corridor and Sharon Knight 
(Postgraduate Assistant) and Claudia Guazzarotti (Office Assistant) were 
transferred to this office.  The reason for this move is that the SSC has taken 
over the Registry functions previously carried out by the School Office such as 
confirming student status and status changes, and maintaining student records.  
In addition, we have seen the very welcome increased presence of a number of 
support services through the SSC – Counselling, Academic Support, Financial 
Support, International Office, Disability Support, Careers, Sexual Health Adviser 
and the Chaplaincy all have a presence on campus each week. 
 
As a result of the creation of the new SSC, the School Office also moved 
locations.  It now occupies a much more prominent position at the front of the 
Main Building and has been provided with a long-awaited improved 
counter/reception area.  We are having new furniture delivered as this report is 
being written, to complete the refurbishment of the School Office. 
 
We undertook a team-building event in April when were joined by the Research 
Support Team for a well-being day.  The University is currently investing more in 
the well-being of its staff, having recognised that well-being is often 
commensurate with performance, and we all enjoyed a very beneficial day which 
covered nutritional needs of the body, energy flow and increasing vitality, 
relaxation and meditation.  We were all very chilled out by the end of the day (it 
didn’t last once back in the office!). 
 
A new activity for the School Office to manage this year was a University 
requirement that students’ attendance should be monitored.  This is necessary 
to comply with the UK Border Agency’s policies, but has caused a lot of 
additional work for the office, and the long-suffering academic staff who have 
needed to return information on whether students have been attending lectures, 
handing in coursework etc. 
 
The School continues to develop its profile of courses at Nottingham, with the 
introduction of an MRes in Industrial Physical Biochemsitry, MRes in Brewing 
Science, MRes in Sustainable Bioenergy from 2010 entry and MSc Crop 
Biotechnology and Entrepreneurship (Malaysia).  There are also proposals to 
develop a BSc in Environmental Science in China and MSc in Remote Sensing in 
Malaysia.   
 
The management and operation of the School was reviewed in May by a panel 
comprising senior members of the University and external advisers.  A series of 
rigorous meetings with all categories of staff and students in the School were 
held, and the outcomes were very positive for the School.  The Panel was very 
impressed with the School in terms of quality and reputations regarding 
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research.  The quality of student outcomes was also noted, as was a collegiate 
atmosphere and the excellent resources that were available at SB. 
If you have not yet decided what to do after completing your first degree and 
are contemplating postgraduate study, please have a look at what opportunities 
there are within the School for Masters’ degrees at:  
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/biosciences/courses/pg_courses_introduction.php 
and for PhDs at: 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/biosciences/research/vacancies.php 

 
Sarah Johnson 

Biosciences School Manager (Academic Administration) 

 

 

 

DIVISION OF ANIMAL SCIENCES 

 
This has been a year of consolidation for the Division, so we haven’t made any 
new full-time appointments (although we still have a fluid population of 
postgrads and postdocs).  The three colleagues who form our ‘Neurophysiology’ 
group have now taken up residence in brand new accommodation (offices / 
laboratories) in the Vet School.  This was all planned during the building of the 
Vet School and was because we vacated our accommodation in the former Avian 
Physiology Building as well as The Maples (the building just to the East of South 
Lab that was demolished to make way for a brand new small animal facility that 
has just finished being built).  Our links with the Vet School continue to develop, 
mainly on the research front  
 
I mentioned last year that we had received a large grant to upgrade the Rob 
Clarke Teaching Laboratory; it is a superb facility much appreciated by students 
and staff alike.  The new exercise bikes are particularly fetching... as we have so 
many Animal Science undergraduates (this is great news, by the way!), then it’s 
all hands to the grindstone when it comes to delivering practical classes.  Even 
the Head of Division plays an enthusiastic role and any disbelieving individual 
out there is invited to go to:  
 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/pesl/browse/author/sz/258/learning386/ 
 
(Martin Luck kicks off the description, so you will have to wait until 1.59 into the 
clip before I appear !) 
 
After some 15 years of managing Animal Science undergraduate recruitment and 
11 as School Senior UG Admissions Tutor, this is my last year as it is high time I 
made way for youth!  I still propose to be around for our UCAS Open Days, not 
just because I enjoy the banter when a former student I taught brings offspring 
to look around the place !  
 
The University is very keen on Internationalisation (we have a Campus in 
Ningbo, China, and another in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia) and of course one of the 
reasons why we came top in the UK in the recent RAE in Panel 16 ‘Agriculture, 
Veterinary and Food Sciences’ was because 95% of our research output was of 
international quality.  With an eye on the next assessment (that will be slightly 
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different: Research Excellence Framework), it’s pleasing to note that all staff in 
the Division have recently presented papers at international conferences, most 
as invitations, so those with a keen interest in maintaining their sun-tan have 
usually not been disappointed.  I have to say however that one of my trips was 
to Norway in mid-December during a particularly cold snap (both there and 
here).  We were the host for the Society of Reproduction and Fertility annual 
conference in July.  
 
Goodbye to: 

 
Helen (Nell) Masey O’Neil BSc, PhD, PostDoc with me was poached by ABVista 
before the end of her research contract here; her new boss (Mike Bedford, BSc 
1981) has been warned that future behaviour of this sort will not be tolerated. 
 
A good year for Animal Sciences!!  We now have a colleague who works with 
bees (Dr Reinhard Stoger) and another (Dr Sara Kelly) who is part of a 
successful Nottingham consortium to become the National Pain Centre for the 
Arthritis Research Council, so true diversification!  We still of course retain our 
interests in core Animal Science subjects familiar to all those who have passed 
through the Division and those wishing to learn more are invited to visit our 
website: 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/biosciences/divisions/animal/index.aspx 
 
Prof Julian Wiseman  

 

 
 

JIMMY BRIGGS 

 
We celebrated the retirement of Jimmy Briggs last year after 50 years of service 
to the University with a dinner on 15th December (please see photos section with 
him being presented with the award by the Vice-Chancellor, Prof David 
 Greenaway).  
 
Jimmy was an Engineering technician who joined us straight from school.  My 
earliest memory of him was when I joined SB as a postgraduate in 1975.  I was 
the goalkeeper (‘The Cat’ – honestly...) of the SB Academicals football team and 
he was a more than effective full back.  His sporting prowess continued with the 
small summer ball and we both played for the staff cricket team.  We came oh 
so close to beating arch rivals Normanton with a last wicket stand that brought 
us very near the target only for me to hole out just the wrong side of the 
boundary.  I think he forgave me.  And then there were the long evenings spent 
weighing chickens.  Try as we could, we could never work as fast as Beryl, 
Jimmy and his brother Billy.  
 
Jimmy is a stalwart of the SB village community and we wish him and Beryl a 
long and productive retirement. 
 
Julian Wiseman 
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CT SCANNER USED IN SEARCH FOR LEANER LAMBS 

 

Dr Kevin Sinclair, an Associate Professor and Reader in Developmental Biology at 
SB Campus, has been using a mobile scanner to scan sheep at Sutton Bonington 
Campus.  This technology developed by the Scottish Agricultural College in 
Edinburgh, is also being used to help farmers pick the “best of the best” to breed 
better quality meat into their flocks.  (see photo section) 
 
The mobile scanner is brought down to Nottingham for a few days each month 
for use by SAC, Edinburgh.  The lambs are mildly sedated and then strapped into 
a purpose-built cradle with foam pads to keep them comfortable and still.  
Virtual cross-section slices appear on a radiologist’s screen as each lamb passes 
through the former NHS scanner.  Once completed the sheep are given time to 
relax in a pen before being transported back to their farm.  Kirsty McLean, from 
the Scottish Agricultural College said “The sheep are quite chilled out.  They’re 
not really fussed about it.” 
 
Local pedigree sheep farmer Charles Sercombe, was one of a group of farmers 
to have some of his flock scanned and will be using the information gained to 
find superior sheep for breeding. 
 
Dr Sinclair said: “One argument for lamb becoming less popular as a meat is 
because people complain about it being too fatty.  Breeders are increasingly 
testing their animals for leanness and this technology does it with pinpoint 
accuracy.  What SAC are doing is a process of selection, akin to natural 
selection, except they are speeding up the process and selecting characteristics 
that we, as consumers favour.  This isn’t new.  Domestication in farm animals 
occurred 10,000 years ago and we’ve been doing it ever since.” 
 
The mobile scanner, used by SAC, has been such a hit with farmers that it is 
hoped a permanent unit will be set up at SB by the end of the year. 
 
Kevin Sinclair 
 

 
 
DIVISION OF FOOD SCIENCES  

 
It is again that time of year to put pen to paper for Agrimag, and as always I 
feel almost too busy to stop and take stock of the year!  Let’s start with the big 
stuff, the development of the Bioenergy, Brewing and Food Hall Building which is 
now well under way, as you will all have noticed, with a completion date of April 
next year.  We have been fortunate to be able to use our current Food Hall for 
many years and we are still grateful to Northern Foods for the support in its 
erection.  However, the time has come to move to a new custom built facility 
supported in part by the regional development agency.  To commemorate the 
commencement of the new build a time capsule was put into the foundations.  
This was carried out by the Vice Chancellor David Greenaway, Tony van 
Kralingen from SABMiller, Chris Brock from the East Midlands Development 
Agency and Katherine Smart.  A duplicate of the capsule will be put on display in 
the new building foyer.   

32



Our interactions with Northern Foods continue, and with the support of the IGD 
David Gray and his team were able to put on this year’s Food Science Summer 
School.  A special thank you goes to Carole Stewart of Northern Foods for 
championing the cause.  The Summer Schools are aimed at developing the 
interests of pre-GCSE young people in the sciences that underpin the production 
and manufacture of food.  This year the Lord Haskins invited speaker was Prof 
Peter Lillford, who delivered an interactive lecture on the development of food 
economies in response to new technologies and global food security issues.  
Needless to say it was great success.  I would also like to take the opportunity to 
congratulate the rest of the team at Nottingham for their efforts in making this 
happen: Judith Wayte, Judith Arris and Dr Tim Foster.  Thanks also go to Dairy 
Crest, Youngs Seafood and the Seafood Company, Sainsburys, Marks and 
Spencer, Tesco and Bakkavor for helping with bursaries for the students. 
 
As almost every year I have written this contribution it has been a year of 
change.  This year saw the surprise retirement of Professor Andy Taylor and our 
chief technician Phil Glover.  We all wish our retiring colleagues every happiness.  
Colleagues showed their appreciation for Phil Glover at a small reception which 
was marked by Phil’s recitation of a poignant and amusing farewell poem.  Andy 
Taylor has not drifted too far away since he is devoting some of his time to the 
spin-off company Flavometrix, across the road from Food Sciences.   
 
As colleagues retire new members of staff have joined the Division in 
preparation to populate the new building.  We would like to welcome Donald 
Macleod, Stephanie Brindley, Rob Whitelam and Louise Dynes who are part of 
the Bioenergy LACE programme and Jerry Avis, Leigh Birkin and Victoria Scott 
who are part of the Food and Biofuel Innovation Centre in conjunction with 
EMDA and the successful European Regional Development Fund application.  
Also joining the Brewing Science team lead by Professor Katherine Smart, are Dr 
Chris Powell, Lecturer in Yeast and Fermentation and Dr Chenyu Du, Lecturer in 
Biochemical Engineering. 
 
Finally, I look forward to reading next year’s contribution as I am signing off 
from this duty together with the position of Head of Food Sciences. This report 
will be penned by a new HOD and we all wait with baited breath to see who will 
take on the mantle.  Whoever takes on this role will have my full support.   
 
I wish everyone all the best for coming year. 
 
Ian Connerton 
 

 

 

PLANT AND CROP SCIENCES DIVISION  

 

It has been another busy and successful year for the Plant and Crop Sciences 
Division, with three members of the Division being promoted in the May round of 
University Promotions.  Martin Broadley was promoted to Associate Professor 
and Reader in Plant Nutrition and Zoe Wilson has risen to Associate Professor 
and Reader in Developmental Plant Biology.  Zinnia Gonzalez, who has been a 
post-doc with Jerry Roberts for ages and more recently a research fellow, was 
promoted to University Lecturer.  Congratulations to them all.  Malcolm Bennett 
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has managed to secure a BBSRC Special Professor Fellowship to examine root 
architecture.  These highly prestigious fellowships are for five years and only two 
being given annually for all of the science covered within BBSRC’s remit.    
 
Two academic staff within the Division were also prominent in leading large 
interdisciplinary projects funded by the ERANET-Plant Genomics pan-EU agency.   
The vSEED project led by Professor Mike Holdsworth aims to provide a dynamic 
mathematical description of seed dormancy, after-ripening and germination, 
using the related species Arabidopsis thaliana and Lepidium sativum.  This will 
be achieved through identification of key transcriptome networks, cell wall 
components and biophysical attributes of specific seed compartments that 
regulate endosperm rupture and radicle emergence  www.vseed.org/zope/vSEED 
for more details.  
 
The TOMQML project, led by Professor Graham Seymour aims to identify genes 
underlying tomato quantitative trait loci (QTL) that influence fruit quality.  The 
project will make an important contribution to fundamental knowledge about the 
molecular basis of fruit ripening.  
More details at www.erapg.org/everyone/16790/18613/19533/19544.   
 
Staff also published over 50 papers and articles in a variety of top rated journals 
including Plant Cell, Development, and Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences USA.  
 
Martin Broadley was also successful with his work on plant nutrition, gaining 
funding from the BBSRC as part of a collaborative group involving Rothamsted 
Research, Warwick University, SCRI Dundee and industry, to develop 
biofortification strategies for brassicas to enhance human diets.  Rumiana Ray, 
one of our newest members of staff, has set up a new project called SAFEMalt 
(Strategies Against Fusarium head blight Effective in Malting barley).  This is in 
collaboration with various other bodies and industries, including David Cook in 
Food Sciences, and is funded by the Technology Strategy Board. 
 
Plant and Crop Science Staff have also been very active on the international 
front.  Several have visited the School of Biosciences at the University of 
Nottingham’s campus in Malaysia (UNiM) and contributed to teaching and 
discussions.  There are also many international research collaborations within 
the Division.  Colin Black continues to develop research in agroforestry in sub-
Saharan Africa, Matt Dickinson has developed links in Ghana for his plant 
pathology work on phytoplasmas and Zoe Wilson has developed strong links with 
China and especially Fudan University and Shanghai Jiaotong University, which 
collaborate with Nottingham as part of the Fudan-SJTU-Nottingham Plant 
Biotechnology R&D Centre.   
 
Sean Mayes has worked closely with colleagues in Biosciences at the Malaysia 
Campus to develop a wide range of research (mostly at the post-graduate level 
so far), with projects investigating crops including oil palm in collaboration with 
government and private industry.  Oil palm is the main crop in Malaysia and 
research to improve its quality and yield through input involving University of 
Nottingham staff is looked on very favourably.  There is also research on rice, 
various exotic fruit and vegetable crops, and on their nutritional content and 
shelf-life.  In December 2008, it was announced at a major Consultative Group 

34



on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) meeting in Africa that the 
Malaysia Campus of the University of Nottingham would lead the research 
activities of the new Crops for the Future (CFF) organisation.  Along with 
advocacy work (led by our partners in CFF, Bioversity, Kuala Lumpur) the focus 
will be on developing underutilised crops to enhance food security and novel 
non-food uses.  The establishment of new farm and research facilities in 
Malaysia for CFF is moving forward and this will become a major part of the 
integrated University-wide theme of Food Security. 
 
The Division continues to attract large numbers of visitors and students from 
around the World to study at the Masters and PhD levels or work as research 
visitors.  The Masters courses in Plant Genetic Manipulation and Crop 
Improvement continue to be successful and a large number of students who 
have taken these courses over the years now work in a variety of institutions 
World-wide, spreading the reputation of plant and crop science at Sutton 
Bonington.  The relatively new Masters in MSc in Crop Biotechnology and 
Entrepreneurship, run jointly with the Business School, also flourishes.  
Divisional staff also teach large numbers of undergraduate students, including 
many from the School of Biology at University Park.   
 
Kevin Pyke 
 

 

 

NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

 
The biggest change in the Division of Nutritional Sciences this year was my 
takeover of the role of Head of Division from Andy Salter at the start of the 
academic session.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Andy for all of 
his contributions during his term in the hot-seat and for his continued support as 
I have felt the heat make its way up through my gluteus maximus.  It has been 
an “interesting” year for me as I’ve learned the ropes, and overall has been a 
time where I’ve greatly appreciated the supportive nature of the School and my 
colleagues in the Division. 
 
The Division has had a good year in terms of research income and outputs.  
Sarah McMullen was awarded a major grant from the British Heart Foundation 
and John Brameld and Tim Parr have been involved in some very positive 
research interactions with Pfizer.  As a group we have published more papers in 
the first half of 2010 than we did in the whole of 2008 and members of our 
grouping have been involved with a number of high impact publications and 
conference presentations.  The sustained research effort of Marcos Alcocer over 
the last few years was rewarded in this year’s promotion round.  Marcos was 
appointed Associate Professor from August 2010.  
 
2010 has been another busy year for comings and goings.  We were very 
pleased to welcome Preeti Jethwa to the Division as a new lecturer in Human 
Nutrition.  Preeti  joined us from the School of Biomedical Sciences and has 
expertise in the neuroendocrine control of appetite and energy balance.  Anne 
How, who has been overseeing the clinical placements for Master of Nutrition 
students will sadly be leaving the Division this summer to take up a new post of 
Therapy Services Manager at the Nottingham University Hospital Trust.  We also 
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said farewell this year to Rosemary Reid, who retired in December after having 
been PA to the Head of Division of Nutritional Sciences and the supervisor of our 
administrative team for over 20 years. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to report that this year saw the strongest overall 
performance by Nutritional Sciences students for many years, with no less than 
15 first class degrees being awarded to finalists in our subject areas.  The class 
of 2010 have clearly been a vintage year and I would like to congratulate all of 
our students who graduated this summer, particularly Heather Russell (MNutr), 
Katie Wardle (MNutr), Nikki Stokes (MNutr), Alexandra Brown (MNutr), Kelly 
Deakins (MNutr), Caroline Hook (MNutr), Lucy Upton (MNutr), Ian Garner 
(Nutrition), Hannah Duggan (MNutr), Melissa Rice (MNutr), Eleanor Tidswell 
(MNutr), Yu Yen Teo (Nutrition and Food Science), Yi Luan Yap (Nutrition and 
Food Science), Joanne Gould (Nutrition and Food Science), Denise Tan (Nutrition 
and Food Science) who all achieved very well-deserved first class honours.  This 
year the worthy winners of our prizes for final year students were Aya McClellan 
(Alpro prize), Nicola Taylor (Brakes Food Composition prize), Katie Wardle 
(Norma M Lauder Prize) and Heather Russell (Nutricia prize).  This year we 
offered two new prizes which were awarded to Danielle Mayhew (Peter Buttery 
prize) and Ian Garner (Ron Bardsley prize).  Very special congratulations go to 
Sarah Engeham, Lucy Craggs, Krystal Hemmings, Aziah Abd Aziz, Champorn 
Chaosap (jointly with Animal Sciences) and Adam Tasker who all successfully 
completed their postgraduate research degrees this year. 
 
Over recent years it seems to have become the tradition to end these reports 
with the list of all the “young nutritionists” who have joined the team.  I will 
maintain the tradition and welcome the babies of 2009-2010, a truly exceptional 
year.  Anne How had her twin boys Rhodri and Gavin in October. Erin, Matthew 
Elmes new daughter and Sarah McMullen’s daughters Ottilie and Emmeline were 
born in March.  
 
Simon Langley-Evans. 
 
 

RURAL BUSINESS RESEARCH UNIT (RBRU) 

 
At the time of writing this year’s entry for Agrimag, readers who are closely 
connected to farming and horticulture will be well aware of the cold winter, the 
dry spring, and the (so far at least) warm summer.  The cold, dry winter, which 
was followed by a very dry spring, has meant that much of the crop and grass 
production this year has been crying out for more water.  Within our work for 
the Farm Business Survey (FBS) this year, we are, by chance, collecting 
information and data on farmers use of water and their attitudes and behaviours 
towards water management – be this recycling of water or how they use water 
in the many areas of agriculture and horticulture that are so dependent on 
water.  This is the first time that there has been a major research survey 
programme on water use on farms within the FBS; the dry year has led to more 
interest than ever in this new area of our work.  Of course, the main financial 
and physical data of the FBS remains the core area of the Unit’s work, but we 
are looking forward to making even greater use of the data we collect, and to 
this end we have recently re-launched one of our on-line delivery services – 
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www.farmbusinesssurvey.co.uk – as well as having easier navigation around the 
site, the web site now offers users the opportunity to compare their farm 
business with those in other EU countries.  This is a novel area for the FBS and 
is a first within the EU.  In order to ensure that we have everything working 
correctly, we have started with two farm types – cereals and dairy – with plans 
to introduce more farms types over the months and years to come.  Alongside of 
these developments we are planning to roll out a series of regional workshops in 
the Spring of 2011 – the aim of these workshops being to encourage farmers, 
advisors, government, researchers and other interested parties of the data 
outreach tools that we have available, and to show them how easy they are to 
access and use.  So, if you are reading this from the comfort of your kitchen 
table anywhere in England, watch out for a workshop near you in the Spring. 
 
With the expansion of our work and the new FBS contract in place we set about 
recruiting a new member of staff to join the team, and in December of 2009 
Hugh Roper (BSc Agriculture from SB 2007) joined us.  Unfortunately for us, 
Hugh decided that after 7 months with us his future lay elsewhere and so he 
decided to leave the Unit and head back to Somerset to become more involved 
in practical farming and farm management.  Hugh’s departure means that we 
will be recruiting for a new member of the team in the Autumn / Winter of 2010. 
 
Whilst water (or the lack of it) is a key theme of the current year, looking ahead 
we are hopeful that the wider work of the University’s bioenergy centre will 
prove fruitful in discovering a pathway to capturing efficiently the sugars (and 
hence value) from straw, and generate a potential market for straw, particularly 
in the East of the country.  For the year to come, we aim to conduct a large 
scale on-farm survey that will explore the attitudes of farmers towards supplying 
straw to a biofuel industry.   
 
We are hoping once again to build on the excellent outcomes from the Unit last 
year, and crucial to this is the assistance and co-operation of our FBS famers.   
My thanks are due again to my colleagues in the RBRU for their hard work and 
excellent team-spirit; these two essential factors are central to our ongoing 
success. 
 
Paul Wilson, Director 

July 2010 

 
 

 

SPORTS REPORT 

 
Sports participation this year has continued to increase at Sutton Bonington 
among students, staff and the local community. 
 
Again this year we ran a futsal league in the sports hall with six football teams 
turning up each week to play a 40 minute game. Sutton Bonington Academicals 
F.C.  were once again champions. 
 
This year I started a ‘Morning Club’ meeting between 7.00am and 8.00am 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to do circuit training, interval sessions and 
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running.  This has proved popular with our members allowing them to exercise 
before work. 
 
The new fitness suite equipped with televisions and music system continues to 
be our most popular facility with lots of students exercising around lectures on a 
regular basis. 
 
The new climbing wall which we built in an old converted squash court (with OKA 
support) continues to be used and this year we have a new student Harriett Hall 
in the Vet School who has represented Great Britain for climbing. 
 
This season the men’s and women’s rugby teams did not do as well as last year, 
although the women’s team will continue to represent the University as 
Nottingham first team next year.  In March the men played a charity match 
against the staff  with proceeds going to ‘Help For Heroes’ – although a close 
match, the students won. 
 
The University will hold its second Tri-Campus Games in June this year – this 
year teams from China and the United Kingdom will travel to Semenyih Campus 
in Malaysia to compete.  Students from Sutton Bonington will once again be part 
of the Nottingham University Great Britain Team. 
 
Congratulations to Richard Darling, a member of staff in the RBRU section, 
South Lab.  Richard ran the London Marathon in 2 hours 40 minutes (a PB by 5 
minutes) – this means he automatically qualifies to start the London Marathon 
as an elite runner in 2011. 
 
Mark Waters 

Sutton Bonington Sports Centre Manager 
www.active-coaching.co.uk  
 
 
 
SUMMER BALL SPEECH 2010 

 

When considering that this is a Prohibition Ball, I rather felt that you all should 
be prevented from doing something.  And then I remembered that you already 
are: those of you who were at the last Dining In will recall that the SB song has 
been banned at Hall Formals. 
 
I looked into Prohibition using that well known academic tool, Wikipedia, and 
learned that while alcohol prohibition in the USA during the 1920-30s was 
successful in reducing the amount of liquor consumed, it tended to destroy 
society by other means.  At the end of Prohibition in the USA, some supporters 
openly admitted its failure.  A letter, written in 1932 by wealthy industrialist 
John D. Rockefeller states: 
 

“When Prohibition was introduced, I hoped that it would be widely 
supported by public opinion and the day would soon come when the evil 
effects of alcohol would be recognized.  I have slowly and reluctantly 
come to believe that this has not been the result.  Instead, drinking has 
generally increased; a vast army of lawbreakers has appeared; respect for 
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the law has been greatly lessened; and crime has increased to a level 
never seen before.” 
 

Anyway, we may have lost the SB song, but I am pleased to report that there 
has been no army of lawbreakers on campus and – with the exception of the 
toilet incident (as discussed at the last comedy night) – there has been little 
crime. 
 
The Summer Ball is always a good time for looking back to the start of the 
Academic year and taking stock of some of what we have been doing and what 
we have achieved.  I think we have come on leaps and bounds in terms of 
acquiring various pieces of equipment for running events and – of course – we 
have also been putting them to good use.  Last summer we bought the big 
speaker stacks for SB TEC followed shortly after by a whole load of modular 
stage units.  Then we had a rather difficult time when SB TEC was closed down, 
but we have emerged with our major equipment intact and an even better sound 
system in the JCR.  We have also invested further in Music Soc and the Funny 
Farm and been rewarded with no less than 7 comedy events – thanks especially 
to Dan and Bobby - , a political debate (not to be confused with a comedy event, 
even though Dan was behind much of it), a superb OKA Roller Disco - thanks 
especially to Tess and (can you guess?)  Dan - and a good-as-ever SB Stock – 
thanks to Dave Cain and his team.  I also thank Toby Trimble and his team for 
the earlier Music Soc events.  We have also had a tranche of great Dining Ins, 
thanks to the JCR/Guild for their help with those. 
 
Talking of Dining Ins brings me to my guests, who tonight are all members of 
the Bonington Hall catering team, also known as Sodexo.  For years and years 
and years they have catered for all the Dining Ins and the Summer Balls but, 
because they were always working, I have never before been able to invite them 
as guests to one of these events before.  I thought Jean Thurman, who is here 
tonight, held the record for having worked the most Summer Balls, 25,  but it 
turns out that Chris, who is also here, has done 33!  Also, Margaret has done an 
impressive 18 and Georgina nearly as many.  I also have with me my Deputy 
Warden and most of the Resident Tutors: I can assure you that they have all put 
in a lot of effort over the year and dealt with a range of situations with 
competence.  Please could my guests, the Sodexo staff and the Resident Tutor 
team, stand for their due applause. 
 
The Summer Ball is also a bitter-sweet time when we start to say goodbye to 
those scores of students who are about to graduate and leave.  All of them have, 
in their own and varied ways, made a difference to the SB community and it 
would be impossible to name them all.  At risk of it being invidious to pick out 
just one representative person, I’d like to mention Stuart Nichols for his help 
with raising funds and being behind many sporting events.  Not all of our 
graduates want to leave and a number stay on as post graduates and we have 
even managed this year to send our Guild Chair up to become a member of next 
year’s SU Exec!  Those of you who do leave this year, please be sure to come 
back for the OKA weekend, which is 19th November. 
 
Of course, when members of our community graduate, they become Alumni and 
I absolutely must mention how generous the SB alumni have been for many 
years.  Alumni donations have funded many of the events you have had and 
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much of the equipment we have acquired.  As evidence of this, I draw your 
attention to the white tent on the front lawns back at SB that has just been 
purchased using Alumni donations (and thanks to Michael Neaverson for his 
input into this process). 
 
Finally, for organising the event we are at right now, the Prohibition Summer 
Ball 2010, I of course wish to thank the JCR, the Guild, the Events Committee 
and Una Lilley.  It would take too long to run through all of their names but – if 
you don’t already know who they are – you can pick them out as the ones with 
one of our splendid new walkie talkies.  Roger and Out. 
 
Ian Hardy, Warden of Bonington Hall 

 
 
 
THE DeCIDER......... 
 

It was in late March, shortly after the Spring Equinox, that a group of 
“nerdowells” and those with an interest in cider gathered together at the abode 
of the good Dr. Rupert Fray to test homemade cider.   
 
In its inaugural year, the Sutton Bonington Cider Cup was up for grabs in the 
home made cider competition, this time entered by those well known cider 
makers, Fray, Pyke, Hackett and King; that’s Graham King from Rothamsted 
Research.  The rules of the competition were strict, with only apples, water and 
yeast being allowed in the ferment. 
 
An impressive array of 15 entries were lined up to be judged and all present 
commenced on the arduous task of tasting each one and filling in their score 
sheet.  Indeed, the tasting was a slickly organised operation, with even a spit 
bucket, because alas a few entries were fairly undrinkable!  But the quality was 
high and after great mathematical considerations and statistical analysis, the 
extent of which sent Dr Broadley into raptures, the final results were announced, 
with Rupert Fray taking the top three positions, Kevin Pyke 4th and Graham King 
there or thereabouts.  So Rupert Fray was presented with the Cider Cup, (see 
photo section), for his winning brew, delicately called “Badger’s Arse”. 
 
A fine time was had by all and many thanks to Rupert and Zuszsa for their 
hospitality and Grantley, Ranjan, Martin, Don, Phil Hill and all of their families 
and partners for supporting. 
 
 
 
NEW ACADEMIC STAFF – PREETI JETHWA 

 
I recently joined the School of Biosciences in January 2010 as a Lecturer in 
Human Nutrition in the Division of Nutritional Sciences.  I received my 
undergraduate degree in BSc. Medical Biochemistry at Kings College London, my 
studies continued with a MSc. Biomedical Research Sciences at the same 
institution.  I completed an industrial linked PhD with Prof. Stephen Bloom at 
Imperial College London and GlaxoSmithKine in 2005.  Following my PhD I 
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obtained a post–doctoral fellowship position here at the University of Nottingham 
Medical School with Prof. Francis Ebling.   Throughout my research career I have 
focused on nutrition and obesity, this has been predominantly on how the 
hypothalamus (a primitive part of the brain known to regulate a number of 
homeostatic mechanisms) regulates appetitive behavior and metabolism, with 
particular attention to the development and prevention of obesity and its 
associated co-morbidities (insulin resistance, hypertension etc,).   
 
Recently there have been a number of studies to show that excessive energy 
intake is linked to cognitive decline.  The current focus of my research is to 
investigate how nutrition influences cognitive capacity in the juvenile, adult and 
aged model.  The aim is to exploit any novel genes which may have differential 
expression in the brains of individuals on diets of altered composition compared 
to those on control diets.  The aim is determine their actions by developing brain 
specific conditional knockout mice, using viral vectors for over-expression 
studies and using novel imaging techniques as well as to determine any trans-
generational influences.  I recently was awarded the monetary Strategic Skills 
Award from the BBSRC in May 2010. 
 
Preeti Jethwa 
 
 
DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
Last year I was able to tell you a little about the new building (most) of the 
division will occupy from next year. This is now being built! As in concrete, steel 
and so on. The general consensus at the moment is that it looks like a multi-
story car park, but it is a work in progress.  The outer walls will be made of 
straw (yes really), and what’s more has already been grown and is stored at the 
University Farm. So it really is a case of grow your own building. You can 
imagine that we have had many huffing and puffing comments from colleagues; 
however you won’t see the straw and the underlying structure is a pretty robust 
set of steel girders and concrete– even Julian won’t be able to blow it down. The 
heating will be similarly green being provided by a ground source heat pump 
which takes soil heat and transfers it to the building. So there were lots of deep 
holes drilled underneath the foundations, doesn’t seem sensible to me but 
hopefully someone has done the structural calculations. With luck the building 
will be delivered to the University around March of next year and the plan is for 
us to move in towards the end of June. 
 
As mentioned above most of the division will be in the new building. Specifically 
it will have the Environmental Science research groups and 4th year 
undergraduates, together with the Integrative Biology Groups. The more 
agriculturally orientated groups (in particular the Rural Business Research Unit) 
will stay in South Lab with the other more obviously agriculturally relevant 
people. However we won’t be an isolated Biosciences enclave as we will share 
the building with colleagues from the Vet school. The building is also going to 
greatly enhance the teaching facilities at the Sutton Bonington Campus with new 
lecture rooms and a huge 120 seater computer room. The laboratory facilities 
will also be a big improvement on our current facilities and will be a big step up 
for our undergraduate and postgraduate project work. All very exciting. 
 
Prof Neil Crout 
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VET SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
 
 
START OF THE 52 LECTURE WEEK FINAL YEAR 

 

The final year comprises 26 weeks of clinical rotations together with a 4 week 
elective in specialist equine, farm or small animal practice.  In groups of three or 
four and under the supervision of university academic staff, students gain clinical 
experience in a range of clinical settings through observation, discussion and 
practical experience.  In addition to their end of year final exams the students 
will undertake a range of assessments whilst on rotation.  The assessments are 
context based and use real cases with students being evaluated for clinical 
competency, reasoning, behaviours and skills as well as professionalism 
throughout their rotations.   
 
The student feedback to date has been exceptional: 
Jennifer Hall, a year five student said: “The last week at the Scarsdale Farm 
Department has been one of the best practical experiences I have ever had.  The 
farm vets have been so patient with us, been fantastic teachers and given us so 
much responsibility.  It was an amazingly positive experience and one which 
makes me excited to be a vet.” 
 
Charlie Thompson, from undertaking an equine rotation at the Oakham 
Veterinary Hospital said: “This rotation has been a fantastic experience with a 
huge number of equine cases every day.  The staff have been very welcoming 
and the facilities available are amazing.  The technologies available include 
scintigraphy, MRI, ultrasound and radiography – all used to help come to a 
diagnosis.  Modern treatment techniques such as stem cells get cases on course 
for successful return to athletic function.  It has been an eye-opening experience 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with the practice.” 
 
Chris Parker, Senior Partner at Scarsdale Veterinary Hospital, said “The 
Scarsdale farm animal team has been determined from the outset that the 
student experience with us is to be exceptional.”  On the first morning alone, 
one student had managed to get through the best part of 80 rectal exams while 
the remaining three students managed to diagnose and operate on cows with 
abomasal displacements.  “The farmers were generally very impressed at the 
level of knowledge demonstrated and at having skilled operators available to 
lameness or condition score their cows.  Having Associate Professors and 
Diploma holders turning up on the farms to act as consultants or just give a 
second opinion has sent a real buzz through the farming community.” 
 
 
 
OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE CENTRE FOR EVIDIENCE-BASED VETERINARY 

MEDICINE 

 

The new Centre for Evidence-based Veterinary Medicine (CEVM) had its official 
launch at the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science on Wednesday 17th 
March.  
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The launch had a fantastic turn out, with guests representing SVMS, The 
University of Nottingham, other UK- based veterinary schools, the veterinary 
pharmaceutical industry, veterinary practitioners and Novartis Animal Health 
who have sponsored the venture. 
 
The main event was held with short speeches from Dr Rachel Dean, Director of 
the CEVM, Professor Hywel Williams, Director of the Centre of Evidence Based 
Dermatology, Dr Gary Bosch, Global Head of Research and Development, 
Novartis Animal Health and Professor Bob Webb, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for 
Research (see main photo section). 
 
The launch was held to raise awareness of the CEVM and its aims.  Dr Marnie 
Brennan, Deputy Director of the Centre said: “Our aim is to increase the 
awareness of evidence-based veterinary medicine, develop methods for collating 
and evaluating the current evidence available and to begin to identify the 
evidence requirements of the veterinary profession by determining the areas 
where there is a lack of information.  We intend to develop a network of sentinel 
practices to promote and facilitate practice-based research and to conduct 
targeted research on common diseases encountered in veterinary practice.  The 
CEVM wants to collaborate with veterinary practitioners to capture the evidence 
generated in everyday practice and use this information to identify research 
questions that are important to clinical practice and patient care.  The CEVM also 
intends to start systematically reviewing the evidence in the veterinary literature 
to assess its quality, accuracy and relevance to veterinary practice.  All of the 
findings of the research undertaken by the Centre will be disseminated back to 
the profession, in a manner that will take into account the time limitations faced 
by busy clinicians.  This collaboration between researchers and veterinary 
surgeons will ensure that relevant, up to date information is used to improve 
animal health and welfare”.  For further information about the CEVM contact 
rachel.dean@nottingham.ac.uk 
 
 
 
NEW DISCOVERY COULD AID DEVELOPMENT OF ELUSIVE BOVINE 

MASTITIS VACCINE 

 

Researchers at the School have discovered components of the bovine mastitis-
causing bacterium, Streptococcus uberis, that play a key role in the disease. This 
discovery could lead the way finally to developing a vaccine for this endemic 
disease, which costs UK farmers alone nearly £200M per year, requires the large 
scale use of antibiotics, causes pain to cows and dramatically reduces milk yield. 
A solution to this problem will be an important contribution to the future security 
of our food supply in the UK. The research is due to be published in Veterinary 
Research. 
 
Funded by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) 
Professor James Leigh and his team, along with colleagues at the Institute for 
Animal Health and the University of Oxford, have discovered that Streptococcus 

uberis — a major cause of bovine mastitis — uses the enzyme SrtA to anchor at 
its surface the proteins required for it to cause disease.  They have also 
identified the individual anchored proteins that are required for the bacterium to 
withstand the responses within the udder that are trying to eliminate it.  
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Professor Leigh said: “What's really exciting about this is that we've discovered 
elements of one of the main culprits in bovine mastitis that could actually lead to 
a vaccine in the future. By identifying which components of the bacteria play a 
role in causing the disease, we can see exactly where to hit it with a vaccine to 
stop it ever becoming a problem.” 
 
At present bovine mastitis requires the large scale use of antibiotics to treat the 
disease and we know that this may lead to problems of antibiotic resistance 
down the line.  Unfortunately, apart from good husbandry, there is little that can 
be done to prevent the disease at present”. 
 
This research is due to be published in the September-October edition of 
Veterinary Research in an article entitled ‘Sortase anchored proteins of 
Streptococcus uberis play major roles in the pathogenesis of bovine mastitis in 
dairy cattle’. An open access copy of the accepted manuscript is available here: 
http://www.vetres.org/articles/vetres/pdf/2010/05/v100007.pdf 
 
 
 
YEAR 5 STUDENTS AT NOTTINGHAM VET SCHOOL GAINING EXPERIENCE 

IN BEEKEEPING  

 

As part of the Year 5 Veterinary Public Health rotation all Nottingham students 
gain beekeeping experience.  Honey bees are classed as food producing animals 
and contribute directly to sustainable food production and more broadly, through 
pollination, to crop production (estimated to be worth around £200 million a year 
to the UK economy).  There are thought to be 250,000 colonies of honeybees in 
England and Wales, and beekeepers have reported unusually high colony losses 
in recent years.  Veterinary surgeons have a role to play in promoting and 
maintaining bee health and food safety. 
 
Nottingham students gain a working knowledge of bee husbandry and also learn 
how to protect and improve bee health including the importance of notifiable 
diseases of honey bees.  They also learn about regulations concerning honey 
bees, including food safety controls (e.g. regulations on residues in honey from 
pesticides and medications), veterinary medicines’ controls and the import and 
export of bees.  
 
The School has established 5 hives at its Sutton Bonington site, and Year 5 
students gain practical and theoretical knowledge during their rotations, building 
on a talk from the National Bee Unit in the Year 4 Veterinary Public Health 
module. 
 
Year 5 student Katie Watts said “During our Veterinary Public Health rotation we 
have been able to take part in a wide range of activities, such as visiting a 
livestock market and bee keeping.  The bee keeping especially was a welcomed 
new area for us, we did not realise the importance of bees or what implications a 
demise in bee population would have on veterinary public health.  It is now clear 
that vets may begin to have a more substantial role in bee husbandry and health 
management in the future.  The significant threat from exotic diseases, the 
importance of food security and the increasing number of honey bee colonies 
being kept by the public is making bee keeping a more prominent area of 
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veterinary medicine, therefore we are pleased to be given some basic knowledge 
of this field.”  Ruth Blunt, Lecturer in Applied Entomology and Parasitology, said 
“We feel it is important that the students appreciate the impact of honeybees on 
food security, and the regulations that relate to food safety, bee health and 
disease prevention.  By providing students with beekeeping experience we feel 
that our students will be well placed to understand the specific demands of 
beekeepers in the UK at a time when beekeeping is under threat” 
 
 
 
ALLUMNI – CAN YOU HELP? 

Bee keeping at Sutton Bonington 

 

Having our new bee hives on campus has got us wondering if bees were kept at 
Sutton Bonington in the past?  If anyone can remember hives in the orchards or 
elsewhere on campus or even better has any photos we would love to hear from 
them.  Dr Ruth Blunt Lecturer in Applied Entomology and Parasitology, School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Science. ruth.blunt@nottingham.ac.uk 
 
 
 
VET STUDENTS ENTER THE DRAGON’S DEN 

 

Business teaching is delivered within the Personal and Professional Skills module 
which aims to equip vet students to become effective members of a practice 
team.  The School believes it is important that its students understand how their 
actions, as qualified veterinary surgeons, will affect the profitability of the 
practice in which they are employed. The teaching, over two semesters, 
incorporates aspects of strategy, finance, marketing, management and 
entrepreneurship.  Their business training culminated in the one day business 
game mentored by experienced practitioners from the Society of Practicing 
Veterinary Surgeons (SPVS) and industry leaders. 
 
The students had to analyse the current performance of the fictitious practice, 
consider their strategy, provide financial forecasts and put together a proposal 
for funding the newly acquired business.  They had to decide whether to 
continue the business as a mixed practice or to sell part of it to focus on small 
animal work. 
 
Their proposals were presented to an intimidating panel of potential investors. 
The business plan had to withstand 10 minutes of searching questions.  These 
included questions about delivering the new strategy to staff, devising a stock 
management system, creating a “30 second sell” and dealing with telephone 
calls from clients. 
 
Asking the difficult questions in the den were dragons with experience in the 
veterinary profession, management, marketing and financial consultancy - Chris 
Jagger, Director of Estates at The University of Nottingham; Arwel Griffiths, a 
business and marketing consultant with over 27 years’ experience in industry; 
Peter Wells, who retired from his position of Global Head of Research and 
Development for Novartis Animal Health Inc. in 2008; Phil Adcock, an 
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Independent Financial Adviser; and Karen Braithwaite, Director of Academic 
Support and Administration at the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science. 
 
Richard Holborrow, from the SPVS and councillor and team mentor said: “I was 
seriously impressed. This module from Nottingham will make these students 
better employees and for some of them it will have sparked an interest in 
practice ownership that may have a profound influence on their careers.” 
 
Another SPVS mentor, Ewan McNeill, from Castle Veterinary Practice in 
Nottingham said: “It really was a huge success in every way. I didn't realise I 
would get such a buzz from it, and everyone - students, staff and mentors alike 
- were on a real adrenaline high all day.  I had a fantastic team and I got a lot 
out of it myself” 
 
Dragon, and management consultant, Arwel Griffiths, said: “I thought the teams 
were very good indeed.  Most had understood the key issues and had clearly put 
a great deal of thought into their approach and delivered their points with 
confidence.  The very best of the teams managed to hit the right balance 
between having a clear and attractive proposition for financial investors and 
outlining the clear steps they would take in the business to turn the performance 
around and create value.  All seemed to have a very significantly greater grasp 
of business issues than I had at their age!” 
 
Jamie Meagor, year four student, said: “The exercise really put into play 
everything that we learnt throughout the business skill module and it was a 
great opportunity to practice my public speaking and presentation skills.”  Naomi 
Ragsdell, year four student, said: “Our mentor was a brilliant help and he gave 
us lots of insights into the realities of running a practice and how much things 
actually cost. The whole day plus what we have learnt in the module has really 
enlightened me on the business of veterinary practices.”  Liz Mossop, Module 
Convenor and Lecturer, said: “This was a busy yet fun day which really helped 
the students to understand how veterinary practices function as businesses.  We 
hope this will help our students as they graduate and enter the veterinary 
industry.  Skills such as these should help them to stand out as truly all round 
competent veterinary surgeons” 
 
 
 
WINS/SPONSORSHIP GAINED BY OUR STUDENTS IN THE LAST FEW 

MONTHS  

 

- Matthew Plumtree (Year 4) has won the Veterinary Public Health Association 
annual Essay Prize.  Matt’s essay stood out in a strong field in its coverage of the 
entire spectrum of veterinary public health issues, including zoonotic diseases in 
both companion and production animals and the safety of foods of animal origin.  
- Catherine Bray (year 3) has won an £750 Intervet / Schering-Plough Connect 
Bursary to research the effectiveness of a novel non-antibiotic dry period 
treatment for reduction of somatic cell count in New Zealand dairy goats.  Hana 
McNicholas (year 3) also won £750 to research the use of behavioural indicators 
and urinary cortisol:creatinine ratios to assess the welfare of long-term 
kennelled rescue dogs.  
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-Harriet Shearcroft (year 4) gained an undergraduate bursary of £2000 from 
World Horse Welfare in order to evaluate owner education, farriery and lameness 
with working Cart Horses in South Africa; she has had a further study funded to 
return this year 
-Louise Barnett (year 4) won the £1000 Dogs Trust Veterinary Undergraduate 
Student Research Scholarship which will fund research into a method for 
identifying the cause of canine fainting.   
-Hana McNicholas (year 3) was runner up and won £500 to research long term 
welfare of dogs in kennels. 
-Toby Trimble (Year 4) won £500 sponsorship from the Zebra Foundation to 
research dietary impacts on health in Red-Fronted Macaws in the Canary 
Islands. 
-Sophie Mahendran (year 3) was awarded a £2,000 Wellcome Trust scholarship 
to research a new diagnostic method for detecting Johnes' Disease in cattle over 
the summer of 2009 to work in a laboratory. 
-Louise Barnett, Jaimie Meagor and Lucy Barker won the Tim Dunlop Equine 
Memorial Scholarship, gaining £500 each. 
-Jennifer Hall has been elected the first Nottingham President of the Association 
of Vet Students, and a further 5 students are on the AVS Committee 
 
 
 
REPORT FROM A NEW MEMBER OF ACADEMIC STAFF 

 
During my training at Bristol Vet School, I found I liked working with both large 
and small animals (for some reason, I particularly enjoyed anaesthetising 
horses!).  So, after graduation, my first job was in a mixed, mostly dairy cattle, 
practice in Glastonbury (now the Orchard Veterinary Group).  It proved a good 
idea to explore mixed practice, and as well as the clinical work I had a great 
time driving around the Somerset levels between calls.  However, after a couple 
of years, I found I was becoming more and more interested in small animal 
work, so I got a job at the PDSA hospital in Bristol.  The idea was to work in a 
busy, small animal clinic without the financial pressures of private practice - I 
would spend a couple of years developing my skills and then move on to 
something else.  A dangerous assumption, as I ended up spending the next 23 
years working for PDSA!   
 
PDSA is a great place to work - there is a large caseload and you do seem to see 
a disproportionate number of unusual cases.  However, I rapidly discovered that 
it was not an easy option due to the pressure of work, and as a charity you still 
need to consider finances in each case, although from a resourcing rather than 
client finances perspective.  I found I really enjoyed working with the clients and 
found the charitable aspects of the work very satisfying.  I also discovered that I 
was pretty rubbish at taking and interpreting x-rays!  So, I decided to enrol for 
the RCVS Certificate in Veterinary Radiology, which I passed in 1989.  This 
provided a real boost to my clinical abilities and also a career-long interest in 
imaging.  I love producing good images (I am a fanatical photographer and I am 
sure this and diagnostic imaging are aspects of the same fascination) and I also 
like solving puzzles, so diagnosis has always appealed to me more than medical 
or surgical treatments.   
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In 1991, I moved to become the senior vet at PDSA in Leicester.  Working in a 
large organisation allowed me to indulge my imaging interests by offering 
second opinions to other PDSA hospitals and to do some teaching and advisory 
work.  I also became an active member of the European Association of 
Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, which lead to giving presentations at 
conferences, CPD sessions and research into radiographic quality in general 
veterinary practice.   Another advantage of working for an organisation is the 
opportunity to develop your career and take on other roles.  This has included 
helping to develop alternative veterinary service models and the nationwide 
introduction of preventive treatments (vaccination, neutering and the like) into 
PDSA.  I also had the chance to obtain a Postgraduate Diploma in Management 
Studies.  My last year working for PDSA was spent as Head of Pet Health, being 
responsible for developing and promoting pet health messages both inside and 
outside the organisation.  I found it fascinating to look at veterinary work in a 
wider context and to work with PR and marketing professionals to help promote 
a healthier life for our pets.   
 
So, why am I working as a clinician at the new vet school?  When I heard about 
the post, I realised that I could make a real contribution to the success of this 
exciting venture.  As an experienced clinician and teacher, I am in a good 
position to help develop skills in the clinical workplace.  My understanding of 
PDSA procedures and approach helps my role as clinical rotation leader at the 
PDSA hospital in Dunkirk, Nottingham.  This works well for me too, as I am 
enjoying being back in clinical work, as well as contributing to and co-ordinating 
the learning that goes on at the clinic.  In particular, I feel privileged to be able 
to attempt to inspire students with my passion for images!   
 
Richard Ewers 
 

 

 

DEVELOPING RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN WILD AND EXOTIC ANIMALS 
 

An acknowledged expert on wild and exotic animal medicine has joined The 
University of Nottingham and will be sharing her time between the School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Science (SVMS) and Twycross Zoo.  Sharon Redrobe, 
Clinical Associate Professor in Zoological Medicine, will help to develop zoological 
veterinary research and run clinical rotations at the zoo for final year vet 
students. 
 
Sharon is a Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) specialist in zoo and 
wildlife medicine and holds the RCVS Diploma in Zoo and Wildlife Medicine and 
the RCVS Certificate in Laboratory Animal Science. She has worked exclusively 
with exotic species for 16 years and has over 70 journal and book publications. 
Sharon holds an Honorary Senior Lectureship at the University of Bristol and was 
previously the Head of Veterinary Services at Bristol Zoo Gardens for 10 years. 
She is also the veterinary advisor and a trustee of Ape Action Africa. 
 
Sharon said: “This is a very exciting development in the training of UK vet 
students. Zoo and exotic pet medicine is an important and expanding area of vet 
medicine. Every single vet student graduating from The University of Nottingham 
will have had training at one of the best zoos in the country. Twycross Zoo is to 
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be commended for assisting with this exciting opportunity to train the next 
generation of vet students.” 
 
Vet school students undertake an innovative lecture-free year of clinical 
rotations embedded with the school’s Clinical Associates. These include first 
opinion and referral small animal, farm and equine practices as well as other 
organisations which specialise in exotics, zoo animals, pathology and poultry. 
 
This new approach to a vet student’s final year of training was developed by The 
University of Nottingham’s School of Veterinary Medicine and Science — the first 
veterinary school to be built in the UK for 50 years. 
 
Twycross Zoo is proud to be a Clinical Associate and take an active part in 
training future vet students. Each student will spend two weeks at the zoo 
working with the vets and keepers and learning about aspects of international 
conservation programmes, captive management, zoo vet care and get involved 
in diet analyses, training and enrichment of the animals. Students will also 
spend a couple of days at local practices dealing with exotic pet animals. 
Students are assessed on their clinical rotations for clinical competence and 
professionalism. 
 
Professor Gary England, Foundation Dean of SVMS said: “I am personally 
delighted that we have been able to recruit Sharon Redrobe to the School. 
Sharon is an internationally-recognised specialist in the field of zoo animal and 
wildlife medicine and she will make a huge contribution to the research and 
teaching mission of the School at The University of Nottingham. Sharon is 
working closely with Twycross Zoo, one of our Clinical Associates and I know 
that this will strengthen our links with the zoo and ensure that our clinical 
veterinary students have an unrivalled clinical teaching experience”. 
 
Communications Office (U of N) 
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STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

J D IVINS MEMORIAL TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP 

International Symposium on Wildlife Utilisation in Southern Africa 

 

On Saturday 27th June began the 12th ‘Biennial International Symposium on 
Wildlife Utilisation in Southern Africa’... aka SYMCO 2009!  After being lucky 
enough to be awarded the JD Ivins Travel Scholarship this meant I could 
represent the University of Nottingham and the UK at this chance-in-a-lifetime 
experience.  Upon arrival at the University of Pretoria I was joined by another 80 
vet students from 22 different countries and 5 continents.  
 
The Symposium kicked off with a bang at a stunning Opening Banquet on the 
Veterinary Campus, Onderstepoort.  After being stuffed with more food than I 
could ever imagine, drinking my bodyweight in ‘Hunters Gold’ and dancing until 
the early hours, I knew I was in for an incredible two weeks!  With a sore head 
the following morning, I attended a range of lectures with guest speakers from 
all over South Africa.  A primary focus was on the Physiology and Pharmacology 
of Immobilisation techniques in African Wildlife 
 
I visited De Wildt Cheetah Research Centre and was lucky enough to work with 
one of the top carnivore vets in South Africa, Dr Peter Caldwell.  Here I got my 
first hands-on experience with immobilisation drugs when darting wild dogs and 
cheetah, followed by watching a cheetah endoscopy.  The day’s exhilarating 
events were concluded with a Cultural Evening in the Clubhouse; where vet 
students brought food, drink and goodies from their countries for others to 
experience.  (The Australian ‘Vegemite’ shot remains a particularly painful 
memory of mine..!) 
 
The next four days of the African adventure were spent at Kruger National Park.  
For me, Kruger was where I gained some of my most unforgettable and unique 
experiences from the trip.  It was worth those 5am early starts as we watched 
rhino immobilisation and capture, and also an elephant immobilisation.  I was 
very privileged to work so closely with Kruger’s vets and staff; I was given the 
opportunity to help take bloods, DNA samples and faecal samples.  Touching a 
sleepy rhino, and standing beside a magnificent elephant was truly an 
experience I will never forget.  I went on game drives every day, where I viewed 
more of South Africa’s stunning wildlife.  In the evenings I had huge feasts in 
the Boma, and afterwards sat up around the campfire with nothing but the 
sound of hyenas in the distance.  
 
On Day 9 I moved on to Cape Vidal, on the Eastern shores of Lake St. Lucia.  
Here, I lived in log cabins that were next to stunning beaches which allowed lots 
of moonlit swims (with Sharks I was later told...)!  We visited Hluhluwe-Umfolozi 
Game Reserve, the oldest game reserve in Africa and took a boat cruise at 
Catalina Bay to view hippos and crocodiles.  I again attended more lectures on 
individual and herd immobilisation techniques. 
 
I learned about the veterinary role in an aquatic system at UShaka Marine 
World, Durban.  I was given an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the 
aquarium and learned many of the pertinent issues regarding marine life in 
Southern Africa.  I also visited the African Sharks Board where I witnessed a 
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shark dissection and learned about the use of shark nets to prevent shark 
attacks on the South African coast.  
 
The final destination of the Symposium was Golden Gate National Park. Here I 
was completely blown away by the spectacular scenery of the Maluti Mountains.  
The park derives its name from the brilliant shades of gold cast by the sun on 
the park’s sandstone cliffs.  I spent my time here at Lion’s Rock Big Cat 
Sanctuary where I worked with the vets darting four lions, and watched four lion 
vasectomies in the operation theatre.  It was an incredible day, and the Lion’s 
Rock charity is a fantastic organisation.  
 
Before I knew it, we were heading back to Onderstepoort campus for the final 
day of the Symposium.  Saying goodbye was so difficult; everyone had become 
so close!  We all solemnly promised to keep in touch, and never to forget the 
incredible times we’ve had together.  I feel very privileged to have not only 
gained so many amazing wildlife experiences, but also to have made lifelong 
friends from all over the world.  
 
SYMCO 2009 is such a unique event. Four months later we are still regularly in 
contact with our SYMCO friends.  The next SYMCO will be held in June 2011; if 
you get the chance, definitely apply for it!! 
 
My thanks to the J D Ivins travel scholarship for this unique opportunity. 
 
Alasdair Gallie 

 

 

 

8TH INTERNATIONAL RUMINANT REPRODUCTION SYMPOSIUM, HILTON 

ANCHORAGE, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, U.S.A., SEPTERMBER 3RD TO 7TH, 

2010. 

 

I was granted the Kesteven WVS Travel Grant £500 to attend the 8th 
International Ruminant Reproduction Symposium in Anchorage, Alaska, U.S.A. 
from 3rd to 7th of September, 2010.   
 
This Symposium is one of the most prestigious and awaited conferences for 
researchers in the area of ruminant reproduction.  This is held once every four 
years and brings together scientists from all over the world presenting state-of-
the-art information in the field of ruminant reproduction.  This year’s symposium 
was held in Anchorage, Alaska, one of the most beautiful and remote cities in 
the United States.  This city if surrounded by the Chugach Mountains on the east 
and the Alaska Peninsula on the west.  These features make Anchorage one of 
the world’s best places to see wild life: from moose to whales!  However, during 
my time there I only had time to take a short trip around the city during which I 
spotted a bald eagle which was very symbolic to me.  
 
The scientific content of the symposium covered a wide range of areas such as 
developmental programming, neuroendocrinology, ovarian physiology (corpus 
luteum and follicle) and applied reproduction in all ruminant species but with a 
major emphasis on cattle.  In general most presentations showed significant 
advances in their particular fields, however the talk about kisspeptin and the 
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gonadotrophin inhibitory hormone (GnIH) given by Prof. Iain Clarke from 
Monash University (Australia) was one of the most inspiring of the symposium 
for me.  This is because I have been interested in the control of GnRH release 
from the hypothalamus and Prof. Clarke explained how kisppeptin and GnIH are 
able to integrate steroidal inputs to regulate GnRH release from the 
hypothalamus which in turn controls reproduction and seasonality.  Regarding 
the area in which I did my PhD project, Prof. Alex Evans’ talk (“Causes and 
consequences of the variation in the number of ovarian follicles in cattle”) was 
surprisingly helpful with the interpretation of some of my observations in foetal 
reproductive development and I am certain it will help me to with the 
interpretation and discussion of my findings.  One additional talk that was very 
interesting for me was the one imparted by Dr. Roberto Sartori (University of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil) which showed some of the main research areas in Brazil 
regarding cattle industry.  Overall, speakers in this symposium not only 
presented recent advances in the field of ruminant reproduction but also put all 
this new information in context in a way that all delegates, from students to 
academic experts, were able to understand.    
 
The poster I presented in this symposium was “Expression of reproductive genes 
during fetal development in cattle” focused on the fetal pituitary gland using a 
newly developed multiplexed PCR assay.  We observed expression of oestrogen 
receptor (  and ) and activin/inhibin subunit ( , A and B) genes in fetuses as 
young as 65 days.  There were some good discussions on the physiological 
relevance of the expression of these genes at a young fetal age because of their 
reproductive importance during adult life.  In addition, there was some interest 
in the new multiplex PCR that we used in this experiment which could result in 
collaborations with other research institutes.   
 
I am very grateful to the School of Biosciences of the University of Nottingham 
for awarding me the Kesteven WVS Travel Grant to attend this amazing 
symposium (that only takes place every 4 years!).  As an early career 
researcher, this symposium has inspired me to continue the work that I did 
during my PhD studies in fetal reproductive development and increased my 
interest in ovarian physiology, especially in early folliculogenesis. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Juan Heberth Hernandez-Medrano 

 

 

‘DIFFERENT’ EVENTS 

Since SB Ents was established with help from Una Lilley (Sutton Bonington 
Students’ Union), the Guild and our new friends at the SU, a series of ‘different’ 
events have taken place.  
 
OKA ROLLER BOP 

The sell-out ‘OKA Roller Bop’ saw 350 students (and The Warden), in neon fancy 
dress, on 1400 wheels racing (safely) around the sports hall.  Sadly it was felt 
that permitting participants to carry a sword and/or wand would compromise 
health and/or safety and so had to be banned at this event.  Disappointment at 
this announcement was limited.  
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Feedback from the event included; 
- 100% of participants would attend another rolling event 
- Health + Safety are key.  I felt both Safe + Healthy at this event 
- V. good!  I like to roll!  Repeat, please! 
- It was really nice to have an event that wasn't associated with getting 

smashed..... 
 
Suggestions for improvement included; 

 Harnesses suspended from the ceiling and motor powered wheels 
 We could have done with knee pads for the bar afterwards, as I attempted 

a complex lift and ravaged myself. 
 Maybe have it after a wining in next time ... would be "fun" 
 Sudden loud noises and/or explosions would have been amusing. 

 
Easy Tiger also attended the Bop to ensure safe sex and alcohol awareness were 
at the forefront of everyones minds during their rollerskating experience.  The 
only victim of this event was the sports hall floor which became undulating and 
cracked however this has now been rectified and sporting activities have 
resumed.  
 
Many thanks to our funders, OKA (JOIN OKA!), the Warden and the JCR; for 
providing the necessary funding for this event without whom ticket prices would 
have been in the region of £25.  Thanks to Mark Waters and his staff, the pink 
shirted staff team for making the event so successful, Marsh for the sounds, 
Chris Mason for the BBQ, the paramedics for dealing with the bruised knuckle, 
Hyperama for the room temperature snacks and finally UP Tec for the 
lights/sounds and filling the sports hall with smoke.  We were pleased to 
discover that the sports hall has a fully functioning fire alarm system.  
 
FOAM PARTY 

The second of SB’s health and safety nightmares came in the shape of a foam 
cannon designed for rugby pitches, which we utilised in a space we judged to be 
comparable to a rugby pitch; Harper’s Bar.  Visibility was reduced to a 
dangerously low level, however the more ‘co-ordinationally challenged’ dancers 
amongst us very much enjoyed this aspect.  
 
This fusion of glorified washing up liquid, 120 gallons of water, flashing lights 
and loud music reinforced the view that Ents ‘don’t do things by halves’.  The 
‘Foam Guards’ ensured there were minimal drowning/engulfment incidents and 
despite concerns from the Students Union, SBers managed to refrain from the 
inhalation and/or consumption of foam.  
 
Special thanks are due to Security Steve for the loan of the trolley and wet 
vacuum cleaner and to the soggy people who helped remove the foam at the 
end of the night. The following items were lost to the sea of foam; 1 x earring, 1 
x pair of boxers, 1 x pride belonging to Dan King.  If found please return to 
appropriate owner.  A £5 note was found and is currently in the possession of 
Lydia Cheyne.  If you believe it to be yours please contact the JCR with a 
description.  
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AMATEUR TRANSPLANTS 

 
A series of Funny Tuesday’s occurred in March including a singing, swearing 
doctor who performed to a packed backwards Charnwood Room.  Adam Kay 
from the Amateur Transplants entertained SB and some MedSoc-ers with his 
unique combination of musical comedy and professional swearing.  There was 
also an audience participation section in which SB came together as one 
harmonious voice with a moving rendition of ‘Halitosis’.  It brought a tear to 
many eyes.  
 
Thanks to Bobby Hyde for co-organising the event, the Funny Farm staff team 
for staffing it, Ian Hardy and SB Ents for supporting it, the furniture 
rearrangement squad under the guidance of the Shister, Music Soc for the piano, 
Tec for making lights and sounds happen and Charlie’s for the chips.  
 
Tess Fordham 

SB Ents 

 

 

 

GOODBYE TO VICTORIA WHELAN! 

 
I think I was asked to write this because I am a bit of an SB veteran - I have 
been here for 8 years and am finally leaving to enter the big wide world.  I loved 
SB ever since my first visit in the summer of 2001, when David Gray (lecturer in 
Food Sciences) arranged for me and my parents to look around.  I started my 
adventure (well studying) at SB in September 2002, where I lived in Ratcliffe 
House (before the days of the separate flats, so we had access to the whole 
building!!!).  I studied Food Science with European Studies as my undergraduate 
degree, which meant that I spent 6 months of my third year of a four year 
course in Valencia, Spain.  In Valencia I studied Food Science in Spanish, which 
was a very interesting and different experience.  Doing the European year was 
one of the best decisions I made, as it built my confidence and independence 
and improved my language skills no end (I went from being totally rubbish and 
unconfident to being semi-fluent and confident), not to mention all the friends I 
made (everyone wanted to be friends with the English girl so they could practice 
their English as well), and my CV is now somewhat amazing if I do say so 
myself.  I would therefore recommend the European year to anyone considering 
it – it doesn’t matter if you aren’t very good with languages because honestly I 
was truly rubbish.  During university holidays I built up the work experience I 
missed by not doing the industrial placement year, by working in various food 
companies, including Iceland PLC (working in Quality Assurance, Analytical 
Services and Food Safety) and Premier Foods (working in logistics). 
 
In 2006, I achieved first class (hons) in Food Science with merit in European 
Studies.  I worked hard to achieve this but also played hard because I believe 
that it is very important to also enjoy the social side of university life because 
that is part of the experience too and all the memories you will have in the 
future. 
 
After graduating I thought this was the end of my SB experience and I moved 
back home and started working at Sun Valley Snacks in new product 
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development, developing nut and fruit snacks.  I then had a phone call from 
Professor Andy Taylor asking if I would be interested in doing a PhD which would 
be sponsored by Nestlé, looking into why different chocolate products have 
different perceived flavour and why for example a chocolate milkshake does not 
taste like a chocolate bar, and are there ways we could make them more similar.  
I decided I could not turn down an opportunity like this to become a ‘Doc of 
choc’, so my PhD ‘the sensory properties of chocolate in different matrices’ was 
born.  I started this in October 2006 and what was nice was that some people 
that I knew from my undergraduate had also stayed on to do masters or PhDs.  
I also made lots more friends throughout my PhD, including staff, students and 
members of the University of Nottingham trained sensory panel, who I used as 
part of my PhD. 
 
In 2008, I became resident tutor for Ratcliffe House.  I was so happy because 
Ratcliffe House was where I had started in 2002, so I had gone full circle.  In 
2009, I also became house tutor for Hathern, Dishley and Kegworth Houses, in 
addition to Ratcliffe House, making me the tutor with the most houses. 
 
I have now completed and passed my PhD, so am officially Dr Whelan and I am 
starting a career in the big wide world as a chemosensory scientist working in 
Southampton for a large multinational company.  The knowledge and skills that I 
acquired at SB have definitely helped to equip me for my current role and have 
given me the opportunity to have this amazing job, which is an area I find 
fascinating. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed the two years I have been a resident tutor and would 
like to thank all of the students that I have had the pleasure to ‘look after’.  
Being a resident tutor has made me feel a real part of the SB community and I 
have loved being able to help the people living in my halls have an enjoyable 
university experience.  In addition, I have loved all of the social events, including 
the dining ins and the summer balls.  I am going to miss SB and all of the people 
I have got to know (lecturers, students, dining hall staff, admin staff, 
housekeepers, Opal staff, maintenance staff and security), all of the tutor team 
and of course Ratcliffe House (which holds a special place in my heart, as it is 
where I started and where I have finished). 
 
Good luck to all current students and remember to make the most of your time 
at SB because it really is a unique place.  I look forward to returning for OKA 
weekend!!! 
 
Very best wishes, 
 
Vicky 
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OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
THE BRAMLEY APPLE  

 
Following a request from Peter Spencer (1954) we sent last year’s article (p59 

Agrimag 2009) on to Sir John Starkey at Norwood Park and got this interesting 

response 

 

I owe you an overdue thank you for sending me the extract from the Alumni 
magazine at the request of Peter Spencer.  It was most timely not only because 
I had recently visited the Memorial Garden at University Park where some of the 
Bramley clones are growing in a more or less natural unmanaged state, but also 
at the opposite end of the cultural spectrum I am in the process of planting a 
commercial Bramley Orchard with trees raised from budwood from the two 
clones that Ted Cocking allowed me to experiment with in a commercial situation 
in the late 1980s or was it 1990 ?!  Anyway we planted out the first trees of the 
new orchard on the 15th January 2010 being 100 years to the day from the first 
tree planted in my grandfather’s inaugural orchard at Norwood Park.  Please 
pass down the line to anyone who may be interested that the progress of this 
orchard will be capable of being followed on a blog which I have set up at 
//bramley100.blogspot.com   It is a very different kind of orchard to the one that 
grandfather planted but my aim is not only to achieve double the normal yield 
but also to replicate more closely to the original Bramley the texture and flavour 
of its fruit.  The article refers to the higher Vitamin C content of fruits from the 
original tree as compared with commercial replicas on rootstocks.  I too have 
found that the apples from my two clones need little if any sugar if left on the 
tree to maturity.  So the trees in my new orchard, although grafted on to 
rootstocks to get them going, are being planted to encourage them to scion root 
so that the Bramley characteristics predominate. 
 
Sir John Starkey (Norwood Park, Southwell, Notts) 
 
 
 
THE MIDLAND AGRICULTURAL AND DAIRY COLLEGE POSTER 

 

Stan Cramer wrote to Sue Golds in January: 

In fitting new carpets at home I found the enclosed photocopy of a poster from 
about 1910 for the Midland Agricultural and Dairy College.  (See photos in centre 
of Agrimag). The notes attached to it you will find interesting: 
 
“The original was sent to the Dean by Malcom Varley of Meddon, near Bideford, 
Devon in November 1994.  He is a collector of antiques and the poster formed 
part of the backing of a tapestry for a mahogany fire screen (hence the 
triangular shape at the top).  The fire screen was bought from an antiques 
dealer near Bude.  As Mr Varley’s wife was a pupil at Loughborough High School 
in the 1950s she knew of the School of Agriculture.  The original is being 
preserved by the Manuscripts and Special Collections section of the Hallward 
Library. (Now at Kings Meadow Campus).  S A Crammer 17 December 1994.” 

(Sue has a full size photocopy in her office if anyone wishes to see it.) 
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Stan also says: I found this piece about the 3rd Midland Dairy Institute Annual 

Meeting in the Public Library whilst doing the Baptist Church study. 

 

MIDLAND DAIRY INSTITUTE ANNUAL MEETING 

Loughborough Herald and North Leicestershire Gazette. 4th August 1898 

Page 3.  Hard copy held in the store room of the Leicestershire Public Library, 

Granby Streeet, Leicester. 

 
The Institute has been in existence three years and achieved a very high 
measure of success.  T Cope, Chair of the Technical Education of Leicestershire 
County Council presided in the enforced absence of Lord Belper. 
 
List of attendees shown (included Ald A A Bumpus) 
 
The Chairman said that it was rather a curious fact that students from all parts 
of the world appeared to come to Kingston at very much higher fees than those 
paid by the Allied counties.  One student from the Azores. 
 
Mr Benson and Mr Dunston worked as hard as it was possible. 
 
A farmer in Lincolnshire told him that ever since his daughter spent six weeks at 
the Institute he had got higher prices for his butter and had won £8 or £10 at 
different local shows (applause)… they had taught practical as well as the 
scientific side of work. 
 
University College were anxious to make Nottingham University College 
combined with the Institute as a useful and practical centre for agriculture and of 
all kinds….. 
 
Farmers no longer found it necessary to send sons to Cirencester 
 
3rd Annual Report 

 

Number of students rather less than last year….. the Institute had settled into its 
regular state of work. 
 
The Dairy had to pay its way selling dairy produce……  The Institute was 
conducted on strictly commercial principles. 
 
Stan Cramer 
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AN ITINERANT PLANT BREEDER REFLECTS ON A CAREER WHICH HAD 

ITS ORIGINS AT SB. 
 

How did an SB graduate from 1964 end up in Brazil following a career as a 
soybean breeder, first in Brazil, later in the US and then back to Brazil before 
finally retiring in 2002.  Read on for details of a thoroughly enjoyable career in 
plant breeding. 
 
The story starts in Aberystwyth while complying with the university regulations 
for someone who had not come from an agricultural background.  The Welsh 
Plant breeding Station was the location, and ryegrass the crop.  Then two years 
on at SB, the crop changed to tomatoes, while completing a dissertation for the 
honours degree in Agricultural Sciences under the watchful eye of supervisor Dr. 
Dick Whittington, then Senior Tutor and erstwhile hockey star. 
 
Subsequently, post graduate years were spent in Cambridge, at the Department 
of Agriculture field station and Churchill College.  Ryegrass was once again the 
crop, and a growth and development study with diploid and tetraploid ryegrass 
varieties the subject matter of the research. 
  
From Cambridge it was south to Littlehamption, in West Sussex and as a tomato 
breeder at the former Glasshouse Crops Research Institute (GCRI).  Two years 
later I finally managed to submit my thesis and was awarded a Ph.D. in 1970.  
Six years on I decided to make a move to the private sector, and north to 
Lincolnshire in the form of Rothwell Plant Breeders, where the crops were now 
wheat and barley.  Two years later, and following an offer that I found difficult to 
refuse, it was off to Brazil as a soybean breeder, with a company, International 
Plant Breeders (IPB), whose origins were also in those same North Wolds, and to 
work with a crop that I had never seen in the field!  I had thought a lot about 
that offer over the weekend, but I finally decided that the opportunity was just 
too good to miss and so I accepted the challenge, and then spent six months 
living out of a suitcase first in Brazil and then with a sister company in the USA, 
while I learned to work with the crop.  Then it was back to Rothwell for two 
months before moving definitively to a small town in the interior of Paraná State, 
called Maringá.  This was where I spent the next seven years and where I met 
my wife, Iglaêr.  It was in the mid 1970’s and before Brazil had become a 
signatory of the Plant Variety Protection Act (PVPA), also known under the name 
“The International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants” 
(UPOV, 1961), which was then the main form of intellectual property rights for 
plant breeders who created new varieties of crop plants.  It was difficult then for 
Brazilian seed companies to make a profit selling varieties of inbred crops whose 
seed could be saved from one generation to another, and so finally, the 
company owner, International Plant Breeders (IPB) decided to close the 
operation in 1981, and I was lucky enough to be transferred to a sister company 
in the American Mid-South.  More travels!  
 
I subsequently worked at the same location in Northwest Arkansas (an hour 
from Memphis) until early 1999, during which time the company changed 
ownership four times through either acquisitions or mergers, and the original CR 
Seeds became Coker’s Pedigreed Seed Company, then Northrup King in 1988, 
and, finally, Novartis Seeds in 1998.  I finally returned to Brazil with the latter in 
1999, in order to initiate a tropical soybean breeding program specifically to 
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work with transgenic traits.  In the following year 2000, there was yet another 
merger to form Syngenta Seeds and two years later, after having hired and 
trained a young breeder to replace me, I retired in May 2002 and moved back to 
Maringá.  It has been quite a journey, but a rewarding one, and at no time could 
it be said that I didn’t enjoy what I was doing, and I would recommend plant  
breeding as a career for lovers of plants and people looking for an opportunity 
for travel and a largely outdoor life. 
 
Howard Gabe (1964) 
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BIOSCIENCES 
UNDERGRADUATES 
2009 – 2010 
 
YEAR 1 
 
Abdul Rahim Ahmad Faiz 
Abdul Rahman Muhamad Faiz 
Acklom Rosanna Sophie Mary 
Agara Christabel Ikim 
Alshami Marmar Mohammad Ja'Far 
Alzhankulova Aigul 
Alzhankulova Nurgul 
Archer Amber Rose Moon 
Armstrong Charlotte 
Ashling Kluber Samantha Storm 
Atkinson Ellen Jay 
Bailey Kate 
Barnes Carrie-Anne Rebecca 
Barnes Thomas 
Barrow Joshua Mark 
Basili Andrea 
Baston Gemma Marie 
Bates Katy 
Battersby Annabel 
Baubekova Aziza 
Beardall Amy 
Bedi Sheila 
Beeson Laura 
Bell-Drummond Margaret-Ann 
Bennett Alice 
Bennett Amy Catherine 
Blinch Emily Ann 
Boor Timothy Robert William 
Bostock Louise Carolyn 
Both Tamsin 
Bratu Andreea 
Brearley Madelaine Coral 
Bridger Alastair William 
Buffery Ellen Marie 
Bunford Claire Louise 
Burrow Alice 
Burton Kimberley Jade 
Cacciamani Giulia 
Campbell-Warner Christian 
Cardenas Ryan Patrick 
Carlisle Glenn 
Carlisle Victoria Lucy 
Carr Sarah 
Carter Rebecca Abigail 
Carville Catherine Jessica 

Chatel Natalie 
Chong Shin Ngoh 
Chowe Fatima 
Christofidou Anthoula 
Chung Ying Freda 
Clark Naomi Jane 
Clarke Amy Jean 
Cole Harriet 
Collins Adam 
Collis Soo Lin 
Cook Florence 
Copeland Mari-Anne 
Cowie Sirlane 
Cowlrick Laura Kate Swatton 
Cox Lorna 
Cox Peter 
Craig Jessica 
Cranshaw Rebecca 
Crooke Matthew 
Cunningham James Andrew 
Cutting Charlie 
Dallimore Rebecca Louise 
Dattani Krupa 
Davies Rachel Sarah 
Deste Maggie 
Divakaran Divya 
Dodd Rebecca Elizabeth 
Doreste Gonzalez Bruno 
Dove Karen 
Duff Amy 
Dunn Sophie Claire 
Dyason Louise Emily 
Dyer Rebecca Anne 
Edwards Jennifer Lorraine 
Faust Niklas 
Foster Charlotte 
Fraser Thomas 
Gan Kok Cheng 
Garrard Rebecca Louise 
George Emma 
Gidda Sarjit Singh 
Gill Hannah 
Gollaglee Meleonie Jane Dona 
Graham Victoria 
Gray Tom 
Guest Alexandra Rose 
Guscott Alison Jennifer 
Haghighat Parisa 
Haigh Anna Elizabeth 
Hall Thomas 
Hammett Sarah Jane 
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Hancock Amy 
Hanning Alice McMillan 
Harris James William 
Hawke Joanne 
Hawkins Zoe Anne 
Hayward Joanne Elizabeth 
Heal Chris 
Helm Laura Rachel 
Hill Natassia 
Ho Kim Ngan 
Holt Nicola Anne 
Hopewell Harry William Michael 
Houghton Sam 
Huggett Zoe Jessica 
Hulbert Sarah 
Hunter Oliver 
Huxtable Darren 
Ibbotson Charlotte Emma 
Iliffe Bethany Rose 
Imran Rumaisa 
Izquierdo Nina Maria 
Jackson Samuel John 
James Sean Antony 
Janes George Clive Templar 
Jappinen Zenia 
Jimenez Jorge 
Jones Faye Victoria 
Jones Thomas 
Kamal Asiah 
Kaouri Alia Hussein 
Kavaliauskaite Rita 
Kent Amelia Jayne 
Keogh Emily Claire 
Lacy James 
Lai Weng Si Vivian 
Lam Sonia Seong Duen 
Lathwood Annabel Sarah 
Law Cora 
Lee Eloise 
Lee Sae Young 
Lee Sophie Ann 
Leong Jessie 
Lesser Aaron Lewis 
Leung Tsun Wai 
Lister Samuel John 
Lloyd Amy Michele 
Lloyd Owen James 
Lydiate Joseph Anthony 
Lynn Alastair 
MacDonald Lindsey Teresa 
Malbon Kate 
Malcolm Isabelle Florence 

Malesu Chilala Vongai 
Malioti Chara 
Mansurov Nurlan 
Marudhappan Rumya 
Mavica Jessica 
May Katherine 
Mc Manus Brenda Louise 
McAleer Aisling 
McDonagh Lisa Louise 
McElroy Gracia Alit Ayu Sartika 
McEntee Alexandra Katharine 
McGuire Carly Jade 
Melia Faye Elizabeth 
Mills Ewan 
Model Joseph 
Mok Kwan Shung 
Mok Verity Wing Yeung 
Morgan Jonathan David Richard 
Morris Bethany 
Musgrove Emma 
Nagayi Nkalubo Patricia Anne 
Nawawi Nurun 
Naylor Leigh-Anne 
Neale Anastasia Page Strangways 
Neaverson Michael George 
Neville Victoria Helen 
Nichols Helen Fiona 
Nicholson-Johnson Georgina 
Noon Ben 
Olaitan Olubunmi Emmanuel 
Palmer Grace 
Papworth-Smith James 
Parmar Dhiten 
Patrick Tessa Elizabeth 
Paulauskaite Sarune 
Pay Lulu Geneve Raphielle 
Perreau Gillian Ruth 
Perry Nathan 
Pg Saidi Dk Fathiyah Bte 
Phillips Gemma 
Phillips Sonia Louise 
Philp Christopher John 
Pierce Hannah 
Pollard Amelia Kate 
Pope Jose 
Powdrill Stuart Michael 
Prince-Wright Joanna 
Qin Chang 
Quareshy Nazrana 
Rambridge Aimee 
Raven Stephen Mark 
Rayner Jason Adam 
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Reardon Lucy Lydia 
Reid Elizabeth Ann 
Relihan Juliet 
Reynolds Jacob 
Richards Erin 
Robson Christian 
Rutterford Beth 
Sahota Gurpreet Kaur 
Sambahangphe Bijay Kumar Subba 
Savill George 
Schaffgotsch Anna-Luisa 
Schafroth Elsa-Kristina 
Shah Bianca 
Sharples Oliver 
Shek Tiffany Tsz Yan 
Shuker Naomi Ruth 
Sinare-Smith Stephen 
Singh Jatinder 
Smith Hayley Louise 
Smith James 
Smith Joanne Claire 
Smith Nicola 
Smith Zoe Ruth 
Smithson Charis Naarah 
Sonoo Chandeeneebye 
Spencer Deborah 
Sprague Jonathan Matthew 
Staples Claire Louise 
Stephens Katrina Elizabeth 
Stevens Elizabeth 
Stockermans Bernard Christian 
Stynes Marie Sarah Anne 
Sullivan Daphne 
Talpade Ben Daniel 
Taylor Danielle Simone 
Thomas Rosie 
Thompson Aimee 
Thompson Eleanor 
Thompson Grant Andrew 
Thorp Cameron Alexander Thomas 
Timms Oliver 
Tishbi Natasha 
Townsend Josephine Charlotte 
Trakkas Sophie 
Tsang Hui-Gwen 
Turner James 
Urbain-Grainger Melanie Eloise A 
Vaghela Seema 
Waithe Alayna Bianca 
Walker Amy 
Wall Annelise Phillipa 
Ward Victoria 

Ware Jonathan 
Webster Eleanor 
Wilkinson Emma 
Wilkinson Jayne 
Willgress Joanna Ruth 
Williams Emily Sarah 
Winn Hannah 
Wogman Darren 
Wooding Heather Fiona 
Wright Elizabeth Jean 
Wu Qiaqia 
Wu William Argeo 
Yau Wing Lam 
Yeoh Natalie Li Shern 
Zaini Hayatul Nabila 
Zheng Zihao 
 
YEAR 2 
 
Abrams Christine 
Adenyi Olufunke Adejoke 
Aggarwal Laxmi 
Ahmed Siti Nasreyah 
Allen Gabrielle Julie 
Allen Harriet 
Alo Oluwatobiloba 
Alobwede Emanga 
Alvi Adeelah 
Andrews Thomas Matthew 
Anwar Sayeed 
Ashwell Helen 
Asiedu Benjamin 
Atkinson Jonathan Anthony 
Attard Jessica Rose 
Au Hoi Kiu Heide 
Axe Matthew Liam 
Baker Clare-Jane 
Ballantyne Anna Jane 
Bamford Rachel Kathryn 
Banks Adam Kenneth 
Bedford Emily-Louise 
Bennett Faye Sarah Louisa 
Bernardino Catia Sobreiro 
Biglin Hannah Louise 
Bilverstone Terry 
Biran Daniel 
Bird Katharine Rachael 
Black Lucy 
Blakeman Emma Elizabeth 
Bletcher Caroline 
Bogusz Sophie Marie 
Boyle Sarah 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

1a & 

1b 

Ladies Rugby Team 2009/10 top photo (p.20) 

Back: Caroline Abbott, Naomi Fitzgibbons, Kat Stewart, Laura 

Cowlrick, Abi Jennings, Sarah Voss, Emily Keep, Emily Clarke, 

Cathy Fookes 

Front: Kate Burton, Mallory Goring, Jenn Clarkson, KT 

Fitzgerald (Captain), Hannah Tate (Vice Captain), Laura Pearce 

and Nicola Barnes  

 

 

2  Midland Agriculture – part of an old poster from 1910 (p.53) 

 

 

3 a Jimmy Briggs celebrates his retirement and accepts a 50 year 

service award from Prof David Greenaway. (p 28) 

 

 

3 b Rupert Fray and Kevin Pyke – SB Cider Cup presentation (p.37) 

 

 

4 a Postgraduate World Cup  organised by Sports Centre– June 

2010 

 

 

4 b New furniture -  Sports Hall Foyer – partially funded by OKA 

(p.101) 

 

 

5 a 

 

5 b 

The Warden, Ian Hardy (centre) and fellow Summer Ball 

revellers (p.35) 

 

SB Summer Ball at Colwick Hall 

 

 

6 a  Vet Soc – Welly Week  (p 22) 

 

 

6 b CEVM  - opening of Centre for evidence based veterinary 

medicine on 17 March 2010 (p.39) 

 

 

7 a Beekeeping at the Vet School (p41) 

 

 

7 b J D Ivins – Alisdair Gallie’s report on his trip to South Africa 

(p.47) 
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8 a  MAC Dance Band  (Alan Edwards) 1945  (p.108) 

L to r: D Simpson, A Edwards, K Thompson, J F Anderson, W 

Collins, G T Mollart and R P Davies 

 

 

8 b 1958 Rugby Team ,SB v Harper Adams  (p.104) 

 

 

9 1957 Reunion   (p. 104) 

 

 

10 a 1957 Hockey Team (p.104) 

 

 

10 b 1957 Rugby Team (p.104) 

 

 

11  1975 Reunion (p.106) 

L to r: Steve (Bill) Oddie, Kath and Rob Williams, Alistair 

Patterson, Sue Dadlani, Mrs Jones, Graham & Marilyn Rigg, Kim 

Parkinson, Liz Gault, Ros Allen (behind Liz), Mary Kinsella, Mike 

‘2 sheds’ Lockyer, Jan Appelbee, Dawn Horsted, Julia and Andy 

Wharton (at the back), Helen Holloway, Glyn Jones, Ken 

Holloway and Bob Webb. 

 

 

12a H Wainwright  (1975) and family in Kenya - unable to attend 

1975 Reunion. 

 

 

12 b 

 

CT Scanner used in search for leaner lambs (p.29) 
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(Back) Caroline Abbot, Naomi Fitzgibbons, Kat Stewart, Laura Cowlrick, Abi Jennings, Sarah Voss,
Emily Keep, Emily Clarke, Cathy Fookes
(Front) Kate Barton, Mallory Goring, Jenn Clarkson, KT Fitzgerald (Captain) Hannah Tate (Vice
Captain) Laura Pearce, Nicola Barnes
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Bradley Thomas Paul 
Brewer Amy Elizabeth 
Briggs Ian 
Brown Claire Elizabeth 
Brown Emma Jane 
Burke Naomi Rachel 
Burridge Stephen 
Cain Daniel 
Caley Laura Rachel 
Carney-Stillie Louise Frances S 
Carter Catherine Helen 
Chan Stephanie Sze Kim 
Chatterjee Rajkumar 
Chen Qing 
Cheng James Phillip 
Cheng Woody Wing Cheong 
Chester Jonathan Anthony David 
Chester Laura 
Chiu Natalie Xiao Nan 
Choy Yuen Lin 
Choy Wei Kay Amanda 
Clapham Amy Drusilla 
Claridge Amy Catriona Eleanor 
Clark Charlotte Elizabeth 
Clark Marie Anne 
Coleman Genevieve Louise 
Connolly Emma 
Corbett Antony 
Crellen Victoria Elizabeth 
Cummings Robyn Lorna Kay 
D’Agar Sebastian Kent 
Dale Lydia Katherine 
Daltrey Kayleigh Ann 
Davidson Sarah 
Davies Graeme Robert 
Davies Laura Jayne 
Davies Norah Isobelle 
Deakin Esme Ruth 
Dean Joseph Alexander 
Devi Sabrina 
Devlukia Roshni 
Dilks Ross-William 
Dillon Lucy 
Dodd Ellen-Amelia 
Doggrell Kelly 
Dover Alice May Christina 
Earl Kate 
Elkington Catherine 
Evans Natalie 
Ewen Gemma 
Ewing Grace 
Fern Robin Patrick 

Fisher Natalie 
Fox Rowena Mary 
Freeman Daniel 
Freeman Daniel John Leighton 
Gallagher Marie 
Garratt Annabel Mary 
Garton James Christopher 
Ghani Dania 
Giddens Susannah Lily 
Gill Hardev 
Godber Olivia Florence 
Goldsmith Jonathan Michael 
Greenidge Sarah Lucile Charmaine 
Haines Nia Myfanwy 
Haji Abd Manan Nadhilah Binti 
Haji Latip Muhd Haikal Hakim 
Halsall Ben 
Hanlon Skye 
Hannaford Cherry sue 
Hanson Katherine 
Harris Katrina Anne 
Harris Lucy 
Harrison Michelle Anne 
Harvey Lorna Stephanie 
Hawley William Neville Joseph 
Haynes Alison Margaret Crowther 
Haywood Natalie Jayne 
He Mei-Shan 
Heed Natalie Lisa 
Herman Abdullah Tiara 
Hibberd Katie Scarlett 
Higgins Janine 
Hj Abd Saman Siti Nur Yaminah 
Hj Morni Nurul Asimah 
Ho Dac Hai Nam 
Hoang Minh Duc 
Hockenhull Emily Rose 
Horobin Jade 
Hudson Phillipa Emma 
Hughes Kate 
Hughes Robert Joseph 
Hurrell Grace Anne 
Ingle Jodie Sarah 
Inzani Gabriella 
Jarratt Hannah 
Jit Ravinderpal Singh 
Johns Sarah Margaret 
Jones Robert Owen 
Joshi Rachna 
Jutla Daljeet Kaur 
Kavanagh Stephen Robert 
Keeler Georgina 
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Keep Emily Florence 
King Emma Victoria 
Kirby Christopher James 
Kirk Laura Jayne 
Knights Crystal Gail 
Kular Kiranpal Singh 
Lai Hin Kwan 
Lane Michael 
Langford Sarah Louise 
Lau Ka In 
Lawrence Elliot Steven 
Le Bao Thien Kim 
Le Hong Van 
Le Thi Huong Tra 
Lear Zoe 
Lennon Justin James 
Leonard Samuel David 
Leong Chi Foong 
Lhermette Anna Louise 
Li Queenie Ho Yi 
Li Tsz Ying 
Lindsey Lauren Elizabeth Verity 
Lloyd Leanne Jean 
Lok Priscilla Sze-Man 
Lu Yingyu 
Machin James William Kenneth 
Mahay Sunil 
Mahmood Fozia 
Maidment Julia Tracy 
Mallett James Robert 
Malone Penelope Anna 
Marshall Charlotte Elizabeth 
Marshallsay Leigh 
Masfari Saba 
Mawston Anna Marie 
McDonald Christopher Iain 
Meadows Jessica 
Mizen David Richard 
Mohandas Anitha Elizabeth 
Moorcroft Leanna Jane 
Moran Denis Joseph 
Morter Henry David Michael 
Munns Rebecca Mary 
Neal Louisa 
Nielsen Chloe Helen Beltoft 
Norris Jack Arfon 
O’Mahony Kate 
Okediran Oluwaseun 
Ommar Tara 
Osgerby Alexander 
Otten Lucienne Carlien 
Overell Michael 

Pachigar Saumeel 
Padia Madhvi 
Pang Man Kin 
Patel Akash 
Patel Nash 
Patel Priya Narendrakumar 
Pealing Sophie Pealing 
Pearman Samuel 
Phipps Emily Jane 
Piggott David 
Place Katherine Marie 
Pollard Robert Lewis 
Potter Joanna Joy 
Powdrill Sarah Leanne 
Powell Harriet Emily 
Pugh Anthony Robert 
Qasim Mohamed 
Qazamel Ahmed 
Ramanathan Sapna Kaur 
Ray Robert 
Redmond Sian Megan 
Riddel Angus 
Rodriguez De Valydon Gloria P 
Rollins Lauren 
Runnacles Alice 
Russell Eleanor Katharina M 
Ryder Mark Charles 
Sanderson Elizabeth 
Sargent Sarah 
Scrivener Danny 
Seth Malvika 
Shah Karishma 
Shelton-Smith Zoe Marie 
Shore Anne 
Siebler Tiago 
Siemers Frederick William 
Slee Katherine 
Smirnova Olga 
Smith Laura Louise 
Smith Patrick William 
Snell Chelsea 
Spinks James Thomas 
Standley John 
Stanford James Michael 
Stobbart Samantha 
Stubbs Emma Catherine 
Swatton Katrina Ayesha Alice 
Tabor Alexandra Elizabeth 
Taft Jennifer Ruth 
Takahashi Kiyoshi 
Tan Carey 
Tang Esther Mo-Ning 
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Tansley Abigail Roseanna Kaye 
Thompson Nichola 
Thornton Fiona 
Tolley Matthew Robert Michael 
Toovey Heather Louise 
Tse Yan Shun 
Tunnicliffe Valerie Claire 
Turner Daisy 
Turner Joseph Connor 
Umeh Ezinne 
Urwin Heather 
Vallis Laura Jane 
Vautheny Marc James 
Vidos Katherine-Eve 
Vo Thi Quynh Hoa 
Wakefield Matthew 
Wallace Craiglyn James Edward 
Wang Gege 
Ward Bryce 
Ward Grace Louise 
Ward-Rotherham Kerry 
Ware Matthew 
Watson Lydia 
Watson-Lazowski Alexander 
Watts William 
Webb Emma 
Weeresinghe Shayani Theresa N 
Wesseldine Matthew Edward James 
Whiley Henry 
White Michael 
Willett Alice 
Williams Charlotte Jane 
Williams Esme Wilson 
Williams Hannah Louise 
Williams Kayleigh 
Windrass Amy Louise 
Wong Melissa Christine 
Wood Ysella Jane 
Woods Alison 
Wright Helene 
Wright James Nicholas 
Xu Jingyi 
Yarde Jermaine 
Yaxley Josh 
Yip Lisan 
Yuen Sylvia Man-Jey 
 
YEAR 3 
 
Abd Hamid Nur Huzaifah Binti 
Abulhoul Meddiyah 
Adams Jacob Neil 

Allaby Joseph Kenneth 
Andrews Jessica Audrey Elizabeth 
Angrish Gauri Shankar 
Archer Nathan 
Armstrong Lucy Gemma 
Ashley Alexandra Victoria 
Austin David 
Balkham Jack Bernard 
Barker Elizabeth Catherine Alice 
Barnett Emily Claire 
Beal Emma Lauren 
Beaumont Anna Georgina 
Begum Nilma 
Bekniyazov Ildar 
Bell Julia Caroline 
Bell Stephnie Fiona Elizabeth 
Berryman Matthew 
Birkett Amy 
Blackburn Holly Lily  
Blaxland Laura Marie 
Blee Nicola Jane  
Blondeau Matthew Daniel 
Bold Rachael Margaret 
Bordoli Claire 
Bradley Alexander 
Braidwood Alexander 
Braithwaite Shuna Anne 
Brown Sarah 
Burleson Joseph 
Burman Harry 
Callander Naomi Louise 
Canning Nicholas John  
Chan Jeffrey Che Yin 
Chan Sin Ieng  
Chan Wai Yen Vivian 
Chau Lam Si Selena 
Chiu Sin Ting 
Choi Edith Sin Ting 
Christodoulou Evanthia 
Christodoulou Konstantinos 
Cleasby Philip Michael 
Clifford Bethan Louise 
Coe Charles 
Coombes Annika 
Coombs Benjamin John Francis 
Cooper Sarah Elizabeth Aird 
Cotterill James 
Cribb Emma 
Crofts Andrew 
Davies Elizabeth 
Derbyshire Harriette 
Devereux Rachel 
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Disney Jessica Frances 
Dowson Sophie Elizabeth 
Dryburgh Carole 
Duncan Clare Anne 
Eagle Heather 
El-Redy Lucy 
Ferguson Christine Sarah 
Fisher Christopher 
Flowers Joanna 
Fooks Catherine Victoria 
Ford Katherine Ann 
Fordyce Stephanie Jane Dunseith 
Freeman James 
Gabbott David Luke 
Gambella Alessandro Sergio 
Garner Ian Matthew 
Gibbs Christopher 
Gillis Richard Benjamin 
Gobin Vindhya 
Goh Chong 
Goodliffe Nicola Joanne 
Goodman Daniel Jacob Julius 
Gould Joanne Marie 
Grayling James Richard 
Grayling Kathryn Margaret 
Green Adam James Keate 
Green Craig 
Green Victoria Jayne 
Greenham Matthew Paul 
Griffith David Craig 
Grive Anne 
Gujral Amrit 
Gunning Ingrid 
Haji Awang Ahmad Dayang Nurul I 
Haji Radin Suraiza 
Hall Mark Luke 
Hall Tara Sian 
Hardy Gareth Owen 
Harrison Lucy Abigail Louise 
Harrison Richard 
Haxa Edona-Lisa 
Helliwell Jonathan 
Holroyd Laura Rebecca 
Howard Natasha 
Howells Emily Mair 
Hughes David Lawrence 
Ireland Sophie Ann 
Jackson Laura Helen 
Jellis Laura Jane 
Jurkschat Georg 
Kelly Ellen 
Kerr Isabel 

Kettlewell Amy Louise 
Khoo Yuin Roo 
King Natalie 
King Stuart 
Lafferty Therese Elisabeth 
Lai Hei-Man 
Lancaster Victoria Anne 
Leader Victoria 
Lee David James 
Lee Kwan Yee Queenie 
Lee Stella Sum-Yee  
Liddle Yvette Maria 
Lintern Sarah Elizabeth 
Liu Rui 
Loebl Ruth Valerie 
Logan Naomi Louise 
Lu Wei-Chien 
Luci Besiana  
Lundy Steffi 
Lusted Samantha 
Mackay Katie Anne 
MacLellan Faye Charlotte 
Maffia Rebecca Louise 
Malik Divya 
Manik Kalpana 
Mark Jessica 
Martin Eleanor Jane 
Mayhew Danielle Claire 
McCann Laura 
McHale Liam 
Melvin Jennifer Casey 
Mendis Anuka Sanuri 
Mettakhun Raghav 
Miles Emma 
Mills Harriet Jane 
Mistry Punita Arvind 
Mohd. Rawi Siti Nadhirah 
Monks Katherine 
Moore Phillip 
Moran Christopher Kyle 
Myhill Laura Jessica 
Myint Nicholas David Moe 
Nguyen Ba Liu Thi 
Nguyen Hanh 
Nguyen Long 
Nguyen Thi Bich Hoa 
Nguyen Thien Khiem 
Nguyen Trang 
Nicholls Stuart Benedict 
Norcross Dilys 
O'Brien Katherine Hope 
O'Neill Jessica 
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Olusi Tolulope Oluyemi 
Orchard James 
Owen Elizabeth Alice Mary 
Owen Emma Louise 
Palmer Frances Helen 
Parti Kurran Rai 
Patel Dipti 
Patel Sameer Yogesh 
Pearson Joanne 
Pearson Marcus Dominic 
Pollard Charles Christopher 
Pollard Kathryn Claire 
Price Megan Rebecca 
Priest Hayley Louise 
Rahman Shamimur  
Ribeiro Faye Emily 
Rickerby Lucinda 
Ritchie Emma Jane 
Robinson Philippa April 
Rogerson Katie Barbara 
Rolph Natalie Anne 
Routen Charlotte Jennifer-Louise 
Ruberry Nicola 
Ryan Rosie 
Salmelin Bettina Riitta Maaritta 
Sanderson James Samuel David 
Sanderson Rosemary 
Shah Adarsh Nishit 
Shah Karishma Indravadan 
Shanly Georgina Alice 
Sharma Siddhartha 
Sharpe Katriona Lauren 
Shaw Megan Victoria 
Shaw Rebecca Kay 
Shea Rosalind Maria 
Siddons Rachael 
Silk Alice 
Singh David-Anthony 
Smith Charlotte 
Smith Rebecca 
Snart Charles Jonathan Peter 
Snelgar Rachel Laura 
Sondhi Aneesha 
Spencer Jennifer 
Stachlinska Magdalena 
Starling Hannah Elizabeth 
Streets Matthew David Thomas 
Sun Xiaoou 
Swaine Mark Anthony 
Sykes Helen Maria 
Symeou Vasilis 
Tai Ka Sin 

Takhar Harvir Kaur 
Talbot Alexandra 
Tan Li Mean 
Tan Sui-Yinn Denise 
Tang Ting-Hin 
Taylor Nicola Jean 
Teasdale Christopher Jame 
Teo Yu Yen  
Thacker Madeleine Josephine 
Thomas Jacob Kadukkara Mathew 
Tinkler Leigh Robert 
Tonge Victoria 
Traini Richard 
Tran Dao  
Tran Nhung Cam Thi 
Tran Vi Nha Phan 
Trimnell, Lorna Anne 
Tryno Kimberley Rose 
Vaithianathan Shabeshan 
Virivong Rebecca 
Vo Dang Nghiem 
Waddingham Fiona Catherine 
Walker Heide 
Ward Roslyn Victoria 
Watts Oliver James 
Welbank Thomas Edward 
Wellstead David 
West Fiona 
Whitmore Charlotte 
Whitt Kate Rabiya 
Whittaker Sophia Clare 
Williams Gail Susie 
Winkworth-Smith Charles George 
Wong Sum Yee 
Woods Jennifer Valerie 
Wright Charlotte Victoria 
Wrottesley Stephanie Victoria 
Wu Sheng 
Yan Lei  
Yap Yi Luan 
Yates-Smith Harriet 
Yeung Ngar Woon 
Zekavica Jessica 
Zhang Mengdi 
Zhou Mei Qi 
 
YEAR 4  
 
Aburrow-Newman Harriet  
Adams Chloe  
Audley Matthew David  
Aves Kara Pearl 
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Banks Harriet Louise  
Bell Elaine Alison 
Benger Alison  
Biddle Chloe  
Brown Alexandra Grace  
Brown Timothy Philip  
Burton Kathryn Jane  
Carruthers Rachel Barbara  
Daniel, Jennifer Helen  
Deakins Kelly  
Demetriou Alexia  
Duggan Hannah Ruth  
Fisher Beverley  
Gascoigne Rachel Louise 
Green Sara Elisabeth  
Hadfield William  
Hatherill Gemma 
Hook Caroline  
Howell Kristoffer Paul  
Hussain Fatima 
Juby Katharine Alexia 
Kington Anne Margaret  
Kirwan June 
Lawson Matthew  
Lee Benjamin Kwang-Ming 

Manby Emma Charlotte 
Mc Donnell Patricia T 
Mc Tague Niamh 
McLellan Aya 
Morrison Charlotte Mary 
Neely Emma  
Orchard Laura Emily 
Paul Nisha 
Ralston Louise  
Rice Melissa  
Roberts Amy Louise 
Robinson Claire 
Russell Heather Anne  
Simmons Claire Anne  
Stokes Nikki Leigh 
Tapley Simon Lewis 
Tidswell Eleanor Jane 
Upton Lucy Jane 
Ward Jenifer Kay 
Wardle Katharine Elizabeth  
Weiner Danielle  
Welton Lynsey Dawn 
Woodcock Clare Louise 
Yasin Samantha Anne 

 
 

 
 

 
BIOSCIENCES ERASMUS STUDENTS 2009/2010 
 
Acou, Aurelie    Spring semester  PG 
Augrain, Cecile    Spring semester  PG 
Canonne, Morgane   Spring semester  UG 
Chabrillat, Thibaut   Autumn semester  PG 
Dazin, Baptiste    Autumn semester  PG 
Fremeaux, Laure    Spring semester  UG 
Goujon, Marion    Spring semester  PG 
Hentschel, Gitta   Spring semester  UG 
Kriechbaumer, Thomas  Autumn semester UG 
Leplay, Typhenn    Spring semester  UG 
Oestreicher, Manuela   Full Academic Year UG 
Perez Barea, Jose Javier  Spring semester  UG 
Weihberg, Anne    Spring semester  UG 
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BIOSCIENCES TAUGHT 

POSTGRADUATE LIST 
   
Deepa Agarwal ABT 
Olumide Ajibola ABT 
Ofure Mary-Ann Akhibi ABT 
Sarah Mohammad  Albogami ABT 
Fahad Almutairi ABT 
Abdulaziz  Alsayyari ABT 

Rashid Mohammed Abdulla 
Ambalathil 
Mullerintavida ABT 

Asma Bamansour ABT 
Shegufta Ahmed Chowdhury ABT 
Pawan Dulal ABT 
Reem Elias ABT 
María de los Ángeles Estévez Cebrero ABT 
Xiaoxi Guo ABT 
Ranjeet Bipin Jadhav ABT 
Sanjana Kabir ABT 
Afshin Khan ABT 
Rahman Khosravi ABT 
Hui-Min Liao ABT 
Yi-Hui Lin ABT 
Karolina Liwska ABT 
Bismoy Mazumder ABT 
Bhavna Nainaney ABT 
Cecilia Padierna Mota ABT 
Vasileios Paschalis ABT 
Prem Kumar Perumal ABT 
Ataur Rahman ABT 
Deepthi Sri Sanagala ABT 
Joseph Sebastian ABT 
Pendar Shojaei Kojouri ABT 
Hana Sonbol ABT 
Ibrahim Ethem Tuncel ABT 
Hun Jiat Tung ABT 
Sagar Rajendra Uttarkar ABT 
Kunal Varia ABT 
Zhilan Xu ABT 
Stanley Kwame Adobor CB&E 
Candice Ferreira CB&E 
Krishma Shailesh Ganatra CB&E 
Ashirbad Guria CB&E 
Michael Osei Adu CI 
Tracey Ashmore CI 
Ioannis Chatzigiannakos CI 
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Rahim Khan CI 
Eseeri Kisaakye CI 
Harry Agwa Mbah CI 
Chinedu Charles Nwafor CI 
Chin Wei Ong CI 
Toby James Townsend CI 
Hanaa Abdullahi FPM 
Osifalujo Olubola  Adefunke FPM 
Lina Alqahtani FPM 
Ohoud Alsanei FPM 
Woroud Alsanei FPM 
Khalid Al-Zeer FPM 
Bunmi Busola Banire FPM 
Awral Beri FPM 
Pik Lin Chan FPM 
Laam Chau FPM 
Lilin Chen FPM 
Yacong Chen FPM 
Yuhan Chen FPM 
Yun-Chu Chen FPM 
Yunus Chonary FPM 
Lizhu Deng FPM 
Yahui Gao FPM 
Alina Garcia FPM 
Vlasios Gavriilidis FPM 
Xiao Hai Geng FPM 
Harsha Ghodke FPM 
Yu Hua FPM 
Fei Huang FPM 
Hanjie Huang FPM 
Yingying Huang FPM 
Rhonchamo Humtsoe Lotha FPM 
Isha Jain FPM 
Oluwakemi Damilola Jegede FPM 
Nithin Philips John FPM 
Tittu Christo  John FPM 
Ioannis Karalis FPM 
Aikaterini Kordila FPM 
Joseph Christopher Leopold FPM 
Yan Li FPM 
Sha Liu FPM 
Alejandro Christian Lopez Penaloza FPM 
Jie Ma FPM 
Dinesh Venkat Kumar Madipur FPM 
Maram Majeed FPM 
Barbara Manbor FPM 
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Hema Sri Sandeepa Nekkanti FPM 
Jia Niu FPM 
Nishit Pai FPM 
Parth Patel FPM 
Pratik Patel FPM 
Ravi Patel FPM 
Santosh Shaileshbhai Patel FPM 
Thanaporn Praneetvatakul FPM 
Faizah Puad FPM 
Yi Qian FPM 
Vishal Ramachandran FPM 
Jie Ren FPM 
Duaa  Sindi FPM 
Theerapong Sirisombat FPM 
Priya Sud FPM 
Fabio Andre Teixeira FPM 
Pervin Uzun FPM 
Saitip Wacharothayankul FPM 
Kunal Wadhwani FPM 
Linlin Wang FPM 
Lu Wang FPM 
Sheng Wang FPM 
Wei Xiang FPM 
Wenqing Xu FPM 
Xiaoni Xu FPM 
Jianyi Yang FPM 
Qian Yang FPM 
Wenting Yin FPM 
Pholsak Yoovidhya FPM 
Jing Yu FPM 
Qi Yu FPM 
Nan Zhang FPM 
Yu Zhang FPM 
YiFei Zhao FPM 
Yawei Zhou FPM 
Ameena Ziauddin FPM 
Maha Aljabri ISB 
Simarbir Kaur Aulakh ISB 
Kazuki Fujiwara ISB 
Isma Fazlina Hj Ismail ISB 
Shenyang Chin PGM 
Ofere francis Emeriewen PGM 
Gerry Aplang Jana PGM 
Fiona Mary Lahive PGM 
Marimuthuram Mahendran PGM 
Ashish Mehta PGM 
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Nam Nguyen PGM 
Edward Paul Venison PGM 
Sarah Louise Ackling No Qual (PG) No Award 
Emma Louise Baldry No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sarah Jane Basher No Qual (PG) No Award 
Purvi Bhatt No Qual (PG) No Award 
Niamh Bourke No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sophie Brace No Qual (PG) No Award 
Jennifer Calvert No Qual (PG) No Award 
Philippe Cario No Qual (PG) No Award 
Natalie Carr No Qual (PG) No Award 
Laurie Cave No Qual (PG) No Award 
Hui Hui Chai No Qual (PG) No Award 
Craig Dodds No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sarah Ellis No Qual (PG) No Award 
Hazel Patricia Freeborn No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sheena Gemmell No Qual (PG) No Award 
Jen Gillanders No Qual (PG) No Award 
Emma Harding No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sarah Harding No Qual (PG) No Award 
Katrinka Marie Housley No Qual (PG) No Award 
Elizabeth Humphreys No Qual (PG) No Award 
Ingrid Hutchinson No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sarah Kordechi No Qual (PG) No Award 
Thordie Eva Kristensen No Qual (PG) No Award 
Christine Patricia Land No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sascha Karina Landskron No Qual (PG) No Award 
Louise Livesey No Qual (PG) No Award 
Katherine Evelyn Matthews No Qual (PG) No Award 
Paula McKee No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sara McKenzie No Qual (PG) No Award 
Jennifer McMahon No Qual (PG) No Award 
Lezanne Niehaus No Qual (PG) No Award 
Lucie Nield No Qual (PG) No Award 
Sarah Louise Noyland No Qual (PG) No Award 
Yu Pan No Qual (PG) No Award 
Meriol Rattray No Qual (PG) No Award 
Gbonyefa Samani No Qual (PG) No Award 
Nicola Sunderland No Qual (PG) No Award 
Christine Ward No Qual (PG) No Award 
Kim Rene Christensen No Qual (PG) No Award 
David Arthur Jackson PGC SS 
Emma  Louise Parkinson PGC SS 
Veronique Marie-France Montet PGC SS 
Anne Sonley PGC SS 
Kirsty Joan Finlay PGC SS 
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Paula Rose Bernadette Gilfoyle PGC SS 
Sarah Jane Gough PGC SS 
Damian Gray PGC SS 
Jane Catherine Jones PGC SS 
Hayley Marson PGC SS 
Jennifer Norton PGC SS 
Weiting Hong PGD FPM 
Egidijus Launikonis PGD FPM 
Nan Zhao PGD FPM 
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VET SCHOOL UNDERGRADUATES

YEAR 0

Baker, Sarah

Collins, Lucy

Coppin, Annette

Cragg, Michaela

Croxford, Alice

Foley, Benjamin

Gaehwiler, Iman

Garvey, Anna

Hamlin-Wright, Harry

Kenny, Eva

YEAR 1

Ackerley, Suzannah

Agar, Charlotte

Bacigalupo, Anthony

Baddeley, James

Baker, Simon

Banks, Charlotte

Barker, Lucy

Bateman, Laura

Bestall, Samuel

Bevan, Angharad

Birkett, Jennifer

Bodley, Katherine

Bridge, Matthew

Bridger, Hannah

Bromilow, Sophie

Burrows, Clementine

Cain, David

Campbell, Grace

Campling, Gemma

Cannon, Thomas

Cheung, Robin

Cheyne, Lydia

Choi, Yung

Clancy, Amy

Collas, Harry

Cook, Sarah

Cresswell, Elizabeth

Dahlerud, Lene

Darby, Matthew

Davenport, Rebecca

Day, Carly

de Aguiar, Sinjun

Dobree, Lucy

Ecroyd, Samuel

Long, Emily

Lucassen, Emma

Marsh, Oliver

Sanabria, Lina

Skillen, Rachel

Stone, Georgia

Tutt, Katie

Walsh, Megan

Wolf, Katrina

Elders, Elizabeth

Ennett, Catherine

Evans, Lorna

Field, Melissa

Garton, Garton

Gemmill, Rachael

Goodwin, Elliot

Granby, David

Gray, Esme

Hall, Harriet

Heawood,  Christopher

Herbert, Katherine

Heygate, Oliver

Higson, James

Hill, Claire

Hindson, Emma

Hodgson, Lewis

Hodson, Daisy

Hylands, Matthew

Jennings, Abigail

John, Elizabeth

Jones, Bryn

Jones, Nadine

Jowett, Melissa

Lamb, Jenna

Lawrence, Jade

Lawson, Edwina

Lees, Katarina

Long, Sophie

Mabey, Stephanie

Makhzangi, Poppy

Matthews, George

McDaniel, Alexandra

McEnnerney-Whittle, Margaret

McKay, James
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YEAR 1 CONT…

McWilliam, Andrew

Mountford, Thomas

Nersten, Ingrid

Newsome, Reuben

Ng, Carmen

Palmer, Lauren

Pearce, Laura

Pettifar-Smart, Florence

Pigott, Jane

Raylor – Iye, Marnie

Sach, Fiona

Smith, Kathryn

Sun, Wenye

Sutton, Mark

Swann, Cécile

Thomas, Aled

Thomas, Rhys

Ticehurst, Lucinda

Turner, Anjali

Tyler, Katie-Marie

Uhlmann, Roxane

van Ginkel, Kostijn

Varley, Georgina

Verity, Rebecca

Watkins, Charlotte

Welcomme, Bethannie Natasha

Wigfall, Corinne

Wilkinson, Zoe

Wilson, Charlotte

YEAR 2

Abbott, Caroline

Akkari, Chris

Archer, Rosemary

Bagnall, Sophie

Barden, Matthew

Barnes, Nicola

Barton, Kate

Batty, Hannah

Beckett, Alun

Bell, Charlotte

Bennett, Adelle

Bowen, Jessica

Briggs, Alice

Brister, Sean

Burton, Christopher

Carlson, Freya

Chadwick, William

Chow, Anne

Chung, Matthew

Cory, Max

Crowe, Jessica

Davis, Mary

Denton, Emily

Dodd, Nicola

Drage, Sarah

Easter, Tim

Fletcher, Mary

Francis, Laura

Freeman, Emma

Freer, Beulah

Fryers, Catherine

Geldart, Sarah

Girling, Jessica

Gittins, Henrietta

Gordon, Catherine

Goring, Mallory

Gosling, Lara

Graham, Louisa

Greenwood, Charlene

Griffiths, Carys

Heller, Kate

Hicks, Aimee

Huggins, Alexandra

Hunt, Christina

Hyde, Bobby

Irons, Gemma

Jackson, Nicholas

Jaye, Isabel

Khong, Melinda

King, Moira

Levan, Laura

Martin, Tamsin

McAuley, Vanessa

McKinlay, Charlotte

McRink, Daniel

Mellor, Kate

Mercado, Anouska

Middleton, Lee

Millington, James

Monnington, Emily

Mullins, Hazell

Muscroft, Abigail

Napper, Sam

Ogden, Christopher

Owen, Ceri

Palfreman, Suzy
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YEAR 2 CONT…

Payne, Dylan

Plau, Natalie

Plested, Mark

Pooley, Fay

Porter, Ross

Potter, Harriet

Price, Susan

Prichard, Kate

Reeves, Hannah

Regan, Carl

Roberts, Claire

Robinson, Nicola

Senaratne, Sandini

Siddorn, Nicholas

Smith, Louise

Sommerville, William

Sood, Sachiv

Speight, Abigail

Taroy, Marit

Taylor, Louise

Thickitt, Amelie

Thomas, Sara

Watts, Tracy

Webb, Ruth

Wing, Helen

Wise, Allison

Wood, Claire

Wraith, Adam

Young, Calum

Young, Rose

Zaremba, Dan

YEAR 3 - 4

Amos, Rebecca

Bacon, Tim

Barfoot, Hannah

Barry, Dean

Beck, Libby

Bestwick, Jason

Bolton, Rhiannon

Botten, Anne

Bowes, Alex

Brand, Kara

Bray, Kitty

Briggs, Anna

Bright, Lucy

Brightmore, Hannah

Broom, Holly

Carman, Gemma

Chan, Denise

Clancy, Sinead

Clarke, Emily

Clarkson, Jennifer

Collett, Helen

Crosby, Jessica

Croucher, Rachel

Davies, Elizabeth

Davies, Daniel

Drinkall, Emma

Edwards, Amy

Emery, Claire

Emmerson, Katie

Evans, Hannah

Fall, Derrick

Feather, Lucy

Fiddy, Sarah

Fitzgerald, Katherine

Fitzgibbons, Naomi

Foster, Thomas

Fox-Pitt, Alicia

Freeman, Emily

Giles, George

Green, Charlotte

Harrison, Melanie

Heygate, Rachel

Hinsley, Joanne

Hitt, Lynsey

Hodgson, Joe

Holmes, Sarah

Hopkins, Eleanor

King, Daniel

Kooblall, Seema

Kursey, Leighanne

Large, Johanna

Lowes, Jane

MacDougall, Alex

Mace, Lynsey

Mahendran, Sophie

Marchant, Christian

McLaurin, John

McNicholas, Hana

Mitchell, Emma

Mold, Joanne

Morgan, Rachel

Moseley, Raquel

Needham, Louise

Patel, Jaanvi
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Pealing, Bethany

Powell, Clare

Preedy, Rachel

Pritchard, Beth

Putnam, Jessica

Read, Fay

Richardson, Louise

Round, Katherine

Sands, Katherine

Skelly, Esther

Stewart, Kathryn

Tamblyn, Claire

Tate, Hannah

Thomas, Rachel

Thorn, Tamsin

Timmis, Victoria

Trotman, Laura

Usherwood, Natasha

Vinten, Claire

Voss, Sarah

Warner, Camilla

Warren, Christopher

Welburn, Jessica

Wensley, Joanne

West, Hannah

Wilson, Beverley

Wilson, Hannah

Wood, Max

Woodhall, Louise

Woodward, Camilla

Wright, Emma

YEAR 4 – 5

Allison, Asher

Barnett, Louise

Bastone, Chloe

Bellamy, Michael

Ben-David, Maiyanne

Bennison, Victoria

Bjerkreim, Henriette

Bould, James

Bridges, Emily

Buckberry, Laura

Bush, Beverley

Carr, Jennifer

Cartelet, Clio

Chesworth, Matthew

Clayton, Samantha

Coleman, Rebecca

Cooper, Jonathan

Copley, Daisy

Costaras, Katherine

Crossland, Ruth

Eastick, Faye

Emley, Anthony

Fordham, Tesa Marie

Gale, Charlotte

Gallagher, Ciara

Gallie, Alasdair

Glynn, Catriona

Gould, Lindsey

Grant, Emer

Gratwick, Lucy

Griffiths, Hannah

Hall, Jennifer

Hammond, Janine

Hartley, Rebecca

Hatton, Emily

Heeley, Adam

Henken, Julia

Henstock, Joanne

Fenner, Joy

Hume, Kathy

Inman, Wendy

Iveson, Thomas

Jamieson, Camilla

Jeffries, Olivia

Lawless, Verity

Lawson, Jake

Moore, Ceri

Ling, Julie

Lord, Samuel

Madden, Megan

Magurie, Jessica

Massey, Stephanie

McGilloway, Suzanne

McGlade, Alana

Meagor, Jaimie

Mitchell, Gemma

Mulligan, Helena

Harvey-Myers, Carolyn

Nash, Andrew

Neal, Alice

Penrose, Lucy

Phillips, Joanne

Physick, Danielle

Plumtree, Matthew

Prichard, Sophie
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Ragsdell, Naomi

Ranson, Kirsty

Read, Emily

Roberts, Lorna

Ross, Kathryn

Rowland, Hannah

Shearcroft, Fairfax

Smallcombe, Victoria

Smalley, Samuel

Smith, Carly

Smith, Stephanie

Spencelayh, Kevin

Stephenson, Helen

Storey, Darren

Thompson, Charles

Trimble, Toby

Tucker, Chloe

Wallace, Rachel

Waters. Jennifer

Watts, Katie

Welsh, Catherine

Westwood, Mark

Wilkinson, Philip

Williams, Shereene

Winestone, Joanna

VET SCHOOL PHD STUDENTS

Surname First Name

Alfitouri Abdulgader PhD

Rhodes Phillip PhD

Clutterbuck Abigail PhD

Madouasse Aurélien PhD

Elazomi Altayeb PhD

Hallowell Gayle PhD

Laird Mhairi PhD

Shinwell Jonathan PhD

Potterton Sarah PhD

Hughes Jaime PhD

Tarabees Reda PhD

Altaeb Abdul Nasser PhD

Gray Clint PhD

Mckenzie Graeme PhD

Mossop Liz PhD

Setta Ahmed PhD

Everitt Sally PhD

Mutamba Shilla PhD

Vloumidi Eleni PhD

Williams Sarah PhD
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Wills Jennifer PhD
Nelli Rahul Kumar PhD
Rusli Nor Dini PhD
Kuchipudi Suresh Occasional
Beynon Charlotte MPhil
Lloyd Louise PhD
Mann Claire PhD
Wright Thomas PhD
Taema Maged PhD
Baquero Belinda PhD
Russell Christopher PhD
Smith Sarah PhD
Black David DVM
Shanmuganathan Vydeki Mphil
Khambay Perem Mres
Michal Chrustek PhD
Hdud Ismail PhD
Hill Derek PhD
Hillier Kirsty Mres
Edwards-Smallbone James PhD
Lee Simon PhD
Hudson Chris Mres
Cheng June PhD
Billsborrow Lindsay PhD
Middleton Emma DVM
Rees Jennifer DVM
Syer Kristy PhD
Alkurashi Mamdowh PhD
Penny Jasmine PhD
Williams Adam PhD
Job kathleen PhD
Hudson Michelle PhD
Wilson Paula MVM
Blythe Simon Mres
Shah Mansi PhD
Jones-Diette Julie PhD
Robinson Natalie Jane PhD
Hiba Ibrahim PhD
Down Peter MVM
Wessely Frank PhD
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SCHOOL OF BIOSCIENCES 

AWARD OF PRIZES - 2009/2010 SESSION 
 

 
 
ALPRO PRIZE 
 
Awarded annually to the final year BSc Nutrition or Master of Nutrition student from 
the School of Biosciences achieving the highest overall percentage mark in their 
project.  The value of the prize is £50. 
 

Aya McLellan 

 

THE ANGLIA CROWN DIETETICS PRIZE 
 
Awarded annually to the undergraduate in the second year Master of Nutrition Food 
Composition in Dietetics module who obtains the highest overall module mark.  The 
value of the prize is £100. 
 

Laura Rachel Caley 

 

ASHGATE PRIZE 
 
The Ashgate Prize is awarded annually to the candidate who, by recommendation 
of the Heads of Division of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and Plant and 
Crop Sciences, and on the results of the final examinations or honours project, is 
adjudged to be the best student in Horticulture.  The value of the prize is £50. 
 
Matthew David Audley 

 
RON BARDSLEY PRIZE 
 
The Ron Bardsley Prize is awarded annually to the Part II student attaining the 
highest overall mark for a laboratory-based project in Nutritional Sciences.  The 
value of the prize is £100. 
 
Ian Matthew Garner 

 
BELPER PRIZE 
 
The Belper Prize is awarded annually to the candidate who, on the results of the 
examinations, is adjudged to be the best student in the final year of the course 
leading to a degree in the School of Biosciences.  The successful student is 
awarded books to the value of £50. 
 
Jonathan Raymond Helliwell 

 
BOOTS DRUMMOND MEMORIAL PRIZE IN PLANT SCIENCE 
 
The Boots Drummond Memorial Prize in Plant Science is awarded annually to the 
student whose work during the final year of the course leading to the Honours 
degree in Plant Science has been distinguished.  The value of the Prize is £50. 
 
Lorna Anne Trimnell 
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BRAKES FOOD COMPOSITION PRIZE 
 
The Brakes Food Composition Prize is awarded to the undergraduate in the 3rd year 
of the Master of Nutrition Course who obtains the highest mark in the food 
composition class test in the Dietetic Practice module.  The value of the Prize is 
£50.  The prize winner will also have the opportunity to visit Brakes and spend time 
with the Company Dietician. 
 
Nicola Jean Taylor 

 
BRAKES FOOD AND CATERING PRIZE 
 
The Brakes Food and Catering Prize is awarded to the undergraduate in the First 
Year of the Master of Nutrition course who obtains the higher overall module mark.  
The value of the Prize is £150.  The prize winner will also have the opportunity to 
visit Brakes and spend time with the Company Dietician. 
 
Louise Carolyn Bostock 

Laura Rachel Helm 

 
PETER BUTTERY PRIZE 
 
The Peter Buttery Prize is awarded to the Part II student attaining the highest 
overall module mark for the final year Animal Nutrition module.  The value of the 
Prize is £100. 
 
Danielle Mayhew 

 
CAMPBELL SCIENTIFIC PRIZE 
 
The Campbell Scientific Prize is awarded annually on the recommendation of the 
Board of the School of Biosciences to the student registered for BSc 
Environmental Biology or Environmental Science degree who submits the best 
dissertation containing elements of environmental instrumentation, 
measurement or mathematical modelling.  The value of the prize is £100. 
 

Jonathan Raymond Helliwell 

 
DULLFORCE PRIZE 
 
The Dullforce Prize is awarded annually to the student achieving the highest marks 
in a final year honours project in the area of Crop Science (field crops).  The value 
of the prize is £50. 
 
Charlotte Victoria Wright 

 

FARM MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION PRIZE 
 
The prize is awarded annually to the candidate who, by recommendation of the 
Head of Division of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and on the results of  
the final examination or honours project, is adjudged to be the best student in 
Management.  The prize is an inscribed cup, retained permanently by the recipient. 
 
Stuart Benedict Nicholls 
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HAROLD GORE-BROWN MEMORIAL PRIZE 

 
The prize is awarded annually to the most meritorious student of the year at the 
School of Biosciences.  The value of the prize is £50 and is expended on the 
purchase of books or in some other manner approved by the Head of the School.  
For the purpose of this award, account is taken of activities in connection with the 
life at the School in general in addition to academic attainments. 
 
Matthew David Thomas Streets 

 
INSTITUTE OF HORTICULTURE 
 
The Institute of Horticulture Prize is awarded annually to the student achieving 
the highest marks in a final year honours project in the area of Horticulture, 
nominated by the Heads of Division of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 
and Plant and Crop Sciences.  The prize consists of a certificate and free 
membership of the Institute for 18 months. 
 
Matthew David Audley 

 
THE KERRY PRIZE FOR PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
 
Awarded annually for the best project undertaken by MSc and final year Food 
Science undergraduates on the Sutton Bonington Campus taking the Food 
Factory Operations module.  The prize consists of the Kerry Cup and £150 for the 
best group and £50 for the runner-up group. 
 
Undergraduate Winners: 

  

Matthew Daniel Blondeau 
Tsz Sheung Jenny Lai 
Stella Sum Yee Lee 
Adarsh Nishit Shah 
Yu Yen Teo 
 

   

Undergraduate Runners Up: 

Alison Benger 
Holly Lily Blackburn 
Nicola Jane Blee 
Joanne Marie Gould 

MSc Winners: 

 

Hanaa Abdullahi 
Lina Alqahtani 
Ohoud Alsanei 
Woroud Alsanei 
Ameena Ziauddin 
  

MSc Runners Up: 

Awral Beri 
Yu Hua 
Ioannis Karalis 
Barbara Manbor 
Priya Sud 

 
 
LAMMING PRIZE 
 
The prize shall be awarded annually on the recommendation of the Professor of 
Animal Physiology to the undergraduate student who has submitted the best 
dissertation on a research project in Animal Physiology.  The value of the prize is 
£100. 
 
Jack Bernard Balkham 
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NORMA M LAUDER PRIZE 
 
Awarded annually to the final year Master of Nutrition student from the School of 
Biosciences achieving the highest mark in the module Advanced Dietetic Practice 2.  
The value of the prize is £100. 
 
Katherine Wardle 

 
LONGWILL PRIZE 
 
The Longwill Prize is awarded annually to the candidate who, on the results of 
the final examinations, is adjudged to be the best student in Agriculture.  The 
value of the prize is £150.  The Board has resolved that this prize should be 
awarded to the student gaining the highest marks in the subject combination 
containing a majority of modules in the areas of: Animal Production/Crop 
Science/Management. 
 
Stuart Benedict Nicholls 

 
JOHN MADOCKS PRIZE 
 
The prize of £100 is awarded annually on the recommendation of the Head of 
Division to a final year student on any one of the courses in the Division of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences who is adjudged to have contributed most 
to the work, well being and standing of the Division. 
 
James Grayling 

 
THE NATWEST PRIZE 
 
The Natwest Prize is awarded annually on the recommendation of the Module 
Convenor and staff from Natwest Bank to the team of students achieving the  
highest marks in the case study component of the module Rural Business 
Management.  The prize consists of an engraved trophy. 
 
Craig Matthew Green 

Rebecca Louise Maffia 

Thibaut Chabrillat 

 

NORTHERN FOODS FOOD SAFETY PRIZE 
 
Awarded to the student producing the best poster in the first year Food Safety 
module.  The value of the prize is £50. 
 
Louise Carolyn Bostock 

Samuel John Jackson 

THE NUTRICIA TOP MASTER OF NUTRITION STUDENT AWARD 
 
Awarded annually to the final year Master of Nutrition student from the School of 
Biosciences achieving the highest overall percentage mark.  The value of the 
prize is £200. 
 

Heather Russell 
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The Perkins/Fowler/Waites Prize is awarded to the undergraduate student who 
obtains the highest mark in a research project in Microbiology or Food 
Microbiology.  The value of the prize is £100. 
 
Oliver Watts 

 
THE PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY PRIZE 
 
Awarded to the final year undergraduate student achieving the highest cumulative 
score after addition of their marks in all animal physiology-based modules (but 
excluding the final year project).  The value of the prize is £100. 
 
Danielle Claire Mayhew 

 

GARY PORTER MEMORIAL PRIZE 
 
The prize is awarded annually to the student making the best contribution to 
student productions at the Sutton Bonington Campus (variety show or similar).  
The value of the prize is £50. 
 
Matthew David Audley 

 
RASE AGRICULTURE STUDENT AWARD 

 
The Royal Agricultural Society of England prize is awarded to the candidate who, on 
the results of the final examinations, is adjudged to be the best student of 
Agriculture.  The Board has resolved that this prize should be awarded to the 
student gaining the highest marks in the subject combination containing a majority 
of modules in the areas of: Animal Production/Crop Science/Management.  The 
prize is free membership of the Society for five years. 
 
Stuart Benedict Nicholls 

 
SAINSBURY PRIZE FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
£100 (tbc) awarded to a ‘Food Science’  or ‘Nutrition and Food Science’ or ‘Food 
Microbiology’ student who has demonstrated a commitment to their professional 
development over the duration of their undergraduate degree course. 

Adarsh Nishit Shah 

KEITH SCOTT MEMORIAL PRIZE 

 
Awarded annually on the recommendation of the Board of the School of Biosciences 
to the student who is adjudged to have made the greatest sporting contribution to 
the School.  The value of the prize is £200. 
 

Stuart Benedict Nicholls 
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THE PERKINS/FOWLER/WAITES PRIZE 



SHIELDS PRIZE 
 
The Shields Prize is awarded annually to the candidate who is adjudged to be the 
best student in the final year of the course leading to a degree in Food Science.  
The successful candidate is awarded books to the value of £50. 

Yu Yen Teo 

SOCIETY OF BIOLOGY STUDENT AWARD 
 
Awarded annually to the final year BSc (Honours) student from the School of 
Biosciences achieving the highest overall percentage mark in a degree that 
comprises at least 50% Biology in Part I and Part II.  The prize consists of one 
year’s free graduate membership of the Institute of Biology and a Certificate of 
Achievement issued by the Institute. 
 
Jonathan Raymond Helliwell 

 
SOCIETY FOR ENDOCRINOLOGY PRIZE 
 
Awarded on the recommendation of the Head of the Animal Sciences Division to 
the student obtaining the highest mark for coursework on the Endocrinology 
module.  The value of the prize is £100. 
 

Dania Ghani 

 

SOCIETY FOR GENERAL MICROBIOLOGY PRIZE 
 
Awarded to the best second year student in a Microbiological subject or one 
containing a high proportion of Microbiology.  The value of the prize is £100 and 
one year’s undergraduate membership of the Society. 
 
Kerry Ward-Rotherham 

 
SYNGENTA PLANT SCIENCE PRIZES 
 
Two prizes are awarded to: 
 
i) the Part II student with the highest aggregate mark in the Plant/Crop 

Science area.  The recipient must have taken a minimum of 50% of their 
BSc Part II credits in Plant/Crop Science modules.  The value of the prize 
shall be £100.   

 
Eu Sheng Wang (Plant Biotechnology UNIM) 

 
ii) the student with the highest aggregate Part I mark in the Plant/Crop 

Science area.  The value of the prize is £50. 
 

Maysoun Abdelmoniem Mustafa Elamin (Plant Biotechnology UNIM) 

 

THE COLIN TILSTON PRIZE 
 
The prize was established in 1998 in memory of Colin Tilston, Lecturer in 
Management, and is awarded to the student(s) achieving the highest marks in a 
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Valerie Claire Tunnicliffe (Year II) 

 
UNILEVER PLANT BIOTECHNOLOGY PRIZE 
 
The prize shall be awarded to the student with the highest overall dissertation mark 
for a molecular biology based project in the Plant/Crop Science area.  The value of 
the prize is £150. 
 

Benjamin John Francis Coombs 

 

UNILEVER PLANT SCIENCE PRIZE 
 
The prize shall be awarded to the student with the highest overall dissertation mark 
for a non-molecular biology project in the Plant/Crop Science area (non field 
crops).  The value of the prize is £150. 
 
David Wellstead 

 
T K WARLEY PRIZE 
 
The prize is awarded annually for the best essay written by either an 
undergraduate or a graduate within 12 months of graduation from the University or 
a postgraduate currently registered for a Higher Degree at the University on one of 
the following subjects:  Rural Business Management, Agricultural Marketing, 
Agricultural Policy in Western Europe or International Trade in Agricultural 
Products.  The value of the prize is £200. 
 

Stuart Benedict Nicholls 

 

KENNETH WHYNES MEMORIAL PRIZE 
 
Two prizes are awarded annually i) to the most outstanding undergraduate in the 
first year Plant Sciences module,  
 
Claire Walden (Biology) 

 
and ii) to the undergraduate whose work during the second year modules in 
Plant/Crop Sciences has achieved particular distinction.  The value of the prizes is 
£50 each, to be expended on books of relevance to Plant Science, to be chosen by 
the prizewinners. 
 
Maysoun Abdelmoniem Mustafa Elamin (Plant Biotechnology UNIM) 
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marketing case study in the area of agricultural management in the School.  The 
prize is an engraved trophy, retained permanently by the recipient. 



SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SCIENCE PRIZES 
 

Year 0 Prizes 2009/10 

 

School Prize for Overall Achievement (£150):   Oliver Marsh 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Animal Biology: Cell Structure and 
Biochemistry (£50):   Oliver Marsh 
 
Beckmann Coulter Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Chemistry: Compounds and 
Reactions (£50):   Oliver Marsh 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Chemistry: Atomic Structure and 
Bonding (£50):   Oliver Marsh 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Animal Care and Behaviour 
(£50):   Emily Long 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Animal Biology: Health and Disease 
(£50):    Oliver Marsh 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Animal Biology: An Introduction to Body 
Systems (£50):   Oliver Marsh 

 
School Prize for Highest Marks in Hypothesis Seminar Series (£50): 
Anna Garvey and Michaela Cragg (shared) 
 
Fisher Scientific Prize for Highest Marks in SDL File (£50):   Oliver Marsh 
 
Leica Prize for Highest Marks in Practical File (£50):   Oliver Marsh 
 
 
Year 1 Prizes 2009/10 

 
Decra Prize for Overall Achievement in Year 1:   Sophie Long 

 
Beckmann Coulter Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Lymphoreticular Cell Biology 
1:   David Cain 
 
Decra Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Cardiorespiratory System 1: 
Suzannah Ackerley  

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Neuroscience System 1: 
Sophie Long 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Animal Health and Welfare 1: 
Suzannah Ackerley  

 
Natwest Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Personal and Professional 
Skills 1:   Jade Lawrence 

 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire Vet Club Prize for Best Skills Diary in Veterinary 
Personal and Professional Skills 1:   Sophie Bromilow  
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School Prize for Best Portfolio in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 1: 
David Cain and Gemma Campling (shared) 
 
 
Year 2 Prizes 2009/10 

 
Decra Prize for Highest Overall Achievement (£150):   Ruth Webb 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Endocrine System 1 (£50): 
Ruth Webb 

 
Cogent Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Reproduction 1 (£50): 
Mark Plested 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Gastrointestinal System 1 
(£50):   Ruth Webb 
 
Decra Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Urinary System 1 (£50): 
Ruth Webb 

 
British Veterinary Dermatology Study Group Prize for Highest Overall Mark in 
Veterinary Skin, Hoof and Horn 1 (Dermatology Textbook):   Kate Heller 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Animal Health and Welfare 2 (£50): 
Ruth Webb 

 
Natwest Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Personal and Professional 
Skills 2 (£50):   Caroline Abbott and Carl Regan (shared) 
 
School Prize for Best Portfolio in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 2 
(£50):   Caroline Abbott 
 
School Prizes for Best Skills Diary in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 2 
(£50):    Tracy Watts 
 
 
Year 3 Prizes 2009/10 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Achievement in BVMedSci degree (£300): 
Joanne Hinsley 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Achievement in year 3 (£150): 
Rachel Croucher 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Research Project (£100 and 
further funding to attend a relevant UK conference (up to £150)): 
Catherine Bray 

 
School Prize for Highest Mark in Veterinary Research Project – thesis (£50): 
Catherine Bray and Sinead Clancy (shared) 
 
School Prize for Highest Mark in Veterinary Research Project – thesis defence 
(£50):   Rachel Preedy 
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Katherine Fitzgerald 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Research Methods (£50): 
Dean Barry, Katie Fitzgerald, Alicia Fox-Pitt, Hannah Tate (shared) 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Practical Techniques (£50): 
Eleanor Hopkins 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Principles of Veterinary Science (£50): 
Rachel Thomas 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Personal and Professional 
Skills 3 (£50):   Rachel Thomas 
 
School Prize for Best Portfolio in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 3 
(£50):   Charlotte Green 
 
School Prizes for Best Skills Diary in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 3 
(£50):   Johanna Large 
 
 
Year 4 Prizes 2009/10 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Achievement in year 4 (£150):  Megan Madden

 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Musculoskeletal System 2 
(£50):   Carolyn Harvey-Myers, Julia Henken (shared prize) 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Urinary System 2(£50): 
Lorna Roberts 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Haematology and 
Immunology 2 (£50):   Megan Madden 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Neuroscience System 2 
(£50):   Lorna Roberts 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Public Health (£50): 
Kathy Hume 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Endocrine System2 (£50): 
Megan Madden 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Skin Hoof and Horn 2 (£50): 
Ceri Moore 

 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Reproduction System 2 
(£50):   Lucy Gratwick 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Cardiorespiratory System 2 
(£50):   Megan Madden 
 
School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Gastrointestinal System 2 
(£50):   Mike Bellamy 
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Novartis Prize for Best Poster in Veterinary Research Project (£50): 



School Prize for Highest Overall Mark in Veterinary Personal and Professional 
Skills 4 (£50):   Harriet Shearcroft 
 
School Prize for Best Business Plan in Personal and Professional Skills 4 (£150): 
Mike Bellamy, Matthew Chesworth, Jonathan Cooper, Emily Hatton, 

Olivia Jeffries, Suzanne Mc Gilloway, Harriet Shearcroft, Samuel Smalley, 

Charles Thompson, Phillip Wilkinson (shared) 
 
School Prize for Best Portfolio in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 4 
(£50):   Daisy Copley 
 
School Prizes for Best Skills Diary in Veterinary Personal and Professional Skills 4 
(£50):   Jamie Meagor 
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THE SCHOOL OF BIOSCIENCES 

ACADEMIC STAFF 

 

Head of School 

Prof J A Roberts 
 

jeremy.roberts@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6339 

DIVISION OF ANIMAL SCIENCES 

 

Head of Division 
Prof J Wiseman julian.wiseman@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6054 
 

Academic Staff 
Prof K H S Campbell 
 

keith.campbell@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6298 

Prof P C Garnsworthy 
 

phil.garnsworthy@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6065 

Prof R Webb 
 

bob.webb@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6056 

Dr J Harris 
 

john.harris@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6316 

Dr S Kelly 
 

sara.kelly@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6130 

Dr M Luck 
 

martin.luck@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6309 

Dr G E Mann 
 

george.mann@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6326 

Dr K Millar 
 

kate.millar@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6303 

Dr K D Sinclair 
 

kevin.sinclair@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6053 

Dr C W Stevenson 
 

carl.stevenson@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6055 

Dr R J Stöger 
 

reinhard.stoger@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6232 

Dr D J Sweetman  dylan.sweetman@nottingham.ac.uk 
 

Tel: 0115 951 6019 

Emeritus Professor 

Prof Anthony Flint 
 
anthony.flint@nottingham.ac.uk 

Tel: 0115 951 6301 

 

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 

 

Head of Division 

Prof N Crout neil.crout@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6253 
 

Academic Staff 
Prof G Shaw 
 

george.shaw@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3206 

Dr E Bailey 
 

liz.bailey@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6255 

Dr B Lomax 
 

barry.lomax@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6258 

Dr S Mooney 
 

sacha.mooney@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6257 

Dr S Sjogersten 
 

sofie.sjogersten@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6239 
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Dr H West 
 

helen.west@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6268 

Dr S Young 
 

scott.young@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6256 

Dr J Bacardit 
 

jaume.bacardit@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6267 

Dr I C W Hardy 
 

ian.hardy@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6052 

Dr C Lu 
 

chungui.lu@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6293 

Bioinformatics 

Prof T C Hodgman charlie.hodgman@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6290 
 

Management & Economics 

Dr S J Ramsden 
 

stephen.ramsden@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6078 

Dr P Wilson 
 

paul.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6075 

Principal Research 

Fellow 

  

Mr J Craigon 
 

Jim.craigon@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 16252 

Emeritus Professor   
Prof J Colls Jeremy.colls@nottingham.ac.uk  

 
DIVISION OF NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

 

Head of Division   
Prof S Langley-Evans 
 

 
simon.langley-evans@nottingham.ac.uk 

 
Tel: 0115 951 6139 

Academic Staff   
Prof A M Salter andrew.salter@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6120 
   
Prof G A Tucker 
 

gregory.tucker@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6126 

Prof M Lomax 
 

michael.lomax@nottingham.ac.uk  Tel: 0115 951 6105 

Dr R G Bardsley 
 

ronald.bardsley@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6127 

Dr J Brameld 
 

john.brameld@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6133 

Dr M Alcocer 
 

marcos.alcocer@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6103 

Dr F McCullough 
 

fiona.mccullough@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6118 

Dr S McMullen 
 

sarah.mcmullen@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6106 

Dr T Parr 
 

tim.parr@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6128 

Dr J Swift 
 

judy.swift@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6178 

Dr M Elmes 
 

matt.elmes@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6183 

Dr S Welham 
 

simon.welham@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6129 

Dr J Preeti Jethwa.preeti@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6604 
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Dr M Taylor Moira.taylor@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6104 
   
 

Dietetic 

Practitioners 

  

Ms V Halliday 
 

vanessa.halliday@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6098 

Mrs A D Barton 
 

arlene.barton@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6125 

Mrs A How 
 

anne.how@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6085 

Mrs K A Whitehead 
 

kirsten.whitehead@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6136 

Mrs A Avery 
 

amanda.avery@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6238 

 

DIVISION OF PLANT AND CROP SCIENCES 

 

Head of Division   
Prof J A Roberts jeremy.roberts@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6339 
 

Academic Staff 

  

Prof S N Azam-Ali 
 

sayed.azam-ali@nottingham.edu.my  (Malaysia Campus) 

Prof M J Bennett 
 

malcolm.bennett@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3255 

Prof C R Black 
 

colin.black@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6337 

Prof M J Holdsworth 
 

michael.holdsworth@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6046 

Prof S T May 
 

sean@arabidopsis.info Tel: 0115 951 3306 

Prof G B Seymour 
 

graham.seymour@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6323 

Dr P G Alderson 
 

peter.alderson@nottingham.edu.my (Malaysia Campus) 

Dr M R Broadley 
 

martin.broadley@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6382 

Dr M R Davey 
 

mike.davey@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3057 

Dr M J Dickinson 
 

matthew.dickinson@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3236 

Dr M J Foulkes 
 

john.foulkes@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6024 

Dr R G Fray 
 

rupert.fray@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6371 

Dr G W Lycett 
 

grantley.lycett@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6340 

Dr S Mayes 
 

sean.mayes@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6234 

Dr E H Murchie 
 

erik.murchie@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6082 

Dr K A Pyke 
 

kevin.pyke@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3216 

Dr R V Ray rumiana.ray@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6049 
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Dr T P Robbins 
 

tim.robbins@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6329 
 

Dr S Rossall 
 

stephen.rossall@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6338 

Dr D L Sparkes 
 

debbie.sparkes@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6074 

Dr R Swarup 
 

ranjan.swarup@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6284 

Dr I B Taylor 
 

ian.taylor@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6335 

Dr Z A Wilson 
 

zoe.wilson@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3235 

Emeritus Professors 

Prof E C Cocking 
 

edward.cocking@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 3239 

Prof D Grierson 
 

donald.grierson@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6333 

Special Professor 
Prof H Smith 
 

harry@ejournals.co.uk  

 

DIVISION OF FOOD SCIENCES 

 

Head of Division 

Prof I Connerton ian.connerton@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6119 
 

Brewing Science 
  

Prof K Smart 
 

katherine.smart@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6124 

Dr D Cook 
 

david.cook@nottingham.ac.uk 
 

Tel: 0115 951 6245 
 

Dr C Powell chris.powell@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115951 6191 
 

Food Flavour 

Technology 
  

Prof A J Taylor 
 

andy.taylor@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6144 

Dr D A Gray 
 

david.gray@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6147 

Dr J Hort joanne.hort@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6222 
Food Microbiology & 

Safety 

  

Prof C E R Dodd 
 

christine.dodd@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6163 

Dr J Hobman 
 

Jon.hobman@nottingham.ac.uk  Tel: 0115 951 6166 

Dr C E D Rees 
 

cath.rees@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6167 

Dr P J Hill 
 

phil.hill@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6169 

Dr K H Mellits 
 
 

ken.mellits@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6172 

Food Structure   
Dr T Foster Tim.foster@nottingham.ac.uk  Tel: 0115 951 6246 
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Prof S E Hill 
 

sandra.hill@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6145 

Dr B Wolf 
 

Bettina.wolf@nottingham.ac.uk  Tel: 0115 951 6134 

 

National Centre for Macromolecular Hydrodynamics 
Prof S E Harding 
 

steve.harding@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6148 

Dr D Scott 
 

david.scott@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6221 

Emeritus Professor   
Prof J R Mitchell john.mitchell@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6146 
   
Prof W M Waites William.waites@nottingham.ac.uk Tel: 0115 951 6161 
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THE SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE AND SCIENCE  
(Established 2005) 
 
Foundation Dean   ENGLAND, G C W 

 

Deputy Head of School  COBB, M A 

 

Executive Assistant to the Foundation Dean and Head of School HOLLAND, C J 
 

 
DIVISION OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

 
Head of Division:     COBB, M A 

 

Professors:      CHANG, K C 
HANNANT, D 

 

Special Professors:     DEAN, S P 

       JARROLL, E 
MORRIS, T H 

SAMPSON, J 
 

Readers:      CORR, S A 
LOUGHNA, P T 

       MOBASHERI, A 
 

Associate Professors:    BOWEN, I M 

       DUNHAM, S 

       FRANK, N 
       GARDNER, D S 
       JAMES, R A 

       KHAN, N, BSc 
       PULESTON, R 
 
Special Associate Professor:   FOSTER, A P 
 

Lecturers:      BELSHAW, Z 

BLUNT R 

ELSHEIKA, H 
FLYNN, R 
FOSTER, N 

       GOUGH, K C 
       HALLOWELL, G D 

KUCHIPUDI, S 
       MOSSOP, E H 

 
Special Lecturers:     CAUVIN, A 

       GRANT, D I 

       HONESS, P E 
       LAMBERT A M 

       LITTLEWOOD, J 

       O’ROURKE, D 

       SANDS, P 

       WOLFENSOHN, S 

 
University Teachers:    AMBLER, S  

GRIFFITHS, K 
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LEICESTER, L 
       NOVA CHAVEZ, R J  
       QUARMBY, C 

       SMITH, J 
       WOOD, E 
 
Senior EU Project Manager   PAPP, E 
 
 

DIVISION OF VETERINARY SURGERY 

 

Head of Division     HAMMOND, R 

 
Foundation Chair:     ENGLAND, G C W 

 

Special Professors:     ALLEN, W, R 
ANTCZAK, D 
HOGG, D 

MULLING, C 
NOAKES, D E 

       RENARD, J P 
       RIGGS, C 

       WHITE, R A S 

       WHITE, R N 

 

Associate Professors:    BROWER, A, I 
BROWN, P J 

DAVIES, M 

       EMES, R D 
       EWERS, R S 

FREEMAN, S L 

HAMMOND, R 

       LEA, R G 
       MONGAN, N 

TARGETT, M 

WHITE, K L 
VOIGT, J, P 
 

Lecturers:      ALLEGRUCCI, C 
       BURFORD, J 

       COBB, K 
KLISCH, K 
MITCHELL E  
MOSTYN A   
RAUCH, C 

       ROBINSON, R S 
       RUTLAND, C  
 
Special Lecturers:     BARRETT, E L 

CHERUBINI, G 

       CLARK, L 

       CLARK, M, I 

DOUGLAS, J 

       FEATHERSTONE, H 

       JONES, G 

       LHERMETTE, P 
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       RUSSO, M 

       SMITH, M R W 

 
University Teachers:    CAMBRIDGE N 

ROSHIER, A 
 
 
DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 

 

Head of Division     GREEN, M J 
 
Foundation Chairs:     BARROW, P A 
       GREEN, M J 

 

Professors:      HAIG, D M 
LEIGH, J A 

 
Special Professors:     BINNS, M 

BROWN, I 
DOUGAN, G 
GREEN, L E 

OGLIVIE-GRAHAM, T S  

SANDØE, P 

       WELLS, P W 
 
Readers:      BRADLEY, A J 

MCORIST, S 

 

Associate Professors:    COFFEY, T J 
DEAN, R 

HUXLEY, J N 

REDROBE, S P 

 

Special Associate Professor:   WALE, M  
FRCPath, R D 

 

Lecturers:      ATTERBURY, R J 
ASHER, L 
BREEN, J E 
BRENNAN, M L 

       DALY, J M 
       HOBSON-WEST, M A 
       HUDSON, C D 

JONES, M A 
KALER, J,  

       KENDALL, N R 
       KYDD, J H 
       TARLINTON R E 
       TÖTEMEYER S 
       WAPENAAR, W 

       YON, L K 
 
Special Lecturers:     BOARDMAN, S  

       DAGLEISH, M P 

       HOLLANDS, T 
       HUSBAND, J 
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ORPIN, P 

PIZZI, R 
 
 
DIVISION OF ACADEMIC SUPPORT AND ADMINISTRATION 

 
Director of Academic Support and Administration BRAITHWAITE, K 
 
Note: Bolded names denotes Veterinary surgeon 
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OLD KINGSTONIAN ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
OKA OFFICERS 2009/10 

 

President: D Wheatcroft 
  
Vice Presidents: Prof W Haresign, Dr D W Pickard, 

Mr S A Cramer, Prof G R Foxcroft, 
Dr G Banks, Mr P Bradfield, Dr R G 
Bardsley, Dr K Wonnacott 

  
Chair of the 
Committee: 

 
Dr K N Boorman 

  
Vice Chair of the 
Committee: 

 
Prof R Webb 

  
Secretary: Dr M R Luck 
  
Reunion Secretary: Mr M Wood 
  
Treasurer: Prof J Wiseman 
  
Auditor: Mrs B Simpson 
  
Committee: Head of School (Prof J Roberts) 

Warden of Bonington Hall (Dr I Hardy) 
SVMS Representative (Dr J Kydd) 
President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Auditor 
Student Guild Chair 
Student Guild Treasurer 
Student Guild Secretary 
SVMS Student Rep 
Reunion Secretary 
Student Editors of Agrimag 
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OKA COMMITTEE MEETING AND 83 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
COMMITTEE ROOM 11.OO AM, SATURDAY 21st NOVEMBER 2009 
 
Present: Neil Boorman (Chair), Martin Luck, Julian Wiseman, David Wheatcroft, 
Sue Golds, Ian Hardy, Sebastian D’Agar, Sarah Powdrill, Eleanor Sowerby, Alice 
Willett, Betty Simpson, Paul Meakin 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Received from Jessica Putnam, Karen Braithwaite, Una Lilley, Will Haresign, Julia 
Kydd, Bob Webb, Stan Cramer, Peter Bradfield, Anne Swan, Gerald Banks, Gary 
England, Mathew Street, Ian Gardner 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting, 15 November 2008 

Minutes of the last meeting were accepted and signed. 
 
3. Matters arising 

The meeting was interested to know if there was any further news on the use of 
the OKA Sports Hall, mentioned last year. The Hall is currently mothballed with 
no plans for active use, although Estates had promised to inform OKA if this 
situation changes. Sarah Powdrill suggested that it might be used to hold the 
Summer Ball, to avoid the expense of marquee hire, and further enquiries would 
be made about this possibility. 
 
4. Secretary’s report 

a) We mourned the passing this year of Professor Dick Whittington. A very 
large gathering attended his funeral at Wilford Crematorium on 17th 
February. Bob Webb gave a Tribute, the text of which appears in the 
current Agrimag.  
Peter Bradfield had written “I need to be careful that I do not earn a 

reputation for proposing memorials for former staff but I feel there is a 

wonderful case to mark what Dick Whittington did for SB and OKA in all 

the many years he was there. I would ask the committee to consider 

organising an appeal through the association and use the fund for student 

welfare or facilities rather than an educational award. Would you please 

put the proposition to the meeting on my behalf.” 

The Secretary reported that a bench is to be set in the arboretum, close to 
the tree (Black Gum, Nyssa sylvatica) which will be planted in Dick’s 
memory and where his ashes are to be scattered. The meeting discussed 
several possibilities to commemorate Dick in an active manner and 
Agreed to refer this matter to the SB Development Group. 

b) This year we also mourned the death of Anne Nowill in February. Julian 
Wiseman reminded the meeting that Anne had been a member of staff 
between 1940 and 1980 and had audited the OKA accounts for 28 years. 

c) Stan Cramer had written to say that he was interested in Dr. Edgar Ling, 
Dairy Science Lecturer, in the 1920s to 1950/60s. “In my studies of 

Loughborough Baptist Church his name frequently appears as a Deacon 

and Church Secretary and a bequest when he died in the 1980s which has 

been used for some useful building work in the church.” Sue Golds had 
directed Stan to the Agrimag appreciation of Dr Ling and added that 
he “was very active in the Student Christian Movement at SB from 1955-

1959 ending up as Vice President in 1959.” Neil Boorman recalled Edgar 
(“Ting”) Ling as a lecturer. 
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d) Julia Kydd had written to say “Further to the minutes of last year, I would 

also like to extend my thanks to the committee for agreeing to make the 

Vet School's post graduate students eligible for the Lamming Fund. This is 

particularly appropriate for me personally, as I knew Prof Lamming 

through my old boss Twink Allen (now a Special Professor in SVMS) and 

Eric and Jean's interest in horses. As many of you know, Eric and Twink 

collaborated scientifically for many years and were good friends. Eric 

hunted regularly with the Cottesmore foxhounds on his beloved chestnut 

mare Valetta. However, when she was too old to hunt any more, the plan 

was to breed a foal. Unfortunately, as is the way with many older mares, 

Valetta proved reluctant to conceive. I remember driving at top speed 

through narrow Leicestershire lanes on several weekends with a pot of 

extended horse semen tucked inside my pocket, ready to inseminate 

Valetta on the Lamming's farm. From memory, we were eventually 

successful and she produced at least one healthy foal. So Prof Lamming 

was linked with the veterinary world personally as well as professionally 

and I hope would have revelled in the new Vet School being located on SB 

campus. I'm just sorry he didn't see it happen.” 
e) Thanks were expressed to Sue Golds for her excellent running of the OKA 

office and for managing and compiling Agrimag.  
 
5. Treasurer’s report 

Julian Wiseman presented the OKA Accounts to the meeting, in advance of their 
appearance in Agrimag. He noted the importance of the Government’s Gift Aid 
Scheme for the matching of charitable donations; this had doubled the valued of 
a £7.5K donation from OKA to the Alumni Appeals Fund (specifically for SB 
projects). For the same reason, it was of the utmost importance that as many 
graduates as possible join the Association. As an incentive, students joining 
would get either the first year of membership free or £10 off the cost of an OKA 
reunion ticket. Membership currently costs £10/year. 
Julian thanked Betty Simpson for auditing the year’s accounts. 
 
6. Agrimag Co-ordinators report 

Julian Wiseman and Sue Golds reported that Agrimag was ready to be printed 
and would be distributed in the next two weeks. There had been considerable 
student input this year and a productive competition for the cover design had 
taken place. All current students and staff would receive a pdf version. Thanks 
were expressed to Sue Golds, Emma Hooley and Sheila Northover for assisting in 
the production of this year’s magazine. 
 
7. Campus and Hall Developments 

Ian Hardy reported that many recent leavers had returned for the current 
Reunion weekend and appreciated the opportunity for maintaining contact. He 
reported the following developments: 

a) The Climbing Wall and Music Room in the old squash courts were valuable 
assets and being well used. 

b) Modular staging had recently been purchased from the Warden’s Fund and 
was now available for SB events. 

c) SB Tech, previously a separate organisation from UP Tech, had been 
closed down by the Students’ Union for safety reasons. Its assets had 
been transferred to UP Tech and were being valued. An equivalent sum 
would be invested to provide a fixed disco facility in Harper’s Bar and the 
Guild would also get a small PA unit for small and medium events. Larger 
events would be serviced by UP Tech. Any remaining money (£4-6K) 
would be held as credit against payment for UP Tech services. 
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d) Bonington Hall now had 725 rooms, following the opening of Costock and 
Thrumpton Houses. Ian noted that the Hall had grown from 329 rooms in 
2003 and was now by far the largest campus hall (Newark Hall has 400 
rooms). There are 15 Resident Tutor Flats, providing the University’s 
desired Tutor:Resident ratio of 1:50, although some blocks had shared a 
tutor. 

e) Regarding the “Master Plan” for campus development, views were 
currently being sought about the facilities which would be desirable in a 
new Amenities Building. 

f) Ian and the Guild members present welcomed the appointment of Una 
Lilley as SB Students’ Union Development Officer. 

 
8. Appeals to Alumni 

The following report was provided by Ian Gardner: 
Within the University’s wider Annual Giving Programme, SB alumni once 

again generously supported the 2008-2009 appeal. Contacted from 

February onwards some 140 alumni donated and pledged some £18,500. 

The majority of this money is for unrestricted use with a few gifts to 

particular programmes such as scholarships. 

 

Applications for these funds are welcome from the campus community and 

will be reviewed by the SB Development Group in due course. The 

Development Office recommends that approaches are renewed in spring 

2010 and to this end we will discuss this and the content and focus of any 

approaches with SB’s management (Biosciences and Vet School) and OKA 

representatives shortly.  

 

Our thanks again to colleagues at SB and the OKA for your ongoing 

support and enthusiasm and of course to those alumni who continue to so 

generously support the Campus. 

 
9. Scholarships and awards 

The J D Ivins Memorial Travel Scholarship   
£500 had been awarded to Alasdair Gallie (Vet Med), to attend 
Symposium on Wildlife Utilisation, Pretoria, South Africa; Alastair is the 
International Vet Students Assn rep. 

 
The Kesteven WVS Travelling Scholarship  

£500 had been awarded to Ana Margarida Carvalho Da Silva (PhD, 
Food Sciences) to attend Pangborn Sensory Science Symposium, Florence, 
Italy. 

 
As in previous years, the sums awarded for these two scholarships included 
matched donations from OKA funds. 
 
The Lamming Postgraduate Travel Award  

£250 had been awarded to Claire Mann (VM&S), to attend a conference 
on Information & Communication Technologies in Corfu 
£250 had been awarded to to Lea Weisel (Plant Science) to attend a 
mycorrhiza conference in Brazil. 

 
10. Election of Vice Presidents 

The following nominations were accepted unanimously: 
Ron Bardsley (Prop. M Luck, Sec. J Wiseman) 
Karen Wonnacott (Prop. S Golds, Sec. I Hardy) 
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11. Election of Officers 

All the current officers were willing to stand for re-appointment and there were 
no other nominations. All current officers were therefore re-elected. 
 
12. AOB 

None 
 
13.  Date of next meeting 

Saturday, 20 November 2009 at 11.00 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 12.30 
 
Martin Luck 

Hon. Sec. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ALUMNI NEWS FROM EXCHANGE (SPRING 2010 EDITION) 

 
Sutton Bonington alumni have continued to help transform the campus with new 
facilities.  Donations from members of the Old Kingstonian Association and 
others, have been used to contribute towards the provision of historic 
photographs for a lecture block, percussion instruments and seating for the new 
sports centre foyer. 
 
An award of £25,000 from the Annual Fund was also made to the School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Science to invest in a Picture Archiving and 
Communication System to provide images of greater clinical complexity. 
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OLD KINGSTONIAN ASSOCIATION 
 

Statement of Account for the year ending 31 December 2009 

 
   

 EXPENDITURE (£)  INCOME (£) 
    

Gift Aid  100.00  Interest on investments 
     Lazard 469.92 
AGRIMAG Cover 20.00   Bank 1.02 
       
OKA Nov Reunion 449.71  Membership 4032.00 
       
JDI Scholarship 300.00  Donations 2100.00 
      
Rugby Training  100.00    
      
Dining In  700.00    
      
Stationery  26.62    
      
Postage  1458.29    
      
AGRIMAG  4343.55 7498.17   
      
Add surplus (-deficit)  -895.23   

    
 6602.94  6602.94 

 

 

  Balance sheet as at 31st December 2009 

 
     Liabilities (£)       Assets (£) 

       
Life membership capital 505.00 Cash at Bank  

    Current  3963.87 
    Reserve  1401.14 
       

     Accumulated Fund 7043.12  Investments at cost 1287.88 
     Add Surplus (-deficit) -895.23 6147.89     

       
  6652.89    6652.89 

 
 
 
 
Julian Wiseman 

July 2010 
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REUNION NEWS 

 

1945/48 GROUP REUNION – 10 OCTOBER 2010 

 
Twenty One of us met on Sunday 10 October and began with a reception in the 
Committee Room, hosted by Julian Wiseman, OKA Treasurer.  It had been 
decided to visit the Food Science Division to see some of the work in progress 
and specially included yoghurts and crisps (to determine ‘crispiness’).  Our party 
was met and guided in a most able way by Prof Andy Taylor, who had been a 
lecturer in Food Sciences for many years.  It was very much appreciated.  Lunch 
followed at the Yew Lodge Hotel, Kegworth, organised by Ann Pass, daughter of 
George and Sylvia Shepherd.  Elaine Ellis, our Chairman reported apologies and 
news afterwards.  The question of a successor to Elaine, who has contributed so 
much over the years, was floated.  There was a nil response!  We reached an 
agreement to continue for another year, led by Elaine and Ann. 
 
Apologies: 
Bob Tatam, Mike and Betty Trendell, Jan Albone, Muriel Hurt, Elizabeth Shaw 
 
Present: 
Laurie Bannister Roy Clarke Ann Pass 
Ray Carter Peter & Iris Coates Gay Pepper 
Angela Bates Joyce & David Eardley Keith & Janet Thompson 
Jack Clarke Bill & Elaine Ellis Eva Ehitehead 
Janet Clarke Val Jackson Geof Wilkinson 

 
Plus 3 family-members (drivers)  
 
Ray Carter 

 
 

DAIRY DIP REUNION 1953-55 

 
Bullock, Sally (nee Richards) (1955 Dairy Dip) writes: “I am retired and living 
in Cirencester, Gloucs and have 8 grandchildren!” 
 
In August 2009 Mary Roskams (Dairy Dip 1953-55) was in the UK from Perth, 
Australia.  On August 24th seven ex SBs spent the day together at Lance and 

Val Sanderson’s home in Mickfield, Suffolk.  Mary, myself, Laurie and Jen 

(nee Herbert) Blanchard were staying with Lance and Val and Evelyn Cooper 

(nee Fearby) and her sister Jean from Essex came over for the day.  Evelyn 
was over on holiday from New Zealand.  Despite the need of spare parts and 
constant maintenance needs, we thought we were all doing well and enjoying life 
to the full, busy with many activities.  Much talk down memory lane – Mary 
especially has fantastic recall of those times.  The Blanchards are still living at 
East Halton, near Grimsby.  Mary, Val, Jen, Evelyn and myself were all Dairy Dips 
1953-55.  Laurie Blanchard was Agric and Lance Sanderson was Hortic and 
Chairman of the Students Union.  Jean (nee Fearby) was doing nursing 
elsewhere and visited Evelyn her sister so we go to know her.” 
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1957-61 REUNION – HUGH NOTT CELEBRATES HIS BIRTHDAY 

 

Saturday 30th January 2010 saw a gathering of around 50 people at the Olde 
Barn Inn, Tealby, Market Rasen, Lincs to help Dr Hugh Nott (1958-61) celebrate 
his 70th birthday.  Hugh’s wife Penny had asked Robin Shannon (1957-59 Dairy 
Dip) to propose the toast to Hugh.  Also present were Hugh’s old roommate 
Gerry Lane and his wife Nita and another contemporary Jon Aspinwall and his 
wife Jenny.  Completing the table of Sutton B’ites was Jan Shannon (nee Turnbull 
1957-59 Dairy Dip). 
 
Many happy memories came up over a very nice luncheon and Hugh and Robin 
spent some time on the 1958/59 rugby team.  As we remembered it this was: 
 
Front Row:  Hugh Nott, Bill Radley, Dick Pollard 
Second Row: Alan Morris, Norman Overfield 
Back Row:  Ronnie Leng, Robin Shanno, George Sibbick 
Half Backs:  Tudor Owen, David Robinson 
Backs:  ??, Eric Bowles, Bob Willey, ?? 
Full Back:  Alan Shipston 
 
Our apologies for our memory failure on the missing wings perhaps someone can 
provide the missing names and any necessary corrections?  Has anyone got a 
team photo?  If so a copy by e-mail would be much appreciated: 
(hughnott@tiscali.co.uk and/or r.j.shannon@talktalk.net).  Perhaps improved by 
time but our recollection was of a very successful season. 
 
Recounting Hugh’s career Robin said that having graduated from SB Hugh 
decided to continue his studies whilst at the same time widening his experience 
of life.  However he ended up in deepest Texas miles from anywhere where an 
important rule was no girls on campus!  This allowed him to concentrate on his 
Masters in Animal Nutrition which was followed by a PhD in Poultry Nutrition at 
Reading and a post doctorate diploma in Maryland on the use of computers in 
animal fed formulation.  Hugh met Penny in Reading and they were married in 
1966.  They have two daughters and three grandchildren.  Hugh spent his career 
at the Nickerson Group in Lincolnshire firstly as Nutritionist and then Agricultural 
Director of Cherry Valley Farms for the premier breeder and producer of ducks in 
the UK and with major interests in the USA and China.  He retired in 1999.   
 
Robin and Jan Shannon also live in Tealby; Robin, having been a colleague of 
Hugh’s in the Nickerson Group where he was Managing Director of the Cotswold 
Pig Development Company, he also retired in 1999.  
 
Contacts:  Gerry Lane: gerrynita@fsmail.net  Jon Aspinwall: jjaspinwall@aol.com 
 
Also see photos 8b from Hugh Nott – showing Bill Radley, Robin Shannon, 
possibly Norman Overfield, Hugh Nott, Alan Morris and ?? and ??.  Hugh 
confirmed to Julian that they won 
 
 
 
MORE ASSOCIATED CORRESPONDENCE – 1957 RUGBY & HOCKEY TEAMS 

 

Shannon, Robin (1959) emailed Julian:  “Further to our recent correspondence 
attached are photos of the 1957-58 1st XV and the Ladies Hockey 1st team of the 
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same year.  These were found recently by Janet Dennis (nee Oxby) who is on 
the hockey photo and with whom we are in contact as she lives in Louth, Lincs. 
 
1957-58 Rugby Team 
Back row left to Right 
?   Dick Pollard, Bob Willey, “George” (Robin) Sibbick, ? , ? , 
Middle Row L to R 
Tudor Owen, Robin Shannon, Alan Shipston, Jim Bryant, Alan Morris, Bill Radley, 
Ronnie Leng. 
Front 
?     ? 
 
1957-58 Ladies Hockey 
Sorry, no names except: 
Back Row 
Second left Gill Mowat (nee Garside) 
Front Row 
Middle Janette Shannon (nee Turnbull) end right Janet Dennis (nee Oxby) 
 
Perhaps these will be of interest and with apologies to those where memory fails 
us.   
 
Editor: See photograph section -  Any ideas who the ? are?   

Email Julian.Wiseman@notingham.ac.uk 

 

 
 
'GET TOGETHER' OF A FEW 1957 SUTTON B GRADUATES - 21 JUNE 2010 
  
Julian, thank you for the guided tour you gave us during the afternoon of  
Monday 21 June 10.  Please find below notes as requested and photo (see photo 

section), taken by yourself at SB. 
  
We were, from left to right in the photo, as follows, :- 
    
Brian Jacklin 1955, after six years in Nigeria at a joint mission rural training 
centre teaching science to rural science teachers followed by 32 years full time 
and 5 years part time teaching various animal and plant sciences at Kesteven 
Farm Institute and its successors 'Lincs. College of Agric and Hortic'., Lincoln 
University.  Did an M.Sc (1975) on straw feeding of ruminants. 
  
Then in couples:- 
  
Ernest (1957) and Dorothy Bathurst.  Ernie enjoyed a career in Agric FE, 
finally as Principal at Broomfield College, Derbyshire.  Now in life stage 3' Elder 
and Treasurer at Emmanuel Church Sidmouth, Devon.  Dorothy is a State 
Registered Nurse, continuing staff nursing and voluntary youth work until 
motherhood. 
  
Brian (1957) and Pat (Grant, 1959) Heap in Cambridge since 1960, Brian 
was Director of the Institute of Animal Physiology and Genetics, Vice-President 
and Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society, Master of St Edmund's College, 
Cambridge, knighted 2001.  Pat was producer of Christian magazine programme 
at BBC Radio Cambridgeshire (16 years), ordained Minister of Mill Road Baptist 
Church in Cambridge. 
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David (1957) and Jean Newell.  David joined ADAS and became Divisional 
Head of ADAS at Gloucester.  After retirement he was ordained in the Anglican 
Church and is now Associate Priest at Painswick in the Cotswolds.  Jean trained 
as a State Registered Nurse and practised in several areas of the country 
dependent on David’s career moves. 
  
Stan (1957) and Hilary Cramer.  After five years at the School of Agriculture, 
Samaru, North Nigeria, Stan came back to Sutton Bonington to the Cameron 
Gifford Library.  Hilary was a Social Worker for Leicestershire Social Services for 
20 years".. 
  
On extreme right, Dorothy Jacklin (nee Finnigan) did English and Biblical 
Studies (1957) teaching English in voluntary capacity in Nigeria and then English 
and R.E. at the Girls Grammar School in Grantham. 
  
We all met at Stan and Hilary's home, had lunch together, visited their church in 
Loughborough, enjoying a few moments of praise and prayer to God for the 
fellowship we enjoyed at Sutton B and ever since, concluding the day with a 
guided tour of the Sutton B of today ably led by Julian." 
  
Ernie Bathurst.. 
 
 
 
1975 SB YEAR OF 75 & FRIENDS REUNION 

 
This was our 5th reunion 35 years after graduating and another excellent turnout 
as shown in the group photo.  In addition to those in the photo taken by Norman 
Gault; Kev Stickney, Mick and Caroline Varley, Graham (Jack) Gordon and Bill & 
Diana Longthorpe also joined us.  We heard from Steve & Wendy Marx,  Lesley 
Penniket, John Kane. Steve Ford, Jenny Compton, Henry Wainright & Paul 
Armitage who could not make it on this occasion. 
 
We met at SB for a short talk and tour of the site let by Professor Julian 
Wiseman.  It was a mixture of nostalgia visiting some of the old building 
including the hostels and being very impressed visiting the new Vet school 
buildings.  It was great to see (Prof) Bob Webb well remembered by many of us 
as a fellow rugby player at SB. 
 
We stayed at the White House in Kegworth and had a most enjoyable dinner, 
followed by a nostalgic show of old photographs after the meal which is always 
great fun.  We continued with a great evening at the hotel which extended to the 
very early hours for some!   
 
We plan to meet again in 2015. if you would like to join us please get in touch 
with either Kath Williams ( kathleen.williams@nhs.net ) or Glyn Jones ( 
gj@2gsc.net ) 
 

News from those unable to attend: 
 
Steve and Wendy (Booth) Marx (1975)  Wendy and I are very sorry but we 
now cannot make the reunion and I know you will have both put a lot of effort 
into organising this event.  Please say hello to everyone for us and we hope to 
see people in another 5 years.  Just for background, we are both members of 
OKA and do support the Nottingham University alumni fund.  I have now retired 
early at 57 but still dabble with some consultancy work in the food industry as 
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well as being the chairman of PGRO which you may know of Julian; it is a 
charitable research centre covering pulses and vining crops near Stamford.  
Wendy still lectures part time in biochemistry and our children are growing up.  
Anna works as an editor for a London publisher after studying English at Trinity 
College, Cambs and Jonathan is in his final year also studying English at Sheffield 
Uni.  I only hope he can get a job when he graduates! 
 
Anyway have a great time and should our circumstances change then I will be in 
touch to see if we can still join you. 
 
See photograph and list of attendees in Photo section. 

 
 
 
SILVER JUBILEE REUNION – CALLING 1986 PLUS 1985 AND 1987 

Anyone interested in a 1986 Reunion next April 2011 to mark 25 years since 
leaving SB?  Nick Dann (1986) and Paul Tucker(1986) have already been making 
enquiries.  If anyone is interested can you please email: 
NICHOLAS DANN [nicholasdann@btinternet.com] 

 
 
 
30 YEARS ON….. 
Barry Hatfield (1982) was wondering if anyone was organising a 30 year 
Reunion in 2012.  Please contact Julian if you are interested in organising one. 
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NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS 
 

1940-49 

Battersby, George W (1948) writes: “At this time every year with the arrival of 
Agrimag I feel a sense of guilt for not having written any particular news which 
may be of interest to anyone who was at SB around 1946-48.  Those who were 
there at this time may be interested to know that two characters, Bill Cragg and 
myself, Bill Battersby are both still alive and some years into retirement.  Both 
farmed actively until the nineties but have since retired.  Anyway there is my bit 
of news and I am now conscience free!  There were one or two other characters 
who I have never heard of since 1948 namely Ray Watson, Eric Hall, Tom 

Johnson (ex submariner) and Bill Haines.  Any news of their whereabouts?” 
 
Clark, Jack (1942) wrote to us from Molly’s Cottage, Condicote, Cheltenham: 
“Another year goes by, all too quickly.  The changes in agriculture since my first 
year are immense.  Take drilling the cereals; as the “boss” broadcast the oats 
from a skip I harrowed behind with Flower and Daisy, the Clydes.  The field was 
probably six acres, six acres in the rolling hills of south Westmorland.  Twelve 
years later as a foreman on a thousand acres in Lincolnshire I reported to the 
owner we had drilled thinly six acres that day.  Yesterday my son told me that a 
farming friend had drilled two hundred and forty acres, this in the Cotswolds!!  
Where we now live in happy retirement.  My son and I are still moving a tractor 
or two mainly for restoration, this hobby is still popular as old tractors are sought 
after; but getting difficult to find.  We had a grand day at our last reunion with 
the excellent help of Prof Wiseman and the OKA organiser Elaine Elliott.  I look 
forward to meeting old friends (yes, darn it, we are old) at our next reunion on 
October 10th.  Contact with old students is getting more difficult as “time takes 
its toll.”  Conversation again with Margaret Vincent (nee Bacon) also with 
Bob (Jack) Pope – still going strong in our native Lincolnshire.  Unfortunately I 
have not been able to raise Ken Deardon.  I do trust that term is not applicable!  
All students welcome at our lovely cottage in the Cotswolds.” 
 
Edwards, Alan (1945)  Alan’s daughter, who lives in Vancouver, emailed Julian: 
“Dad is now living in Comox, British Columbia, Canada and has recently moved 
into a retirement home.  Dad’s health has not been the best this last year but he 
still appreciates his Agrimag.  I am sure he would be happy to hear from any 
other alumni who may be in the area.”  On further investigation we found, in 
Agrimag 1945 a lovely photograph of Alan with the M A C Dance Band – see 
photos  
 

 

 

1950-59 

 

Dullforce, Winnie (1955 Staff)  Sandy Warley (1953) emailed to say that he 
had had a nice chat with Winnie on the phone.  Winnie, who reads the Telegraph 
daily, watches TV and follows the Rugby, says she is well cared for at “The 
Willows” in Shepshed. 
 

Hinkley, John Charles (1956) has moved to Forfar, Angus and writes: “Retired 
21 years ago.  Recently moved into a retirement apartment.  In regular contact 
with Ross Workman and John Getty (both Northern Ireland and Dairy Dips 
1956 & 1957.” 
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Morrell, Margaret (nee Camm) (1951) is a retired Farmer and Chairman of J 
Camm Farms.  “I value my continued friendships with my SB colleagues, Alison 

Kirby (nee Helliwell), Ken Cooke, Tom Porter and Alan Child.” 

 
Spencer, Peter (1953) wrote: “I was sorry to see the SB Rugby XV as Notts 
University 5th Team.  I suppose it had to be done.  We beat the University Team 
in 1953 – that was great!  Congratulations to SB being next to the top.”  (See 

also Bramley Apple article.) 

 
Torrance, Duncan (1953) wrote to us about his move to a new house in 
Berwick:  “Why leave Canty’s Brig?  It’s a great spot, but cold, wet and 
expensive – 0il costs £250 to £300 a month.  My bedroom is so damp and cold 
that I now have to run an electric fire all night to control the congestion in my 
lungs.  This winter the electricity bill has gone up from £45 to £170 a month.  I 
hope it’s not all gone in my bedroom!  One is also dependant on being able to 
continue driving.  A condition of the driving license is to read a number plate at 
25 yards.  I can now just manage 26 .  So I’ve bought a lovely little cottage in 
the old part of Berwick.  Two hundred years ago it was two, two storey 
fishermen’s cottages.  It’s now all one dwelling, and on one floor, but this means 
that some of the floors are four or five feet above ground.  Under the carpets, 
my surveyor tells me that the floors are solid stone, so presumably we stand, or 
sit, on a good depth of stone infilling.  The walls are about twenty inches thick.  
So its got twenty inch wide windowsills, like the ones we had at Waltham.  All the 
windows are double glazed.  It has got a new roof and damp proofing.  
Modernised to commercial standards twenty years ago, it had a further quality 
uplift 5 years ago.  It has a living room, dining kitchen, bathroom and two 
bedrooms and a five year old condensing combination gas boiler that serves the 
new central heating and hot water.  The predicted monthly bill for gas and 
electricity is £45.  Outside it has parking for two cars, a nice little garden and a 
sun lounge.  Described as a ‘sun trap’, it doesn’t get the sun until the afternoon!  
The garden is surrounded by walls and quite private.  It lies on a quiet one way 
road, three minutes from the station and twelve minutes from the centre of 
Berwick, with its lovely little theatre, “The Maltings”.  I look forward to many 
years in happy surroundings appropriate to my declining capabilities.  I felt it 
was very sad when I was young that my capacity for sin was greater than my 
income.  Now, with only limited capacity for sin, I will enjoy security and comfort 
instead. 
 
 
 

1960-69 

 

Burton, John A (1966) has moved to Patrington, near Hull. 
 
Draper, Stefan A (1964 & 67) who is retired, wrote to us with a new address in 
Barrow-on-Soar, near Loughborough.  “I am still running the Footwarmers 
Jazzband at the “Bell Inn” Market Square, Nottingham 12.45pm-3.15pm every 
Sunday.  Free entry – all welcome!  This is an interest that flourished through 
undergrad and postgrad days at SB.  The band we then formed 1961-67 included 
members such as Chris Marshall (Clarinet) and Howard Gage (Banjo) to name 
but two.  Happy Memories of gigs at various functions in Refectory Hall and JCR.” 
 
Fulford-Jones, Cathy (1965)  emailed Julian “Having lived in Billericay for 38 
years, and in my present house for 31 years, I felt it was time for a change!  It is 
now nearly 6 years since my husband Peter died, and 3 years since his father 
passed away, so the accumulated books and memorabilia have taken a lot of 
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time to sort through – not to mention the mass of toys, paintings, note books etc 
from my two sons Will and Tom when they were young.  I am not going very far 
– to the outskirts of Chelmsford, about 8 miles away.  I have become involved 
with the Education Team helping with school workshops at the Cathedral, also 
with the Arts Group which has encouraged me to get my paints out again!  I also 
sing with the Voluntary Choir there, which sings when the boys’ choir is on 
holiday.  I retired from teaching the violin in schools 2 years ago.  Yes, I know 
it’s a bit of a leap from food science – but it fitted in well with family life and I 
had a great time.  I do enjoy gardening so it’s a bit disappointing that my new 
house has a landscaped paved garden – I hope I can incorporate a veg patch 
among the concrete somewhere!! At least there will be no grass to cut.” 
 
Pickup, Jan (nee Thompson) (1969) has moved from Newport, Gwent to 
Magor, Monmouthshire.  Jan lists her occupation as: “Gardener, builder, wood-
chopper, carer for 92 year old father and 2 year old grand-daughter – otherwise 
known as housewife!  My husband (an ecological consultant) and I have been 
renovating the farm for the last 6 years whilst also doing a barn-conversion next 
door.  The latter belongs to our children and is currently inhabited by my father.  
Life is hectic.” 
 
Steel, John (1964) has recently joined OKA.  John lives in Castlecrag, New 
South Wales.  “I visited SB in August with my brother Brian and had a very 
enjoyable lunch at the pub in West Leake with Phil Garnsworthy who very kindly 
showed us over the Dairy Research Unit and explained the operation.  Very 
impressive, as indeed is the rest of the campus which still contains a few 
reminders of our time there.  I had hoped to catch up with Julian whilst there 
and sort out membership of OKA but he was not available that particular day.  I 
am happy for you to give Geoff Hancock (1964) my email address – it would be 
good to re-establish contact after 45 years!” 
 

 

 

1970-79 

 

Barber. Richard (1971) has left East Sussex for Christchurch, New Zealand. 
 
Barratt, David and Eileen (nee Locke) (1971 & 73) wrote: “David still 
managing Nugent Farms Ltd although we have sold our racehorse training 
operation to The Jockey Club and we are now farmers only.  Eileen is a busy 
granny!  Incidentally she did her PhD with Peter Buttery at SB – Perfusion of 
Chicken Livers.” 
 
Cloke, Jennifer (1976) is now living on a farm in East Sussex farming sheep. 
 
Hinchcliffe, David (1976) is now living in Porthtowan, Cornwall.  We had lost 
touch with him, but Jennifer Cloke (1976) kindly sent us David’s address after 
attending his daughter’s wedding. 
 
Fitzpatrick, Stephen (1970) has just supplied us with a new address in 
Aylesbury. 
 
Kay, Roger (1971) wrote to us as he was trying to contact “an old buddy” Rob 

Garnett.  “I had ‘early retirement’ (aka redundancy) from ADAS some 11 
months early from first opportunity and grasped with open hands – now have 
time for garden, allotment, playing squash, racketball, road-running and 
umpiring hockey as well as being Secretary/member of all these associated clubs 
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so have plenty to do!  Fond memories of SB and the squash courts where 41 
years ago I got my first introduction to the game – Bruce Murdoch (any contact 
details?) and Rob G being my teachers.  Have kept contact with Marion (nee 

Earthy) but she is the only one of the crew I have – alas and time runneth out 
faster than we think!  Also would be good to re-contact Nigel/Susie Hester and 
Ollie/Lizzy (nee Kirkwood) Lucas.  (Can anyone help?  They are not 

members of OKA.) 

 
Nicholson, Martin and Claire (1976) have moved from Daventry to 
Kidderminster. 
 
Pearson, Drusilla (1972) writes: “It was with great sadness that I read of the 
passing of Prof Dick Whittington in Agrimag.  Dick Whittington had a great 
influence on my life and career.  As a student at SB studying plant science I was 
inspired so much by his lectures and field trips on plant breeding and genetics 
that I have followed a career in plant breeding.  Thanks to a reference from him I 
stated working after graduating at the University of Cambridge for a bean 
breeding program.  After 2 years of that, again thanks to words of 
encouragement from him and a reference, I was accepted to do a MSc in wheat 
breeding at the University of W Australia.  This has led to cereal breeding 
positions at the University of Alberta, Edmonton, in Canada and my present one 
at the Canadian federal government Agriculture Canada research station in 
Lethbridge S. Alberta.  His personal conduct with both staff and students as 
outlined by Bob Webb in his eulogy was one of the reasons why generations of 
students (including me!) have been inspired and have wonderful memories of life 
at SB.  I should be grateful if you could pass on my email and condolences to 
Dick’s family.” 
 

Porter, Bill (1970)  Our thanks to Bill (and Bill’s father) for sending to Julian 
some of Bill’s grandfather’s Kingston College notebooks and text books.  Bernard 
was here in 1904 studying to become a Dairy Manager. 
 
The Porter Family – an update 

(Following the entry in AGRIMAG 2009 p124/125), Julian received the following 

from Bill Porter -  Food Science 1970) 

 

I was more than a little surprised to see myself featured in Agrimag 2009, until I 
read further to find that my Dad (John Porter MBE) was the source of the leak.  
He holds such matters in high regard but also has a close connection with SB.  
Like many of his generation his studies were rudely interrupted in 1939 and he 
found himself back working with his father at Bridge Farm, Tattershall where 
John lives and works to this day.  Bernard's elder brother Leslie was supposedly 
the farmer but was diagnosed with a "weak heart" and so Bernard was 
summoned back to take over.  Needless to say Leslie batted on into his 90s 
outliving Bernard by a decade or two.  At the war's end he not only had a slipped 
disc from carrying heavy bags of potatoes but was also a home guard first 
lieutenant in charge of 120 men ready to defend Tattershall Bridge.  But he 
never got back to complete his Certificate of Agriculture from the Midland 
Agricultural College, ie SB.  Is there scope for an honorary certificate?  Turning 
88 in 2010, he may be reluctant to resume full-time study. 
 
(We did make enquires to the University ‘Centre’; however it seems there is no 

provision for awards such as these.  We thought that inviting John back to SB the 

next time Bill was in the UK would be a suitable event and they had planned a 

visit on 20th July; unfortunately they had to cancel .) 
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He asked me recently if I would like to look after his own father's study notes on 
cheese production, on which point I prevaricated, as my wife and I are 
attempting to reduce the volume of paraphernalia clogging the house and 
garage.  At this point it should come as no surprise to learn that his father 
Bernard Porter had attended what was then Kingston Dairy College, an even 
earlier precursor to SB.  If there is an archive officer at SB, could you ask 
him/her whether some 1900's cheese production notes would be of interest? 
 
(Notebooks duly turned up! His diary was for 1904) 

 

Ironically I was unaware of this family history when I applied to study food 
science at Nottingham. 
 
Finally, the Porter family will now stake a claim as the only family to have had 
three successive generations studying at SB.  That will certainly flush other 
claimants out of the woodwork.  I should add that the Porters have no chance of 
going for a fourth generation (unless one of them has a mid-life crisis, emigrates 
to the UK and picks up a course at SB), which consists of a customs broker, an 
advertising executive, a finance something or other in a Zurich bank, and young 
Dave about to finish an honours degree in advanced science at Sydney 
University.  
 
Bill Porter 

 
How many other claimants are there who can equal the three 

generations of Porters at SB?  If there are, then please let me know and 

I will ask for a couple of paragraphs. 

 

There are certainly several families who can claim two.  I know, as there 

are quite a few more recent SB students whose parents I either taught 

or were contemporaries of mine during my PhD… 

 

So, we could at least initiate a ‘Generation Game’ with TWO generations 

at SB.  Would be great to have a couple of paragraphs from each. 

 

Julian Wiseman 

 
Wanless, James Bowman (1971) is living in West Bridgford, Nottingham and 
works as a Finance Director for Kingdom Bank.  “I joined Kingdom Bank at the 
beginning of 2009.  We are a Christian bank that lends to churches for 
expansion.  At a time where I was considering retirement I was contacted to take 
the position to use my experience and qualifications to help Christianity in the 
UK.” 
 
Weir, Morris (1973) has moved to Portrush, Co Antrim and writes: “I am 
working for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Northern 
Ireland as a Customer Service Project Manager.  Rebuilt a holiday home 
overlooking the North Antrim in Portrush – first step towards retirement.  If in 
the “Port” call in for a drink and a yarn or two about our very enjoyable years in 
SB.” 
 

 

1980-89 

 

Barratt, Anne (1989) who is now living on a farm in Derbyshire writes; “I work 
part-time at Cranberry Foods Limited in the Planning Department.  We are the 
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UK’s second biggest turkey producer.  I got married last year and am now Anne 
Spalton.  My husband Roger is an arable farmer and we have a son William who 
will be three next March.  I still keep in touch with Gina Aldis (nee Weston), 

Sam Bell and Nicky Shales.” 
 

Bean, Sue (1985) is living in Macclesfield and teaches at Withington Girls 
School, Manchester.  In her capacity of Head of Science she has sent several of 
her Sixth Form girls to SB and they all report back how much they enjoyed their 
time there. 
 
Dann, Nick (1986) writes:  Having left SB I became a pilot, first with the Army, 
then with a couple of airlines before starting my pre ent occupation as an 
investigator of air accidents for the Government.  Not a lot to do with my original 
degree in Agricultural Science I admit, but it does mean I can write cracking 
reports on the type of field the aircraft crashed in!!” 
 

Harvey, Mike (1986) who lives in New Zealand with his wife Lorna, has 
reinstated his subscription to OKA.  “I have been based in Wellington for 23 
years working at the Meteorological Service and then at the National Institute of 
Water and Atmospheric Research leading the research programme in 
atmospheric composition and drivers of global change.  Agricultural non-CO2 
greenhouse gas emissions account for roughly half of New Zealand’s 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions.  There is now an increasing focus on 
research to mitigate these non-CO2 emissions.  The NZ research effort focuses 
on ruminant methane from farmed livestock, nitrous oxide emissions from 
grazed pasture and soil carbon.  The biogenic nature of these emissions presents 
quite different challenges to industrial and transport CO2.” 
 

Hone, Biddy (Maley) (1980) who lives in New Zealand, recently sent us some 
news of Trish Lewis (1982).  “Global animal nutrition company Altech will be 
sponsoring renowned dairy nutritionist and avid sailor Trish Lewis in the Fitzroy 
Yatchs Solo Trans-Tasman Challenge to be held in April (2010).  Trish who sails a 
25-foot Reactor yacht, Wishbone, will start the race on April 4th and sail the 1283 
nautical miles to Mooloolaba, Queensland.  Wishbone is the smallest boat in the 
race and Trish, one of only two women taking part, will spend up to 20 days at 
sea alone.  Trish is a consultant nutritionist specialising in the dairy and silage 
industries and is according to Matthew Smith, General Manager of Alltech, an 
inspirational figure.   
For more information visit Trish’s website:  www.trishlewis.com 
 
Kelley, John (1987) has moved to Bromham, Bedford where he works as the 
Chief Operating Officer with Agricultural Industries Confederation (AIC).  “Have 
surprisingly stayed in the Food and Agriculture sector having worked for a 
retailer, consultancy, etc plus current role.  Married with two daughters!!  Still 
see some fellow graduates.  Also still fit in time to do sports.” 
 
Ling, Chris (1988) has established contact with us again.  Chris now lives in 
Wheathamstead, Herts.  “I am working as a food buyer for Compass Group, the 
largest food service company in the UK and the world, so my Agri/Food Sciences 
degree has some passing application to my job!  I have a wife, Janet and two 
children, Hope 8 and George 6.” 
 
Ranby-Gorwood, Charles (1986) writes: “Thank you for the latest Agrimag 
which always reminds me of my time at SB and it is very pleasing to see so 
many students continuing to develop their careers in the food industry.  We have 
moved to an arable farm that has belonged to my wife’s parents for over 40 
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years.  They have been the neighbours of John and Sheila Lamming, the son and 
daughter-in-law of Jack Lamming, brother of Prof Eric Lamming who farmed at 
Grange Farm, Middle Rasen.  My wife’s parents were aware that livestock trials 
had been carried out by Prof Lamming, at Grange Farm.  Presumably Prof 
Lamming used information gained from Grange Farm during my time at SB in 
1983-86.  The farm continued to be run as a dairy farm until early 2007, when 
John and Sheila Lamming chose to retire from farming, and kindly sold me the 
farm.   
 
It has been a real pleasure to obtain a part of my training history, from a family 
that has been synonymous with livestock developments.  At present there are no 
livestock there, but I do hope to improve and increase the buildings, to enable a 
larger system.  This was an issue for John Lamming in recent years, due to the 
dairy decline.  The farm has been developed for livestock and it would be a real 
pleasure to continue this. 
 
Although I retain my farming interest, my main work is as an insolvency 
practitioner and business recovery advisor.  As my firm is based in Grimsby and 
Lincoln, inevitably significant time is spent with the food processing and related 
industries, and I get involved with some challenging agricultural problems.  This 
career stemmed from developing my interest in insolvency and business 
recovery during my accountancy training. 
 
My wife, Rachel, and I have a twelve year old daughter, Arabella, and with sport 
being such an important part of her life, it is good to see how SB has continued 
to develop the many activities.  My surname change, to include Ranby, when I 
married Rachel, shows how even the more traditional of us can be modernised.” 
 
Sweet, Andrew (aka Swede) and Ruth (nee Withers) (1988), who have a 
son Edward aged 6, have moved to Bosham Hoe, near Chichester. 
 
Van den Brink, Rebecca (nee Hall) (1988) contacted us and rejoined OKA:  
“My husband’s work took us to Canada and I have lost touch with a couple of 
friends from my University days and longingly want to renew acquaintances if 
possible.” 
 
 

 

1990-99 

 

Beswick, Diane (1995)  emailed us:  “I joined Edward Billington & Son Ltd as 
Graduate Trainee in 1995 and 15 years later I am Site Manager of the Carrs 
Billington Feed Mill in Stone, Staffs.  I attended the last Old Kingstonian Open 
Day and was very impressed with the new set up.” 
 

Blackman, Carla (1996) heard through Christine Turner (now Pederson) 
that she was lost.  “I got married on the 1st May this year to Ruben Gonzalez so 
am now Carla Gonzalez.  Also we have a new addition to the family – Joshua who 
was born on 12th June 2010.  I live in Harrogate and work at Bettys and Taylors 
of Harrogate.” 
Bullen, Mike (1997) emailed Julian: “Still working for the European 
Commission, now responsible for agriculture and rural development at the 
Delegation in Ankara.  Best regards from an already wintery Ankara” 
www.facebook.com/michael.bullen 
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Dugan, Kelly (1998) & Marcus Mitchell (Staff 2009) Congratulations to Marcus 
and Kelly who tied the knot in May.  Kelly who has been working in Devon for a 
while now, was joined by Marcus earlier in the year.  The couple are living in 
Crediton. 
 
Flattery, Rebecca, (nee Pitt) (1990) has stayed near Nantwich, but moved to 
Newhall.  “I am a part-time visiting lecturer at Harper Adams University College 
and full time mum!” 
 
Froste, Joanna (nee Gigg) (1993) has moved to Comberton, Cambridge. 
 
Gratton, Elizabeth (1998) sent us her new address in Portishead, Bristol. 
 
Johnson, Lindsey (1993) has moved to Northhampton. 
 
Kane, Matthew (1993) has moved to Sissach, Switzerland and works as a 
Deputy CEO at LKC Switzerland Ltd.  “I moved to the Basel region in August 
2007 working in the registration and regulation of agrochemicals, plant 
protection products, veterinary medicines and biocides in Europe.  Renewed 
contact with Chantel Cornelius and still in contact with many that attended last 
years (2008) reunion at SB.” 
 
King, Adam (1994) emails; “I am living in New Inn near Pontypool with my wife 
Debbie and son Jack who was born in April 2008.  I am still working for Milking 
Solutions (UK) Ltd in Monmouth, supplying worldwide Gascoigne Melotte (GM) & 
Milking Solutions (MS) Dealers with spare parts.  We now export to over 25 
countries.” 
 
Langen-Pieters, Petra (nee Langen) (1996) sent us her new address in 
Addlestone in Surrey. “Still a Chiropractor, for people and animals.  Now at our 
new house I have my own clinic in the garage conversion.” 
 
Lock, Adam & Jayne (1997 & 2001) sent their news: “Where did 2009 go?  For 
us it went mostly in BIG decision-making… and then planning for Adam’s new 
faculty position at MSU and another (!) move, from Vermont to Michigan.  The 
big relocation happened at the end of August after finally selling our home in 
Burlington.  Of course before all of this was a BIG milestone for Jack – our little 
guy turned one in June and a great celebration was had, with the Grandparents 
making a trip over from the UK.  We squeezed in a visit from friends, the 
Robinsons, before packing up the house, saying our (tearful) farewells and 
embarking on a 3 day road trip to our new home in the Midwest.  In November 
we’re back in the UK where Jack finally got to visit the family farm in Devon.  
Next we became Godparents to Amanda & Bob Robinson’s son, Torran before 
reaching Durham for mores visits with family and friends.  We’re currently 
renting a house in Mason, but hope to move into our new house in Okemos a day 
or two before Christmas…. IF the builders finish in time!” 
 

Markie, Rowan (1996) who is Commercial manager in fresh produce, writes to 
Julian: “I was back in the UK for Christmas and popped into the SB campus as 
my husband’s horse is now residing there – she looked as happy as I was during 
my 4 years, dare I say it 14 years ago now!  The visit prompted me to update 
my news for Agrimag.  After 5 years of working in the import of fresh produce in 
Valencia, Spain, 2010 is the beginning of another chapter living in Stellenbosch 
in the Western Cape of South Africa.  In July 2009 I was married to another 
fellow agric from Wye College, Scot Dowle, who I met whilst working as a buyer 
at Sainsbury’s in 2002.  We were very fortunate, as life time friends from SB, 
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Alison Mead, Kate Symonds, Heather France, Tom Jervis, Charlie 

Thomas, Marc Haighton, Alison Hicklin, George Wingfield-Hayes, Suzy 

Fogg, Jonny Griffin, Becky Wynniatt Husey and Rick Stathers were all able 
to join us in Italy for the celebration.   
 
McWilliam, Simon (1991) has moved from London to Somersham, Cambridge. 
 

Phillip, Mark (1991) has moved to Lutterworth near Leicester. 
 
Roberts, Cath (1992) was ‘lost’ but we now have her new address in 
Wokingham thanks to fellow OKA member Mark Dryden. 
 
Tregaskes, Catherine (nee Drakley) (1995 & 2002)  Catherine is working as a 
Conservation Officer for Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire.  In May she 
sent information to us about a Bioblitz Day she was involved in at Watermead 
Country Park in Leicester. 
 
 

 

2000-10 

 

Bowley, Miriam (2000)  emailed Julian.  She can't believe how accurate she 
was with her prediction of what she would be doing 10 years after graduating 
from SB!  In the year book it says - married, with two kids, living on a farm 

surrounded by horses..... "I am married to Chris, living down in Kent and a full 
time mother to Tabitha (born 2008) and Sebastian (born 2010) who keep me 
nice and busy.  We rent some land for the horse in walking distance of the 
house, so you could say I nearly predicted my future correctly!!" 
 

Hoyle, Rachel (2006) is now living in North Otago, South Island, New Zealand.  
Rachel is a Product Technologist for Innovex Group Ltd (Rainbow Confectionary). 
 

James, Mary (Meredith) (2000) has moved to Hady, near Chesterfield and 
writes: “Gareth and I got married in August 2007 and Lucy May James arrived on 
27th Jan 2010.” 
 
Palethorpe, Lizzy (2004) got in touch with Martin Luck.  “I am still thoroughly 
enjoying my teaching!  In fact some people I have taught A LEVEL Biology are 
now at SB, and I have one disappointed student who applied for Vet school there 
this year, but has been unsuccessful.  I have had many fantastic opportunities 
given to me during the last 3 and a bit years. Two years ago I was put in charge 
of training others in the school so that has allowed me to develop lots 
professionally.  I decided that as this was my fourth year in my first post it was 
time for me to look for promotion elsewhere.  Back in October I saw a post 
advertised for 'Assistant Curriculum Leader of Science' at a school nearby (Arrow 
Vale High - Redditch).  I decided to apply, and was fortunate enough to be 
offered the post there and then!  I start there after Christmas!  Completely 
different school to the one I am in now so I will have to think about how I can 
stop them throwing chairs !!!  I will be in Nottingham in December as I graduate 
for my MA in Learning and Teaching.  I am so pleased that I decided to do this - 
it has been great, although I am not sure that was what I was saying whilst 
writing my dissertation during the summer holidays!  I am now about to apply 
for the EdD in Leadership ... and fingers crossed I can start that asap.  I still see 
many of the girls from uni - Laura Blakemore, Becky James, Iona Warren 
and Dani Poole!! It is scary to think we are all working (well nearly all - Dani is 
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still trying to be a student travelling!!), have large mortgages and I am engaged 
to be married next April! Best Wishes to all at SB! “   
 

Warren, Iona (2004)  Congratulations to Iona who has graduated from Vet 
School this summer. 
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DEATHS 
 
Beard, Justin (1996) We have no details, but we received a message that Justin 
had passed away on the 8th May 2010. 
 
Cook, Peter (1981) Died March 2010 (Exchange magazine). 
 
Holland, Peter (1952) died in August 2009 (Exchange magazine). 
 
Holt, Roger (1950) – We received this letter from Roger’s wife, Margaret.  
“Unfortunately I have to inform you that my husband sadly passed away on the 
18th September 2009.  After milking 200 cows for 37 years, Roger and I semi 
retired to Beeby in Leicestershire where we farmed a small herd of Lincoln Reds.  
Our two sons continue to farm the family farms in Peckleton and Potters Marston 
and our daughter farms at Marston Trussell.” 
 
Johnson, Colin (1989) Died in October 2009 - reported in “Exchange” Spring 
2010. 
 
Joseph, Alan (1946 NDA)  Alan’s wife wrote to us “My husband Alan died 
September 22nd 2009.  Our two sons carry on managing the farm as Susworth.  
Alan was 84 yrs old.” 
 
Marston, David (1960) – no details – Exchange magazine. 
 
Martin, Chris (Staff) – a postdoctoral research Fellow working in Food Sciences, 
tragically died during the weekend of 23/24 January. 
 
Neale, Ann (1944) died on 27th March 2009 after a long battle with heart 
disease. 
 
Ridge Pinckney, Henry (1972) died in 2009. 
 
Sokolowski, Michael (1982) Died January 2010 (Exchange magazine) 
 
Tipper, Brian (1964)  Died April 2010 (Exchange magazine) 
 
Watkins, Gerald R (1945) – Gerald’s wife phoned in February to say that he 
had died. 
 
 
 
OBITUARIES 
 
MIRANDA NOBLE 
 
Colleagues, friends and alumni will be saddened to learn of the death of Miranda 
on 10th July after a short illness. 
 
Miranda joined the library of the, then, School of Agriculture at Sutton Bonington 
in 1976 as Assistant Librarian.  She then moved to University Park before taking 
early retirement in 2005. 
 
It would be impossible in a small piece like this to describe her outstanding 
contributions both professionally and personally.  Her husband Dave has 
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prepared a webpage that catalogues all the tributes that poured in from near and 
far.  It is a truly astonishing document that confirms what a lovely person she 
was.  The URL is  http://www.noblecustom.co.uk/miranda.html 
 
Our thoughts are with Dave and the boys. 
 
Julian 
 
 
LOST OKA MEMBERS – (AGRIMAG RETURNED) 
 
NAME LAST CONTACT ADDRESS GRADUATION YEAR 

 
Archer, Isobel Bletchworth, Surrey 1992 
Brightwell, Robin Bury, Suffolk 1964 
Carrington, Morwenna Morden, Surrey 1996 
Chapman, G T Bury St Edmunds 1948 
Cox, Mike Wirral, Merseyside 2001 
Coxhead, Nicholas Radlett, Herts 1996 
Davis, Stephen Hamilton, NZ 1970 & 1974 
Evans, Brian Trellech, Monmouth 1994 
Evans, Robert Tyldesley, Manchester 1990 
Francis, W A Blaby, Leics 1961 
Funnell, Helen Martley, Worcs 1997 
Hampson, Alexander London 1997 
Heard, Caroline Barnsley, Sth Yorks 1994 
Karafyllidis, Ioannis Thessalonika, Greece 1999 
Norris, Karen Bulwell, Notts 1990 
Oakes, James Weston-Super-Mare 2001 
O’Neill, Carmel Acton, London 1997 
Pettingale, Andrew Newmarket, Suffolk 1989 
Popplewell, Matthew Dursley, Glos 1997 
Shaw, Susan Church Stretton 1984 
Simpson, Paul New Zealand 2001 
Taylor, Vanessa Loughborough, Leics 1994 
Throup, John  USA 1991 & 1996 
Warren, David Ely, Cambs 2004 
 

 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS  (from Nov 2009 to Oct 2010) 

 
 
Andrews, Jessica 2010 
Balkam, Jack 2010 
Benger, Alison 2010 
Brown, Tim 2010 
Burris, Roderick 1970 
Ferguson, Christine 2010 
Fooks, Cathy 2010 
Goodliffe, Nicola 2010 
Green, Adam 2010 
Hardy, Gareth 2010 
Hatfield, Barry 1982 
Lewis, Patricia  1982 
Ling, Chris 1988 

Lockyer, Michael 1975 
Mayhew, Danielle 2010 
Nichols, Stuart 2010 
Nott, Hugh 1961 
Shaw, Megan 2010 
Siddons, Rachael 2010 
Steel, John 1964 
Streets, Matthew 2010 
Taylor, Lee 1994 
Trimnell, Lorna 2010 
Williams, Gail Susie 2010 
Van den Brink, 
Rebecca (nee Hall) 

1988 
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